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Here we are.  The HK govt has banned gatherings of more than 4 people for the next 14 days so we will be broadcasting online but you will also be on a zoom call with your house church.  

One member has tested positive for covid-19.  He was at church on Sunday and we tried to contact all the people who were in close contact with him and everyone’s health is being monitored and so far no one has shown any symptoms and 

We are complying with the CHD and will follow their lead.  Please pray for this individual and wife.

Passover theme – in the Bible there was a time when God told people to stay home and paint their doors with blood of Jesus to rescue them from the plague in Egypt.

Let’s do that now.

---------------------------------

Ghengis Khan asked his philosophers to come up with a truth that would always be unchangeable.  Thinking on it for a while, they came to their leader with this quote: “It too shall pass.”

Reminds me of a lady who was asked by her pastor what her favorite verse of Scripture was and she said, “And it came to pass.”

Brothers and sisters, sons and daughters, this too shall pass.

This will pass but my prayer is for us to not just let this time pass but to stop, listen to God and obey.

Let’s just not hurry to get to the other side.  I know so many of us can’t wait until we can travel again and go back to our normal lives but let’s hit the pause button for a moment and meditate on what is before us.  

God is indeed bringing order.  Order doesn’t come out of order, it comes out of chaos and confusion.  
We are being shaken.  Our church is being shaken, the world is being shaken.  
This is an unprecedented time not just in the history of our church but the history of the world.  Your kid’s kids will read about this time in their history books.  

Especially at this time we need to pray.  

2 Chronicles 7:14

And My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

We need to be mindful of the situations that led to the turning to God – the verse before.

v. 13

If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, 

· Fire/Drought – Australia

· Locusts – Africa

· Pestilence – China and now the world

We are in a moment.  It’s a testing time.  Don’t be fooled, trials and difficulties bring about the true self.  It’s a revealing.   

Birth of Elyse.  Me singing “You give and take away” and Lisa doing spiritual warfare.

When it comes down to it I lean on my leadership gifts and rationality and Lisa is the woman of action and prayer.
Trial and difficulty reveal who we truly are.   The revealing isn’t to condemn us but to show us where we need to make adjustments, where we need to trust God and where we need to repent.
I believe this shaking is bringing a shifting.  His desire is for us to have a deeper relationship with Him that is real and personal.  A heart relationship and not just a head relationship.

Do you have a head relationship or a heart relationship?

So, again with Francis Shaeffer’s idea, How Should We Then Live?  What are we to do about the situation that we are in?

John 11:21-44

Martha’s relationship with Jesus was through her head.  Cognitive.  Truth.

Mary’s relationship was through her heart. Experience.  Truth in action.  

Head gets teaching/theology.

Heart gets experience/action.

Martha – v. 21

Mary – v. 32

Both had same question but got a different response.

Martha got theology/teaching.

Mary got a response – Jesus asks, “where he be at?”  

Jesus then troubles Himself.

tarasso {tar-as'-so} - to agitate, to cause one inward commotion, take away his calmness of mind, disturb his equanimity, to disquiet, make restless, to stir up, to strike one's spirit with fear and dread.

heautou {heh-ow-too'} – himself. (3rd person singular and plural – to denote that the agent and the person acted on are the same.)

Jesus stirs Himself up.  He gets ready to confront an enemy that He will personally be visiting again soon.  Jesus troubles Himself to face death.

How do you go from head knowledge to heart knowledge?  Trouble yourself.

v. 43 Jesus cries out “Lazarus come forth.”

How do we get there? Trouble yourself.  

How do we call out the things that are dead in our lives but should be alive?  Trouble yourself.  

Partner with the Holy Spirit and trouble yourself.

You are wrapped in fear and anxiety?  Trouble yourself.

Your instinct is to be selfish and hoard?  Trouble yourself.

You just can’t be bothered? Trouble yourself.

You are more concerned with convenience than anything else?  Trouble yourself.

You are not living the life that God had intended for you to live?  Trouble yourself.

There is difficulty in your finances?  Trouble yourself.

At some point we have to be real and say, there is something wrong with this picture.

Jesus Christ died for so much more than what I am living right now.

Trouble yourself.

One of the reasons we grew together as a church – we troubled ourselves for one another.  This is that time again.

God is bringing order into our lives.  Again order comes out of chaos.  Let’s dig in and do what Jesus did – trouble ourselves and cry out to a faithful God who loves us and wants His best for us!
Let’s stand on the Rock.  Though we are shaking on the Rock, the Rock is not shaking under me.

Bring life from death.  Free your Lazarus.  Trouble yourself. 
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