Rev. Samuel Song
Inconvenient Praise
5 April 2020


Palm Sunday begins the Passion – Jesus’ time of suffering, death, and resurrection.  We call it the passion meaning in Latin, suffering.

How appropriate as the whole world is experiencing different forms of suffering – disease, isolation, fear, confusion – that churches all over the world will meditate this week on Christ’s suffering.

Update:  

1. The couple are doing well.  Their latest test results will be out today and if they have two days of negative results then they will be released!

2. The four families will all be released at midnight tonight as they all have tested negative and the 14-day period will be finished at midnight!

3. Thank you for your prayers and a special thank you for all the house churches that blessed the families with goodies and encouragement.

4. No update on when we will open SP again.  The health department needs to deep clean our facilities.  They have asked us not to do it.  They will take care of it but we haven’t heard anything from them yet and we don’t know if the rule of 4 ban will be extended.

Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest!

As Jerusalem welcomed Jesus into their city, let’s welcome Jesus into our homes.  Let’s walk around our homes and invite Him in to every room.  Let’s pray for His peace to come and rest in our homes.

Opening Prayer

Worship

Matt 21:1-11 
In many churches members of the congregation hold small crosses made of palm leaves to remember the palms people laid before Him and the cross by which He died.

Some display the crosses from that service in their homes during the year as a symbol of their faith. The crosses are then burned at the start of Lent the next year to provide the ash for Ash Wednesday.

The crucifixion is six days away. Jesus is coming to Jerusalem despite the danger, because there are some things He must say, things He must do.

And why is this so significant?

So far as we know, Jesus never rode a donkey before. Prior to this day, He always walked with His disciples. He ate and slept with them.

Often He drew apart from them for prayer, but He never expected any special privilege. Now He sends them to fetch a donkey for Him to ride. Why?

1. To Fulfill Prophecy

Matthew quotes Zechariah 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Everything about this event is prophetic.  

· Jesus traveled by way of Bethpage – the sacrificial lamb was brought from Bethpage and led to the Temple mount.

· Enters through the golden gate (eastern gate), the north section of the east wall of the Temple mount.  Ezekiel 44 prophesies that the Messiah will come through this gate.  

Aware of this prophecy the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman had this gate sealed in 1541. 

· According to Jewish tradition, the Shekinah glory used to appear through the Eastern gate (gate of mercy) and will appear again when the Messiah comes.

2. To Bring Peace
Entering the city on a donkey was a simple way to symbolize the truth that Jesus did in fact come as king. 

When Solomon became king after David, he rode his father's favorite mule during the inaugural procession into the royal city of Jerusalem (1 Kings 1:33). Now, a far greater "son of David" rides triumphantly into the city of kings.

But this King did not come to conquer, He came to bring peace.
A conquering king would have ridden into the city on a fearsome warhorse, or in a gilded chariot, but Jesus rode on the back of a donkey. 
He is the Prince of peace.  What the world needs right now is His peace.

We are desperate for what only Jesus can give us – His peace.

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.  Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

He gives us His peace.  Only way we will truly have peace is if the Prince of peace comes.  Israel.

We need His peace more than ever!

3. To Reveal Our Hearts

Matthew says the city was stirred (v. 10).  Word is same word as earthquake that Matthew uses again when he describes the veil being torn from top to bottom and the earth shaking.

The last time Jerusalem was shaken with palms was a hundred years ago, when Judas Maccabeus had led them to victory and became king. His nickname was "the hammer," and he had adopted the palm branch as a symbol of his victory (1 Macc. 13:51; 2 Macc. 10:7). 
He put the image of a palm branch on his coins, and had them used in temple feasts to celebrate the victory over Rome.
The disciples laid their garments on the colt and donkey.  (Scholars believe the donkey represents the Jews and their burden to the Law and the colt represents the Gentiles).  

The multitudes joined the disciples in laying their cloaks across the path to show Jesus honor. They broke branches from the palm trees and waved them in the air, and spread them on the road. 
The crowd also begins to cheer, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
The word "Hosanna" is a Latinized transliteration of a Hebrew phrase that means "please save!" or "help!" 
It occurs in Ps. 118:25, just before the other phrase used here, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" Both of these quotations were used in the liturgy of the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, when the people would commonly wave branches in the air and pray for God's help.

The problem with Palm Sunday is that the excitement of that crowd soon faded, and when Good Friday rolled around, many of the same voices who shouted "Hosanna!" were now shouting "Crucify Him!" 
The fickleness of their heart was revealed.

Their love for the Lord was shallow and based entirely on their hope of what exciting things He could do for them.

Could we also be like one of these in the crowd? Praising in one moment and then cursing the next?

When coronavirus is over, our traveling holidays and business trips resume – will we still cling to the Lord?  Will we still pray in desperation or will we go back to our self-centered lives.

Will we just offer praise when it’s convenient or will we offer inconvenient praise?  When there’s pain in the offering will we bless the Name of the Lord?

Too many followers would get in behind Jesus on the road to the throne, but they would not follow Him on the road to the cross. 
They would wave palms before the coming king, but they would not obey the Suffering Servant.

Are you willing to follow Jesus to the throne and to the cross?
Let’s pray for steadfastness to follow the Lord no matter what.  

To praise Him when everyone else is cursing Him!
HC Questions:

1. What does it mean to follow Jesus to the cross?  What is the cross that He wants you to bear today?

2. When was the last time you praised God in the midst of pain and suffering?  What happened?  What did you learn about God and yourself?
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