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Mark 15:22-37
For centuries this day was called God’s Friday.  The Anglo-Saxons and Danes called it Long Friday.  Over the years it changed to Good Friday.

Tonight I want to talk about why this day is so good for us and everyone in the world.

Good Friday will always have a special place for me.  On Good Friday in 1992 I was in Ensenada, Mexico on a missions trip with my university during Spring Break.  There were about 10 of us in the back of an open bed truck driving through the city when my Australian friend, Brent, cried out, “Jesus died your today, mate!”  Before then I had never thought about what this day truly means.  The next day sitting in my bedroom in Laguna Niguel, California Jesus would come into my room and I would give my life to Him.  

April 19, 1992.  Next Sunday I will celebrate 28 years being born again.

At His birth there was no room in the Inn, which foreshadowed the treatment He was to receive at the hands of men.  He is continually mistreated by the very people He came to save.

Again and again, His enemies attempted His destruction.  Now the cries of “crucify Him, crucify Him” screech through the Jerusalem skies.  And now the deed is done.

No ordinary death would suffice.  A death of intense suffering and shame.  A cross had been secured; the Savior had been nailed it and there He hangs in silence.  But, His lips begin to move—is He crying for pity?  No!  Is He pronouncing guilt upon His crucifiers?  No!  Jesus is praying for His enemies, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”

His public ministry had been opened with prayer.

Luke 3:21

Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven was opened…

And now we see it closing with prayer.  

· He can no longer touch the sick with His hands since they are nailed to the cross.  

· No longer will those feet carry Him on errands of mercy for they are fastened to a tree.

· No longer may He engage in instructing His disciples, for they have forsaken Him and fled.

So what does He do?  He engages Himself in the ministry of prayer.

When we are unable to do anything – we can ALWAYS PRAY!

Why is Good Friday so good?

1. He prays for us

Father, forgive them

On no previous occasion had He made such a request of the Father.  He always forgave Himself.  

· To the man sick of palsy, He said, “Take courage, My son, you sins are forgiven” Matthew 9:2

· To the woman who washed His feet with her tears, Jesus said, “Your sins have been forgiven” Luke 7:48

Why should He now ask the Father to forgive instead of directly pronouncing forgiveness Himself?

Forgiveness is a divine prerogative.  The Jewish scholars were right when they reasoned, “Who can forgive sins but God only?” Mark 2:7.  

Jesus is fully God and fully man.  He was the Son of God who became the Son of man with the express purpose of offering Himself as a sacrifice for sin.  

While on the cross He did not exercise His divine prerogatives.

Matthew 9:6


The son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins

Jesus was right but He was no longer on earth.  He had been lifted up from the earth.

John 12:32


And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.

What does Jesus do with His last dying words?  He prays for us.

What is Jesus doing now?  Praying!

Hebrews 7:25

Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

2. He identifies with us

When He prayed, He was absolutely identifying with His people.  

He placed Himself in the position to be like us and He interceded but even more…

Hebrews 4:15

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
When was He tempted in all things?  When did Jesus go through what I am going through?  He is perfect.  When did He ever lie, or steal, or cheat, or was jealous?

On the cross.

2 Corinthians 5:21

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

All the sins and consequences of sin were placed upon Him on the cross.

He experienced every negative effect of sin on the cross so He knows exactly what you and I are going through.

He totally identifies and knows.
3. He pays the price for us

1 John 2:1-2

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

Innocence went to the cross.  Justice and mercy meet at the cross. The radical middle.  

The wrath of God and the love of God meet at the cross. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

The word sacrifice can be both verb and noun.  Jesus just doesn’t offer a sacrifice, He becomes the sacrifice.  

Jesus takes our place.  He is our atoning sacrifice.  He dies the death we should have died – for the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).  He pays the price that we should have paid.

4. He forgives us
1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

If and when we get to heaven it won’t be because we were good people.  It won’t be because we deserved it or lived a good life.  We will get to heaven because we will have asked and received forgiveness.  

Some of the most powerful words you can say to one another is “I forgive you.”

Love After Marriage reconciliation tool.  We don’t say sorry that much.  We have replaced it with the biblical word of forgiveness.  In this tool the last step is to say, “will you forgive me?”  So powerful when the offended party responds, “Yes!”

Forgiveness is the currency of the followers of Christ.  

Prison Fellowship dinner in Seattle.  Ruth Youngman shared the words, “The man I ate dinner with tonight killed my brother.”  John H had murdered her brother during a robbery.  He served 18 years in Walla Walla then settled at a dairy farm.  Compelled by Christ’s command to forgive she went to her enemy and pronounced forgiveness.  At that dinner John said, “Christians are the only people I know that you can kill their son, and they’ll make you a part of their family.  I don’t know the Man Upstairs, but He sure is hounding me.”

We are able to forgive because He first forgave us.

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Jesus Christ made that possible by hanging on the cross and uttering, “Father, forgive them.”

Jesus highlights man’s primary need – forgiveness of sins.  It is vain that we select noble ideals and adopt excellent rules to live by if the sin issue is not resolved.  

· What good are shoes if our feet are paralyzed?

· What use are glasses if we are blind?

It doesn’t matter how many friends I have at my funeral if I meet my Maker without this need resolved.

In praying for the forgiveness of His enemies Christ struck right down to the root of their need – salvation.

Are you by grace, one of those of whom it is said, “In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:4).

If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; 
If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; 
If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; 
If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; 
But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.
Today is a good day because of what Jesus Christ has done for us.

He prays for us, identifies with us, dies for us, and forgives us.
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