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Dr. George Sweeting tells of an incident in the early 1920s when Communist leader Nikolai Bukharin was sent from Moscow to Kiev to address an anti-God rally. For an hour he abused and ridiculed the Christian faith until it seemed as if the whole structure of belief was in ruins. Then questions were invited. An Orthodox Church priest rose and asked to speak. He turned, faced the people, and gave the Easter greeting, "He is risen!" Instantly the assembly rose to its feet and the reply came back loud and clear, "He is risen indeed!" 
He is Risen!  He is risen indeed!

The darkness and agony of Good Friday has passed.  

For family devotions, Martin Luther once read the account of Abraham offering Isaac on the altar in Genesis 22.  His wife, Katie, said, “I do not believe it.  God would not have treated His son like that!”  “But Katie,” Luther replied, “He did.”
Luke 24:1-8

Martin Luther
Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in books alone but in every leaf in springtime.
The cross did not prove His ability to save us – it demonstrated His willingness to save us. The resurrection proved His ability to save us.

1 Corinthians 15:14-19

The resurrection is the core of the Christian faith.  We must know what we believe and then live that belief out.

During a recent trip to Portland, Oregon, noted atheist Christopher Hitchens laid down some seriously good theology. Most people recognize Hitchens as the author of the bestselling book God Is Not Great: Why Religion Poisons Everything. Since the book's publication in 2007, Hitchens has toured the country debating a series of religious leaders, including some well-known evangelical thinkers. In Portland he was interviewed by Unitarian minister Marilyn Sewell. The entire transcript of the interview is online. The following exchange took place near the start of the interview:

Sewell: The religion you cite in your book is generally the fundamentalist faith of various kinds. I'm a liberal Christian, and I don't take the stories from the Scripture literally. I don't believe in the doctrine of atonement (that Jesus died for our sins, for example). Do you make any distinction between fundamentalist faith and liberal religion?

Hitchens: I would say that if you don't believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ and Messiah, and that he rose again from the dead and by his sacrifice our sins are forgiven, you're really not in any meaningful sense a Christian.
Sewell wanted no part of that discussion so her next words are, "Let me go someplace else."

This little snippet demonstrates an important point about religious "God-talk." You can call yourself anything you like, but if you don't believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died on the cross for our sins and then rose from the dead, you are not "in any meaningful sense" a Christian.

In one of the delicious ironies of our time, an outspoken atheist grasps the central tenet of Christianity better than many Christians do. What you believe about Jesus Christ really does make a difference.

Jesus Christ resurrected from the grave.  What does that mean to us?

The German theologian Jurgen Moltmann expresses in a single sentence the great span from Good Friday to Easter. 
It is, in fact, a summary of human history, past, present, and future: 
God weeps with us so that we may someday laugh with Him. 
Using the motif of Moltmann’s words of past, present and future…

1. Jesus’ resurrection heals our past.

We can let go of things troubling us because of what Jesus did and we can know the power that God gives us to be healed.

Philippians 3:10

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

When we look at the battered figure on the cross and then recognize that He is whole again we can let go of those people or situations that crucify us and live again.

Jesus heals our regrets.  Regret is a horrible thing.  Because of what Jesus does for us we can be forgiven.

Colossians 2:14

Having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
2. Jesus’ resurrection helps our present.

Whatever we are going through we can go through it with hope because this world is not the end.

Forgiveness becomes attainable because we are not living for this life but for the next.

Sacrifice is given because we live for a greater reward.  We are able to endure because we look at the eternal not the temporal.

Eternal vs. temporal

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
Jesus’ resurrection gives us HOPE! 

Billy Graham with German chancellor Konrad Adenauer. Adenaur asked Graham, "Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead?" Graham immediately answered that indeed he did. There was a long silence from the chancellor and then he said, "Outside of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, I know no other hope for mankind."

Most significant coming from one of the greatest statesmen of the 20th

Century and the one who picked up the ruins after Hitler had left the world and Germany mangled.
When my mother passed away, the only thing that kept me going and even a slight sense of joy that grew everyday was the fact that I would see her again one day in glory.
We will see our brother Calvin soon.  Many of us who have loved ones we can handle today knowing we will see them soon.  He gives us power for today.

Ephesians 1:19-20

And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. There are in accordance of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places
3. Jesus’ resurrection secures our future.

Because of His resurrection our resurrection is secure.  He will raise us up on that day.

We don’t need to worry if we will float in oblivion when it’s all said and done.  

Just like Jesus told the thief on Calvary, “Today you shall be with Me in paradise.”

Our resurrection is tied to His resurrection.

A guy named Ron took his young son to a carnival one time for his birthday. His son picked six boys to go with him, so Ron bought a roll of tickets. Every line he'd come up to, he'd pull off seven tickets and give them to all the kids. When they got to the Ferris wheel, all of a sudden there was this eighth little kid with his hand out. Ron said, "Who are you?" The kid said, "I'm Johnny." Ron said, "Who are you, Johnny?" Johnny said, "I'm your son's new friend. And he said you would give me a ticket. " Do you think Ron gave him one? Absolutely. 

When you get to heaven, you'll say, "God, I can't get in on my own effort. The only way I can get into heaven is because I'm a friend of Jesus Christ." 

John 17:3 

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

That's what the Bible says. Jesus has already paid for your way to heaven. 

The resurrection assured us that we have a place in heaven if we trust in Jesus Christ.
His resurrection secures our future.

He found the one among the 99.  Saw a musical yesterday as a family.  One scene where Jesus went to the Gadarenes to rescue the demoniac.  The disciples are on the boat wondering why they had gone there.  The start singing He leaving the 99 and going after the one.  The disciples start to realize that at one stage they were the one.

Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

We are that joy.  We are the one!
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