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John 14:16-18

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

When I think about God’s order for my life and SP I immediately think of Sonship and the Orphan heart.

We will use the term the orphan heart instead of the orphan spirit because it is clear that believers have the Spirit of God.  How can an orphan heart reside next to the Spirit of God?  When our identities as sons of God becomes lost or never identified in the first place.

We can as Christians when we don’t realize who we are or what we have in Christ.  

E.g. – newly adopted son who steals food at the table.

I first preached this in 2015 after my sabbatical.  In part stirred by Hugo Chan’s message where he made this statement:

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

I see this as central to our church.  When we get this in our spirit it will change us and change our church.

1. Defining the Orphan Heart

· A child whose parents are dead.

· A child abandoned by his or her parents.

· Hebrew – yathowm – one who is fatherless.

· Greek – orphanos – one who is fatherless; those bereft of a teacher, guide, or guardian.

· Someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We see that we can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

Fatherlessness is a huge issue in our society.

· 63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes – 5 times the avg.

· 90% of all homeless and runaway children are from fatherless homes – 32x
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A runaway child is a result of a runaway father.

· 85% of children who show behavior disorders come from fatherless homes – 20x

· 80% of rapists with anger problems come from fatherless homes – 14x

· 71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes – 9x

· 75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers come from fatherless homes – 10x

· 70% of youths in state operated institutions come from fatherless homes – 9x

· 85% of all youths in prison come from fatherless homes – 20x

· 63% of youth suicides come from fatherless homes

· A Columbia Univ study found that children living in two-parent households with a poor relationship with their father are 68% more likely to smoke, drink, or use drugs compared to all teens in two-parent households.

· Teens in single mother households are at a 30% higher risk than those in two-parent households.

Daughters of single parents without a father involved are:

· 53% more likely to marry as teenagers

· 711% more likely to have children as teenagers

· 164% more likely to have a pre-marital birth

· 92% more likely to get divorced

I could go on and on but I think we get the picture.

2. Fathers – the lens through which we view Father God

God’s primary revelation to us is as a Father.  

Ephesians 4:6


One God and Father of all who is over all and though all and in all.

1 Corinthians 8:6

yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for Him;

In Scripture we can also see God in a mother role but the primary revelation to us is as a Father.  The enemy works overtime to distort this image through our earthly father so that when we see the heavenly Father we see through a distorted lens.

If God’s primary revelation to us was as a Mother, then our relationship with our moms would be jacked up as well as a tremendous amount of societal ills will be because our moms abandoned us.

There is a latent anger towards fathers in our society.  You see it in movies, books, and television shows.  I always challenge people to show my one good father in entertainment.  Some are good but also idiots like Phil Dunphy.

Father – the lens through which we view Father God.

There are many types of fathers that we have grown up with and it has had an effect on us.

1. The Performance-oriented Father

· Place harsh demands for perfection and obedience at all costs.

· High performance, love only expressed when you hit the target.  Love is therefore conditional.  

· Feel shame when you fail.

Story of boy and dad at Cerritos park.

Result : view of God – demanding, strings attached, shame based.

2. The Passive (Distant) Father 

· No great demands on children

· Does not demonstrate love and affection.

· Good providers but a low level of involvement.  

· Physically present but emotionally uninvolved.

Result: view of God – God is there but is uninvolved.

3. The Absentee Father

· No longer present at home (death, divorce, work, or abandonment).

· Struggle with abandonment.  

· Blame themselves for absence.

Result: view of God – ready to abandon us at any time.  

4. The Authoritarian Father

· More interested in law rather than love.

· Stern, unquestioned obedience.

· Rules with fear and intimidation

· No emotional relationship.

Result: view of God – legalistic, disciplinarian, obedience as a result of fear.

5. The Abusive Father

· Verbal, physical, emotional, or sexual abuse.

· Leads to anger and fear.

· Hidden guilt, fear and shame.

· Distrust of authority figures.

Result: view of God – angry at Him, unable to trust, lack of intimacy.

6. The Good Father

· God’s plan.

· Encouraging, providing, caring – not perfect but still pretty good.

· Sometimes a good father prevents us from coming to God as Father.

Result: view of God – healthy, can trust Him easily.

***sometimes though we may feel no need for His love because our father was good enough.

3. Characteristics of an Orphan Heart

· Lonely

· Abandoned

· Rejected

· Unloved

· Striving

· Poor

· Fearful

· Does not know how to receive love

· Sad

· Insecure

· Self-reliant

· Self-preserving

· Self-protecting

· Independent

4. First Orphan – Lucifer

Isaiah 14:12-15 – 5 “I Wills”

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! “But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.  ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ “Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.

I will ascend to heaven

I will raise my throne 

I will sit on the mount of assembly

I will ascend above the heights 

I will make myself like the Most High

Lucifer loses his identity as a son and places himself as the source of his new identity.

He chooses to come out of sonship and instead forges his own path.

Self is now the king!

Ezekiel 28:17

Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.  I cast you to the ground; I put you before kinds, that they may see you.


Pride takes hold.  Pride is simply a focus on self

Lucifer moved from God-centeredness to self-centeredness.

5. Orphan’s First Victim – Adam and Eve.

God’s Plan:

God is the Father of all creation.  He had a plan for His family.  He prepared the Garden of Eden – the perfect place to raise a family.  He created Adam (son of God) and Eve in His image with special care and love.

The first voice, the first touch, the first emotion that Adam experienced was that of a loving father.  God blessed them to be happy with all good things.

Lucifer’s Plan:

He got kicked out of the house.  No inheritance, now outside of God’s love.  Jealousy drove him out.  Came to the Garden of Eden and tempted Adam and Eve to be like God using lies and deception.  Now released the orphan spirit into the world.

Result:

Adam and Eve believed the devil’s lies.  Doubted God’s love and disobeyed the Father.  As a result shame, guilt and fear take over.  They become self-aware/self-centered – realize they are naked and ashamed.  Cover themselves with fig leaves and hide from the presence of God.  Now broken relationship with God and each other as they blame one another.  Now lost their home.

After fall, Eve is given her own name.  Could it be there identity was so wrapped up in God that it was unnecessary even for a name?

We need to end here but let me finish with some redemption.

Genesis 3:21


And the Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.

This was the first blood sacrifice.  A sign of things to come.  Those skins were a type of Christ.

Even though Adam and Eve had rejected Him, He did not leave them destitute.  Sin has consequences but God’s mercy makes a provision.

2 Timothy 2:13


If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.
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