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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

I see this as central to our church.  When we get this in our spirit it will change us and change our church.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel very fatherless.

Romans 8:19

For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.

The whole world is waiting for the mature sons to arise.  

Generational transfer.  We pass down our good and bad to our next generation.

We have gone from Lucifer to Adam and Eve to Cain and Abel to Ishmael and Mohammed, David and now to his sons.

A Tale of 2 Sons who were Orphans - OT

The Bible tells us in 1 Chronicles 3 that he had 19 sons and 1 daughter and most likely other sons who are not named by some of his concubines.

Amnon – Ahinoam 

Absolom – Maacah

Solomon – Bathsheba

We will just focus on 2 sons today – Amnon and Absolom.

Amnon had an orphan heart.  His emotions are all over the place.  He rapes his half-brother’s sister, Tamar then after the deed tosses her away.

Absolom had an orphan heart.  He slept with David’s concubines in the open, set himself up as a judge in Jerusalem and gave out promises of what he would do if he was king, went to Hebron and secretly arranged to have himself proclaimed king.  Absolom’s followers grew so much so that David begins to fear for his life and flees Jerusalem.  Absolom finally dies when his long, beautiful hair is caught in a tree branch and Joab finds him in mid-air and kills him.

How did this happen?  Where was Absolom’s qatan moment?

2 Samuel 13

Absolom’s sister Tamar was beautiful and Amnon was infatuated by her.  Jonadab was cunning and convinced Amnon to take her.  He does by pretending to be sick and have her attend to him and when he kicks everyone out of his room he rapes her.  On top of that after defiling her Amnon kicks her out instead of marrying her.

2 Samuel 13:15

Then Amnon hated her with a very great hatred; for the hatred with which he hated her was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Get up, go away!”  But she said to him, “No, because this wrong in sending me away is greater than the other that you have done to me!” Yet he would not listen to her.  Then he called his young man who attended him and said, “Now throw this woman out of my presence, and lock the door behind her.”

Absolom finds his sister crying and hatches a plan.

2 Samuel 13:20-23

Then Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? But now keep silent, my sister, he is your brother; do not take this matter to heart.” So Tamar remained and was desolate in her brother Absolom’s house.  Now when King David heard of all these matters, he was very angry.  But Absalom did not speak to Amnon either good or bad; for Absalom hated Amnon because he had violated his sister Tamar.
Notice, David is angry but does nothing.  The law of the land says a man who rapes his half sister is worthy of death but David does nothing.  Absolom is denied justice for his family.  Bitterness takes root against David and the rest is history.

He waits two years to put his plan into motion.  Absolom was a cunning individual able to play it cool despite his burning anger.  Scary!

Generational transfer.  When our parents have wronged us and we lose faith in them an orphan seed gets planted.  We now believe we have to take care of ourselves – no one is going to watch out for us.  We have no one to depend on – we can only depend on ourselves.  Self reigns – take care of self, watch out for self, self-preservation.

A Tale of 2 Sons who were Orphans - NT

Luke 15 is a story of 3 parables.  The first two parables get us ready for the 3rd.  

They all contain the same four-part structure:

1. Something or someone is lost 

2. It is sought after

3. It is found

4. Great rejoicing as a result

Jesus is speaking to a mixed crowd – sinners and tax collectors and Pharisees and scribes – this is significant, as it will inform us who Jesus is speaking to and who would have identified with the different characters.  

Jesus’ stories ask them all to identify with 2 groups with whom they would have never identified themselves with – shepherds and women – poor and the most marginalized.

Lost sheep – leaving the 99 is not an issue since shepherds always worked in teams and the 99 would be well cared for.  When the lost sheep is found it is carried on the shoulders of the joyful shepherd.

Psalm 28:9

Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.

Jesus concludes the story talking about repentance.  Strange – did the sheep repent?

Lost coin – numbers come down but the relative value goes up.  Follows same pattern.  There is rejoicing over a sinner who repents.  But who sinned?  The woman?  Did the coin repent?

Jesus has told the first two stories with missing pieces.  Repentance and sin occupy the themes of the stories but the crowd is left to wonder.   Until…

Lost sons – I want to suggest that there are two lost sons here.  

2nd son wants inheritance basically wishing his father was dead but incredibly the father gives the son what he wants.  He squanders all his money and now wants to return home.  He practices some lame speech about not being a son but a slave but the father doesn’t let him finish and hugs, kisses and gives his son gifts and holds a huge party in his honor.

Older brother is much more complicated.  He is bitter, envious and angry.  

In verse 29 he tells his dad, “Look, I have been slaving many years for you.”

Younger son – returns in repentance and says I will be your slave.

Older son – returns in bitterness and says I have always been your slave.

The younger son is a son who thinks he’s a slave.  He’s been humbled.

The older son is a slave who thinks he’s a son.  He’s entitled.

Jesus is talking to sons who are actually orphans.  

Notice how the Father’s love goes out to both sons.  He waits every morning and runs out for the younger son.  He leaves the party to sooth the older son.  The older son would have been responsible for the party but the father takes care of it all and leaves the party to talk to the older son.

The parable is really about the Father.  The old man is really a crazy fool in love.  A crazy fool for giving away his estate and his own retirement, a crazy fool for waiting for son and then running after him which is unheard of in the culture of that time.  A crazy fool to give him his ring.  A crazy fool to leave the party to appease his other son.

God is that crazy fool.  God is madly in love with us despite our sinfulness and waits for us everyday.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
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