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John 14:16-18

I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

Power of fathers.  Southern Baptist study.  
Percentage of families that come to Christ when:

· When children are first saved – 3%

· When mothers are first saved – 17%

· When fathers are first saved – 93%

Today I want to talk not so much about the orphan heart but about sonship.

Sonship is so important that all creation is presently crying out for the manifestation of the mature sons of God.

Romans 8:19

For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.

The way to break this orphan mindset is for people to be filled with the Father’s love for them in Christ, which then enables them to become mature sons who serve God out of knowledge of His undeserved grace instead of trying to earn the Father’s love through performance.  

From love not for love.
I get to not I have to.
Let me first correct a possible misunderstanding.  If we have not had the best fathers or authority figures that does not doom you to an orphan heart.  

Weakness v. Wickedness

Weakness – what is in me that is flawed.  A tendency toward something.  A proclivity toward sin.

Wickedness – sin.  

Wickedness enters into our weakness when we don’t submit to God our weaknesses.

Weaknesses not submitted to God will birth sin.

The act of not submitting is a fundamental lack of trust in God or self-sufficiency.  Our reliance on ourselves to handle it by ourselves.  Self-centered instead of being God-centered.

Sin originates from a loss of intimacy with Christ.  What we call sin is merely visible evidence of an inward reality – loss of intimacy with Jesus.  If continued unrepentantly this leads to separation from God.

Good news is He is always speaking to us to come into repentance and relationship.

Acts 3:19

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.

Remember the Scriptures tell us that He always speaks to us.  When we sin, He just does not hear us.

Isaiah 59:2

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

John 9:31

We know that God does not hear sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will, He hears him.

When we glory in our own abilities and ourselves it is an open door for the enemy to come in and wreak havoc.

All these are ways in which strength can become weakness.

· A person who calls himself frank and candid can very easily find himself becoming tactless and cruel. 

· Loyalty can lead to fanaticism. 

· Caution can become timidity. 

· Freedom can become license.

· Confidence can become arrogance. 

· Humility can become servility. 

We must submit our weaknesses, our brokenness, our trials to the Lord.

You can try to self-medicate with alcohol, drugs, activity, or you can submit them to the Lord.

Example:  Lonely – porn.  It’s ok to be lonely but submit those feelings to the Father instead of seeking your own remedy.

1. A true son lays down his vision and serves the vision of the Father – seeks his success.

Joseph had a heart of a son

Gen 39:4 Potiphar

So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge.
Gen 39:22-23 Chief Jailer

The chief jailer committed to Joseph's charge all the prisoners who were in the jail; so that whatever was done there, he was responsible for it.  The chief jailer did not supervise anything under Joseph's charge because the Lord was with him; and whatever he did, the Lord made to prosper.
Gen 41:40 Pharaoh

You shall be over my house, and according to your command all my people shall do homage; only in the throne I will be greater than you."
Joseph served and sought for the success of his leaders. 

DL Moody and old lady after a bad sermon – “forgive me for not praying harder.”
When you lay down your vision – God honors.
· Moses - Joshua > led into promised land.
· David - Solomon > built temple of God.
· Contrast > David and Absalom – did it his way and died a tragic death.
Not my way but Yahweh. 
Pastor Hyunsu has a heart of a son.
Crazy thing is if you are serving a true father you will go beyond what you had in mind for yourself anyway.
2. A true son stays no matter what

Ruth 1:8-13 - Ruth and Naomi
Elisha

2 Kings 2:2,4
Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.
Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.
A true son does not run out when the going gets tough.

Church building fundraising program – people left when it started and then came back when it was finished.
When you stay and fight - God honors

Ruth 3:10-11. 
Then he said, "May you be blessed of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich.  Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.
Gets called an excellent women by everyone and gets the man of her dreams, Boaz.
2 Kings 2:15.

Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.
Elisha gets a double portion not the sons of the prophets.  Elisha does exactly double the miracles that Elisha does and in his most renowned miracle of raising the dead Elijah prays 3 times.  Elisha does it in half the time.  

I want double-portion sons and daughters.
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