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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, leading and loving with the heart of a father.

I see this as central to our church.  When we get this in our spirit it will change us and change our church.

Someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

We need to recognize that in all of us is a father hunger.

Show Fresh Prince video

The way to break this orphan mindset is for people to be filled with the Father’s love for them in Christ, which then enables them to become mature sons who serve God out of knowledge of His undeserved grace instead of trying to earn the Father’s love through performance.

Remember from love, not for love.

This was the main mindset of the Israelites.

Covenantal Nomism vs. Merit Theology (legalism)

Israelites understood that because they were chosen of God and received the Law, obedience was an overflow.  It suggests that the Jewish view of relationship with God is that keeping the law is based only on a prior understanding of a relationship with God.

Because God loves me, I do versus I do in order to get God’s to love me.

The Israelites served because they were chosen and loved by God not so they can be chosen and loved.

We need to have a heart of a son.  To understand we are loved by God and our identity is in Him and our service to Him is out of that place of love and security.

1 John 4:19


We love, because He first loved us.

1. A true son lays down his vision and serves the vision of the Father – seeks his success.

2. A true son stays no matter what

Ruth 1:8-13 - Ruth and Naomi

2 Kings 2:2,4 – Elisha 

Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.
Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.
A true son does not run out when the going gets tough.

Church building fundraising program – people left when it started and then came back when it was finished.

When you stay and fight - God honors

Ruth 3:10-11 an excellent women and gets Boaz. 

Then he said, "May you be blessed of the Lord, my daughter. You have shown your last kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich.  Now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence.
2 Kings 2:15 Elisha gets a double portion not the sons of the prophets.

Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him, they said, "The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him.
Elisha does exactly double the miracles that Elijah does.  In fact, his greatest miracle he does in half the time.  Elijah – 3 timesl Elisha – 1.5 times.

I want double-portion sons and daughters.

3. A true son is always looking for opportunities to serve

2 Samuel 23:13-17 David’s mighty men. Drink from well

Who were they? 

1 Sam 22:2

Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now there were about four hundred men with him.
A mature son doesn’t need to be asked to serve.  He is always looking for an opportunity.

4. A true son covers the nakedness of their father 

What if the leader/parent sucks?

Gen 9:20-27

Ham – not a true son – a son by nature but not a son in heart.

Shem & Japheth - true sons – by nature and in heart.

David was a true son to Saul.

2 Samuel 24:6 

So he said to his men, "Far be it from me because of the Lord that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord's anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, since he is the Lord's anointed."
Many years ago I had a leader who was saying all kinds of nonsense about the reason our church was not growing numerically as much was me – that I didn’t have a pastor’s heart.  But I had a son who covered my nakedness and shared the vision of the church was not numerical church growth but discipleship.  

Let’s walk in mature sonship and bring a generational transfer of blessing into our family line.

David even though he felt fatherless and may have failed as a father to his sons he redeemed himself with Mephibosheth.  

2 Samuel 9:1

Then David said, “Is there yet anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”

This is power of generational transfer.  It’s God asking, “Is there anyone in Sam’s house that I can show kindness to because Sam lived a life as a true son.”
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