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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, 

Leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

An orphan has no significance, no inheritance and no home.

A son has significance in the Father’s love, an inheritance and a home – now and coming soon.

A Female Orphan

Hosea 1:2-3

When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the LORD."  So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.
Hosea is the story of God’s love for Israel despite their filth and unfaithfulness.  God asks Hosea to marry a prostitute.  They marry, have children and then after some time she goes back into the sex trade.  God then asks His star prophet to go get her back and love her again.

Hosea – howshea – salvation.  Same name as Joshua in the OT and Jesus in the NT which means Jehovah is salvation.

Gomer – come to an end, complete

Gomer’s orphan heart manifested in her inability to receive the love of Hosea causing her to go back to her life as a prostitute.

Maybe her previous life as a prostitute where she felt cheap, used, and unimportant placed a deep hole in her heart that even the love of a faithful, prominent man could not fill.  The orphan heart.  

Note: God’s fiery love as He prods Hosea in taking Gomer back even though she was unfaithful to him.

Have you ever met anyone who because of their past just had such a difficulty receiving love?

Why am I doing this?  I’m not trying to control or manipulate anyone.  Convo w/ PNate.

I am doing it in response to the Holy Spirit and because I love the church.

Perry Noble

Only one investment will last from today until eternity, and that's the church. What schools, hospitals and other organizations are doing is not bad. However, the church is the only organization that Jesus founded and has been around for 2,000 years. No system of government, business or para-church organization has ever lasted as long as the church.
When the local church is working right, there is nothing more powerful and breathtaking in the world. It's the place where lost people are found, where found people grow to love Jesus more, where addicts are set free, where the excluded are included, where the hopeless find hope, where marriages are restored, where forgiveness is extended and where God gets the glory for it all!!
There has to be a new dynamic working in the church that totally separates itself not only doctrinally (what we believe) but also practically (how we live).

Difference between an Orphan Heart and the Heart of a Son

We all want to walk as mature sons.  In order to get there we must recognize the difference between operating in an orphan mindset as opposed to the heart of a son.

1. The orphan heart operates out of insecurity and jealousy.  
The mature son functions out of love and acceptance.
Those with an orphan heart are constantly battling jealousy and insecurity, since security originates in a secure relationship with our parents. 

Those with an orphan heart are so insecure; they even have a hard time hearing a biological or spiritual father praise their siblings or coworkers. But those with the heart of a son are so secure in the Father’s love and favor that they’re content to serve in any capacity needed, whether or not they are in charge or celebrated in the process.

An orphan thinks it’s a zero sum game – if he is getting praise then I am getting demoted.

2. The orphan heart is jealous of the success of his brothers. 

The mature son is committed to the success of his brothers.
Those with an orphan heart are happy when their brother fails because it makes them feel good about themselves. On the other hand, those with the heart of a son joyfully commit themselves to serve, celebrate and help their brothers succeed, since they don’t work for human accolades but out of a deep sense of the love and affirmation of Father God.

Do you get jealous when something good happens to your friends and colleagues?  

Does others success mean that you are not successful?  

Do you get upset at God when your friend gets a promotion, gets a new car, a new job, a new husband?

How about in church – when someone else gets a prophetic word?

3. The orphan heart serves God to earn the Father’s love. 

The mature son serves God out of a sense of divine acceptance and favor.

Along these lines, those with an orphan heart are constantly striving and trying to earn the Father’s love through accomplishment in ministry or career – Merit Theology.

Those with a heart of a son already know they are accepted in Christ and serve others out of the abundance of this acceptance – Covenantal Nomism.

4. The orphan heart tries to medicate its deep internal alienation through stimulation. 

The mature son walks in the joy and presence of the Lord for comfort.
Those with an orphan heart are constantly trying to push down their sense of alienation, loneliness and lack of self-worth through constant work, going from one relationship to the next, physical gratification and a life of narcissism and self-indulgence. 

However, the more they indulge, the more addicted they become and the larger the hole in their heart becomes because only the love of the Father can fill the deep emotional needs they have.

Those walking in sonship bask in the presence and love of God and practice the joy of the Lord continually as their source of strength because they understand that grounding their security and self-life in anything other than God is like trying to build a house on sinking sand.

5. The orphan heart is driven by the need for success. 

The Spirit leads the mature son into his calling and mission.
Many attempt to accomplish great things to satisfy the deep yearning in their hearts for their father’s approval. This results in them being driven to succeed instead of being led by the Spirit. They think they can feel good about themselves with great accomplishments.

Only those with a strong sense of sonship will allow the Lord to direct them and bring opportunities to them without trying to drum up their own success.

So many leaders drive their employees/congregants to end goals that are really a way for them to compensate for their deep inner inadequacies and insecurities.  This road is full of fallen pastors that let their ambitions rise above their call to shepherd.  

6. The orphan heart wants the benefits without the sacrifice.

The mature son will sacrifice without the benefits.

The orphan heart will be very unwilling to sacrifice but very willing to receive every benefit necessary.  The heart of a son sees sacrifice as a blessing because in the end its part of their inheritance anyway.  The benefits are an afterthought not the motivation.

The orphan heart will not fast for the retreat but will gladly receive the benefit of other’s fasting and sacrifice.  

The orphan heart does not tithe and give but gladly enjoys their children being cared for, the electricity being on, the pastor teaching, etc… 
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