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Psalm 127:1-5

God builds His house revelationally, relationally, and generationally. 

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, 

Leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel fatherless.

There is a great sense of abandonment, loneliness, alienation, and isolation.

Orphaned men have a hard time connecting to their spouses, children, those in spiritual authority and supervisors, and have a difficult time accepting and loving themselves.

An orphan has no significance, no inheritance and no home.

A son has significance in the Father’s love, an inheritance from the Father’s hand and a home in the Father’s house – now and coming soon.

1. The orphan heart operates out of insecurity and jealousy.  
The mature son functions out of love and acceptance.
2. The orphan heart is jealous of the success of his brothers. 

The mature son is committed to the success of his brothers.
3. The orphan heart serves God to earn the Father’s love. 

The mature son serves God out of a sense of divine acceptance and favor.

4. The orphan heart tries to medicate its deep internal alienation through stimulation. 

The mature son walks in the joy and presence of the Lord for comfort.
5. The orphan heart is driven by the need for success. 

The Spirit leads the mature son into his calling and mission.
6. The orphan heart wants the benefits without the sacrifice.

The mature son will sacrifice without the benefits.

7. The orphan heart serves the house and receives wages.

The mature son builds the house and receives an inheritance.  

Those with an orphan heart generally do the bare minimum, clocks in and out.

Mature sons have a deep sense of ownership and go the extra mile without being asked.  Slave versus son.  

8. The orphan heart uses people as objects to fulfill goals. 

Mature sons serve people to bless the kingdom.

Those with an orphan heart tend to use people as objects to accomplish their goals. Whenever we objectify people, we manipulate them with words, threats, and anything necessary to have our way and control them. Mature sons don’t use people; they serve and release people to fulfill their destiny in Christ.

9. The orphan heart has difficulty receiving correction.  

The mature son is secure and can handle correction, discipline, and change.

Hebrews 12:7

It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?

The orphan heart has difficulty receiving correction.  They must be right so their feelings get hurt very easily.  They are great at the blame game.  Like Adam and Eve the first earthly orphans those with an orphan mindset tend to see discipline as something very negative and unfair to them personally.  They are quick to point fingers at others instead of owning their mistakes.

A mature son welcomes discipline and correction and understand that it is a necessity to growth and empowerment.  Sees it as a blessing.  There is such a desire to grow that it trumps any negative feelings about being disciplined.  

Letter to Juanita and other mentors.

Everyone grows from making mistakes.  

When companies try to expand to other countries, there are plenty of opportunities for mistakes:

· When GM tried to introduce the Chevy Nova into South America, they neglected to notice that in Spanish “No va” means “No go.” Needless to say, sales were poor for a car that wouldn’t go.

· The National Dairy Association had great success in this country with their “Got Milk?” Campaign. But when they took this slogan into Mexico they were informed that their Spanish translation read, “Are you lactating?”
· When Coca-Cola was introduced in China, their attempts at finding a phonetic equivalent in the Chinese language resulted in a drink called “bite the wax tadpole.”
· Pepsi didn’t do too well either with their Chinese advertising. Their “Come alive with the Pepsi generation” slogan translated into “Pepsi brings your ancestors back from the grave.”

All these companies survived and thrived in these countries by learning from their mistakes.

10. The orphan heart consistently has issues with leaders. 

The mature son submits easily.
Those with an orphan heart are constantly in turmoil, fighting and striving for their own way and they have a false sense that their leader is in competition with them instead allowing the leader to lead them and love them.  Don’t trust those in authority and see them as a source of pain.  Submission to them is a dirty word.  

A mature son submits easily and understands that their leader is operating out of love, care, and concern for them.  They are respectful and honoring and see them as ministers of God for good in their lives.

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

11. The orphan heart continually question the chain of command. 

Mature sons naturally honor the chain of command

Those with an orphan heart are always challenging the chain of command.  The feel they should be in higher on the totem pole than they are.  The orphan can usually follow the senior leader but have difficulty following anyone other than the top dog.

The mature son honors headship and naturally honor the chain of command.  They easily follow not just the senior leader but also their peers who are supervisors.

Emails from Senior Pastor.

12. The orphan heart has anger and fits of rage. 

The mature son rests in the Father’s ability to control and guide the future.
Those with an orphan heart have issues with uncontrollable anger, fits of rage and other forms of manipulation because they feel they must control others and their circumstances in order to fulfill their goals. This is because they lack the trust necessary in their heavenly Father to guide and control their future.

Those walking in mature sonship walk in the Father’s rest because they trust God to control and guide their future.  They know the Father is for them.  Deep down the orphan believes God is against them.  Like older son in prodigal son story.  Didn’t believe his father would even give him a small goat so never asked.

Romans 8:31

What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?

13. The orphan heart is always in competition with others. 

The mature son is always blessing others.
Those with an orphan heart are always trying to outdo others in their church, family, business or denomination because they receive their identity through being better than everyone else. They tend to critique others to feel good about themselves.  

Sons love unconditionally – no need to put others down to lift themselves up.  Those who walk in mature sonship are constantly seeing how they can bless others, since they already have the affirmation of God in their souls. They want to freely share His love with others.

14. The orphan heart lacks self-esteem. 

The mature son walks in the love and acceptance of Father God.
Those with an orphan heart have a hard time loving and accepting themselves. Those walking in sonship are filled with a sense of divine love and acceptance that enables them to walk confidently in the joy of the Lord in spite of the fact that all humans are sinners and fall short of the glory of God.

M. Scott Peck 

If a child does not acquire self-confidence from their parents it is unlikely that they will ever possess self-confidence as adults.  Conversely, if a child does gain it in childhood it is unlikely that anything in adulthood will discourage them.
God-esteem.

15. The orphan heart bonds new people to themselves 

The mature son bonds new people to the family and the father.
Those with an orphan heart have a new fresh target to control and get their worth from.  They feel they own them.

A mature son introduces new people to the family and the father.

So many differences.  The orphan sees God as a master while a son sees God as a loving Father.  

Next week PNate will be talking about Sonship from a son’s perspective.
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