2 Corinthians 6:11-13 NIV
We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair exchange---I speak as to my children---open wide your hearts also.
Pray
Sonship within the church
· Paul, in this passage, talks to the Corinthian church - I'm speaking to you as to my children! 
· In 1 Cor 4, he says to them, I became your father through the gospel
· There's definitely a sense in which Paul used this idea to describe the relationship he had or wanted to have with the Corinthian church. 
So what is sonship within the church? 
· What are we not saying
· P. Sam is not my dad. He's not your dad.
· I'm not P. Sam's son. He has four kids. 
· We're talking about approaching our relationships with the heart of a father, the heart of sons, and the heart of brotherhood
· There are certain denominations and groups that simply take this idea of spiritual fatherhood too far 
· "he's my dad" "he's my papa" "papa Sam, papa Hyunsu"
· There's an unhealthy emphasis on how you NEED to have a spiritual father who will speak identity to you, speak your destiny, etc. 
· That's really not what we're talking about… 
· All those things come from God 
· It's about having the HEART of a son  and having the HEART of a father, which applies to the whole church
· Meaning as a leader, you try to love, care for the members, extend kindness, encouragement, speak truth and life
· As a follower, you try to love, keep an open heart, guard your heart against bitterness or rebellion
· I believe the term spiritual father and spiritual son CAN be applied in specific settings to denote a specific calling and relationship that the Holy Spirit forms, but we use the term carefully and maintain a proper boundary. 
I'll briefly share with you my journey of maintaining the heart of being a son to P. Sam and SP. 
When I came to SP back in 2004, I was a young boy! 22 yrs old
· SP was a small church back then. Maybe about 50 people
· Immediately, I was drawn to the community and drawn to P. Sam’s teaching, his revelation, and his strong leadership
· Began to get involved, serving wherever there was a need, there was a deep love for SP as my first “home” church. It was awesome. 
· In 2009, 26 yrs old, I began working here as a youth pastor, bringing me into an even closer relationship with P. Sam
· By 2010, however, I decided, it was time for me to move on from SP. Isn’t that interesting? Why? The reason I gave to others and to myself was that I was too different from P. Sam. I felt like I didn’t belong here. I wanted to find another leader who was more similar to me. 
· But now, looking back, I think what happened was that I was longing for that unhealthy type of spiritual father, spiritual son relationship. One where I would derive my identity, not from God the Father, but from another leader. 
· Ready to go to Torch
· Told everyone
· 2011, ministry trip to Seattle
· The inner struggle
My trust is in FATHER God, not P. Sam
· I know he will fail at times
· I know he will make mistakes at times
· I know I will be disappointed at times
· But God has called me here, so I trust Him. I know He will take care of me if I faithfully serve the leader, under whom He has placed me. 
Four things I must do to be a "son" at SP and to P. Sam:
Love
· My heart is open to him
· 2 Corinthians 6:11-13 NIV
We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. As a fair exchange---I speak as to my children---open wide your hearts also.
· Pursuing relationship
· Don’t take him for granted
· To show appreciation
· Beware of cold love
· Sometimes it's hard
· Relationships are hard in general
· The enemy is ALWAYS at war against this relationship
· So sometimes I get offended, I don't like what he's saying or doing
· There was a point like that towards the end of last year
· Jack Deere's message: beware of cold love
Guarding a teachable heart
· Proverbs 13:1 NASB
A wise son accepts his father's discipline (instruction), but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.
· Sermons
· How many times have I heard the same stories? 
· I have to guard my heart against familiarity breeding contempt
· If God has led me here to serve under this man, then God’s going to also teach me, guide me, coach me and lead me through this man
· Let the Holy Spirit speak to you as you listen to the sermon
· Receiving rebukes
· When your leader points something out in your life, receive it! P. Sam is quite good at this, which is actually quite rare in the church (as much as it may hurt, it's a pretty unique blessing we have at SP!) 
· It’s often very easy to miss the good because we get stuck on delivery
· Fortress - some people are not very good at customer service, looking for a camera, little time, about two weeks of research, visited all these stores, finally came to one store, such unfriendly service! One of the worst - like he’s so bothered that I am inconveniencing him with my questions. I was SO close to just saying something rude and walking away, but I wanted to find out the price. It was about $1000 dollars cheaper than anywhere else. So I took his name card! 
· Delivery was bad, but the substance was good! 
· Sometimes, rebuke, correction, teaching, suggestion, advice they come in a way that you don’t appreciate. But how will you respond?
· Every time I'm corrected, my gut reaction is - I don't like it (he's not the type to be very careful. He is sometimes! But not always) 
· Emp - stop repeating yourself 
· Every rebuke (maybe an exaggeration) the substance has been helpful
· Basketball coaching - so mean! But I can tell you, almost anything legitimate that I know about basketball and how to play basketball, I’ve learned from P. Sam
Forgiveness
· Proverbs 17:9 NIV
Whoever would foster love covers over an offense, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.
· P. Sam WILL make mistakes
· Having the heart of a son means I choose forgiveness
· Experience with Matt
· It’s important to recognize this - specifically name the ways in which you feel like you have genuinely been wronged by your leader
· This and this is what he did and I believe that was wrong, yes God? And maybe he’ll say yes that was wrong
· And then you say - God, I forgive him
· And the bitterness lifts… you maintain a heart of love, a heart of loyalty, a heart of openness
· Sonship WILL get tested
· Great book by Sorge - Loyalty
· Loyalty is noble precisely because loyalty is so hard! It's hard because earthly leaders fail and they inevitably offend you in some way. 
· If a leader was perfect, and he always led you in the way you wanted to be led, you wouldn't need to practice loyalty. You would just follow. 
Loyalty is not in denial of a leader’s humanity, nor is it merely the domain of the gullible who can’t perceive a leader’s shortcomings. Rather, it’s the adornment of those who are loyal despite a leader’s weaknesses. Loyalty flourishes best when the son is fully aware of the father’s weak areas.
Honor (Refusing to bad mouth)
· Looking for ways to honor him
· Like David
· Look for ways to give him credit and talk about the good
· Try your absolute best to not bad mouth him
· David had two opportunities to kill Saul
· We’ll be given LOTS of opportunities to “kill” with our words
· Be very careful how you respond
· If my brother had responded another way, i wouldn’t have landed on forgiveness
Having the heart of a son pleases God
· Think about all the people that are commended in Scripture and all the people that are criticized in Scripture
If we could name one key character trait of a “son”, in terms of how he relates to his “father” (his leader), what would it be? 
· Humble
· Faithful
· Servant-hearted
· Loyal
· Responsible 
· Hard-working
Generally speaking, these are qualities that are encouraged and commended in Scripture:
· David’s loyalty toward Saul (He refused to bad mouth him even until the end)
· 2 Samuel 2:19-24 NASB
“Your beauty, O Israel, is slain on your high places! How have the mighty fallen!
“Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their life, And in their death they were not parted;
They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions.
“O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet, who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.
· It wasn’t a song of victory - God has delivered me from evil!
· He has many of those too! But it’s not about Saul. Even in his death, he honors Saul
Many examples of God’s anger toward the opposite of these qualities
· Paul frequently had to deal with different groups of people that were bad mouthing him
· Throughout 2 Cor 10-12, we have to kind of read between the lines, but Paul is embarrassed in how he has to defend himself and his ministry so much
· Meaning, he must have received all kinds of accusations: 
· his speech is not eloquent, his appearance is weak, he’s not as powerful as the other apostles, questioning his methods, questions his motives
· 2 Corinthians 10:10 NASB
For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive and his speech contemptible.”
· How much better would it have been for Paul had the Corinthian church loved him, served him, obeyed him with the heart of sonship? 
Divided house cannot stand! 
· Matthew 12:25 ESV
Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand.
Bearing fruit
Benefits:
· God is fighting for that person! You want to be on his/her side
· 1 Chronicles 12:18 NASB
Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, who was the chief of the thirty, and he said, "We are yours, O David, And with you, O son of Jesse! Peace, peace to you, And peace to him who helps you; Indeed, your God helps you!" Then David received them and made them captains of the band.
· A running start, the passing of the baton
· Talking to my dad
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace, shalom, from this day forever
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen. 
-----
1 Peter 4:11 - Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God…
Father God, I submit this message to you. I pray that you will help me to prepare a message that comes from your heart to our congregation. Come Holy Spirit. 
-----
What are orphans like? 
· Lonely
· Abandoned
· Rejected
· Unloved
· Striving
· Poor
· Fearful
· Does not know how to receive love
· Sad
· Insecure
· Self-reliant
· Self-preserving
· Self-protecting
· Independent
· Lucifer - self, I’ll do it myself, not trusting the Father
· Adam & Eve - self, I’ll do it myself, maybe Father is withholding something from me, not trusting
· Ishmael - rejects the Father, unable to receive the love of the Father
· David - feeling worthless, deep sense of brokenness, looking for fulfillment through ungodly means, hiding his sin, unwilling to own up (until later)
· Amnon - not sure
· Absalom - feels un-vindicated, takes matters into his own hands, actually usurps the father
· Younger son - rejects the father, wants to do his own thing, no trust in Father’s provision of joy and fulfillment
· Older son - also rejects the father, resentment in his heart toward the father, does not understand the heart of his father
What are sons like? 
· Lays down his vision and serves the vision of the Father – seeks his success.
· Stays no matter what
· Always looking for opportunities to serve
· Covers the nakedness of the father
· Jesus - willing to obey the Father no matter what
· David’s mighty men
· Ruth staying with Naomi
· Joseph, Daniel
You can carry a heart of a orphan or a heart of a son
· And this will affect every relationship you have...
· If you carry the heart of an orphan, your relationship with Father God will be a certain way, your relationship with your parents will be a certain way, your relationship with your boss, pastor, and other authority figures will be a certain way
· Either you are rebellious, resentful, or reserved/repressed? 
· You can carry the heart of a son and that will also affect all your relationships: Father God, parents, boss, pastor, authority figures
· Trust, obedience, submission, honoring
The scope of sonship/fatherhood
-----
Heart of sonship pleases God
· Loyalty
We can see this by seeing examples of people that have been commended
· Jer 35 - Jonadab
· Mordecai (it’s recorded in heaven!)
We also see this by seeing examples of people that have been severely punished
· Moses & Aaron
In our relationships, we have three types: upward, side by side, down 
What would have happened if I had remained bitter?
· Left SP
· Probably find another leader and eventually go through something similar…
· Because I wouldn’t have dealt with the bigger issue
· Not learn about loyalty, submission, trust in Father, the freedom of receiving an inheritance
Beware of cold love
Love
Keeping my heart open
Trusting that God’s work in my life will happen through this church
Not badmouthing him
Honoring him
Forgive him - sometimes it IS his fault
Talk about the heart of sonship/fatherhood in the general sense - it is pleasing to God for us to cultivate a heart of being a father/son in our relationships with other people
· Within the “family” of God
· 1 Tim 5:1
· Not just age distinction (especially with David, we see many older man submitting to him in loyalty)
· The loyal spirit
· We want to maintain this wherever you go
· Not walking in rebellion
· Not walking in prideful judgment
· Submitting to God’s order 
And then specifically, God may put you in a specific relationship where He’s calling you to specifically serve/follow someone as your spiritual father. 
How does sonship get tested? Offense. How do you handle it when you are offended? When you receive correction in a way that you don’t appreciate
· You get offended most likely because something was offensive! But how you respond to it is the test of sonship
· And sonship HAS to be tested for it to be genuine sonship. Loyalty is not real unless the person you’re staying loyal to is flawed in some way
Loyalty assumes the best in motives; slander presumes the worst in motives.
-----
18 Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, who was the chief of the thirty, and he said,
“We are yours, O David,
And with you, O son of Jesse!
Peace, peace to you,
And peace to him who helps you;
Indeed, your God helps you!”
Then David received them and made them captains of the band.
Leading and loving with the heart of a father. Serving and obeying with the heart of a son. 
· I believe this is pleasing to God
· No need to spend too much time talking about this, right? 
· What’s the heart of a father? Love, care, loving discipline, “prodigal God”
· What’s the heart of a son? Love, joyful obedience, honor, a decision not to talk behind someone’s back
In the general sense, in all aspects of life, this pleases God
· Peter explains the kind of leaders we should be
Today, I'm going to talk about Sonship in the context of a local church. 
· Big question - does God want Christians to operate as "sons" within their local church? 
· What do you think? Yes or no? 
· Can you back it up with Scripture? 
· Discuss if you're here with someone you know. If not, just think about it. 
· I'd love to hear your thoughts. Pls do email me. 
· We can consider this question from another angle - does God want pastors and church leaders to operate as "fathers" within a local church? 
· 1 Corinthians 4:14-15 NASBS
I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.
· Timothy, Titus, Onesimus - all called children
· John speaks to his readers using this language (my children, little children) 
· My thoughts - it's not super clear 
----
Talking about sonship in the context of a church
Having the heart of a son
· First of all, it's not simply a matter of the will
· Next week - antidote 
· It's a matter of receiving God's love, the Fatherheart of God
· When we have that, we are HEALED of some of our orphan mindsets (the focus on self, the insecurity, the fear), which allows us to live as sons
· We still have to choose, we have to decide to live it out, of course, but it's not possible without receiving the healing love of God
· When we do get healed, and we understand we have been adopted, we have an eternal Father that loves us, we are accepted, we are being made whole, we are so loved, cherished, precious, then we can start to serve people with the heart of a son
· In all aspects of your relationships: work life with your supervisors, home life with your parents, even toward our government, our teachers, and also in the church setting
· In the same way, being healed allows us to have the heart of a father: at work with your team, at church with those you serve, at home with your kids
· What's the heart of a son? 
· Honoring 
· Loving
· Loyalty
· Serving
· Because you have a perfect father that loves you with a perfect love, and you've experienced it and have been healed by it, 
· every relationship we have
Heart transformation + behavior modification
They go hand in hand
It has to start with heart transformation, but behavior modification then needs to follow, and most of the times, it’s not a clear cut chronological sequence
We get healed, we start to live with the heart of a son in terms of our actions, then we face new challenges, we get healed more, we live it out, and as we live it out, we get more healing, as we get more healing, we live it out
So we’ll look at that more next week.
Must make very clear
· The orphan heart, first and foremost, needs a revelation of the father heart of God
· Next week, P. Sam will talk about it more, when he address the antidote for the orphan heart
· So it’s enough here just to say this. Do you know God the father as your TRUE father? 
· The perfect father
· Have you encountered Him? 
· Sonship starts from there
· What’s at the core of this idea of sonship? 
· First - it’s being healed (brokenness into wholeness): insecurity gone (feeling like you always have to prove yourself, the unending pursuit for significance and validation), fear gone (fear of failing, fear of disappointing God, fear of not being good enough), anger/rage gone, self-rejection self-hatred gone
· When we come into our true identity as children of God, we are healed. That’s the first aspect of sonship
· Second - it’s behavior change: from rebellion to submission, from self-preservation/self-promotion to laying down yourself, from prideful rejection of correction/rebuke to humble receptivity/teachableness, disloyalty to loyalty, from exposing others’ weaknesses to covering others’ weaknesses
· If we look at P. Sam’s list of 15 things, it will either fall into the first category (dealing with the brokenness of our heart) or the second category (dealing with our broken behavior)
· Sonship STARTS with being HEALED
· If the healing doesn’t happen in your heart through the revelation of the love of the Father: the gospel, the cross, the passion of God over us, it’s MERELY behavior modification to talk about sonship
