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John 14:6

Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

Hodos – a traveled journey, road; a traveler’s way.

metaphor – a course of conduct, a way or manner of thinking, feeling, deciding.

A very common word during the times of the New Testament.  Often translated road, journey, highway, or paths.

Began to be used to identify a whole new set of people.  Saul and then Paul began to associate the followers of Christ as the Way.

Acts 9:2

…and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Acts 19:9

But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

People in the Roman empire began to call the followers of Christ as of being of the Way.

Acts 24:22


But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about the Way…
Saul, Felix, and the Roman empire are merely following the Christians who began to identify themselves as the Way as a way to identify themselves.

During great persecution when believers wanted to know if they were followers of Christ they would ask, “Are you on the Way?”

Note the key emphasis is not “do you call yourself a Christian but are you living out the Christian life?”

From the inception of the church the emphasis was not on our label of being a follower of Christ or being a Christian but in actually following Christ and living out our faith.

The Way is not a destination but it’s a lifestyle.

James will later re-emphasize this point.

James 2:26

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

James 2:18

But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”

Our beliefs and our conduct go together.

One of the most widely watched news events ever was Tiger Wood’s confession.

Awhile ago another sports star, Lance Armstrong, went on Oprah to tell of his steroid use and lies he has told for over a decade.

Why are sports fans/cancer survivors so devastated?

He said one thing and lived a whole different way.

Os Guinness, author, missionary, and former fellow of the Brookings Institute, a Washington DC based think tank.

I asked Os what he thought was the greatest threat to Christianity.  I thought he would say something like Islam or lack of leadership but his very quick response was the compartmentalization of our faith.  

It’s my work life, home life, hobby life, and my church life.  NO!  Our life in God touches all aspects of every part of our life.

Leviticus – God is interested in every aspect of our life – our worship, prayers, how we wash our pots and pans.

When Christianity is just a part of your life it doesn’t work.  It was not meant to be just a part of your life.  That’s why there is so much frustration.

Christianity cannot be just a part of your life – it must be your whole life.  Then it works.

When Christianity is my life it doesn’t work either.  It must be His life.  

One of the saddest conversations I ever had with an SP member when we were talking about dating/marrying Christian guys instead of non-Christian guys.  

“PSam – they are all the same.  No difference.  In fact, the non-Christian guys are nicer and more genuine.”

So sad.

So, what can we do this summer to be on the Way?

Again, it’s not a destination but a lifestyle.

1. The Way of Prayer

The antidote to a double-minded life.

Let’s ask Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.”

Let’s spend time on our knees and rekindle our prayer life.

Matthew 7:7-11

· Prayer is asking and receiving

· Prayer is seeking and finding

· Prayer is knocking and opening

2. The Way of Community

We need accountability.  We can’t live on the Way by ourselves.  We need people to speak into our lives to bring encouragement, wisdom, direction, correction, and reconciliation.  

Get into a small group, be involved, and open yourself up to others.

You are part of something that is so beyond yourself.

Don’t let inconvenience or busyness take you away from community.

Romans 12:10

Be devoted to one another in brotherly (sisterly) love; give preference to one another in honor.

Philippians 2:3

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself;

Galatians 6:10

So then, while we have the opportunity, let us do good to all men (and women), and especially to those who are of the household of faith.

3. The Way of Healing/Wholeness

Work out the chinks in our armor.  

We all have weaknesses.  God works through our weaknesses.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10b

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  

…For when I am weak, then I am strong.

But weakness not given over to God will lead to wickedness.

The enemy is a scavenger and abuser and will take advantage of our weakness unsubmitted to God.

Going through counseling or inner healing is not a sign that we are messed up, have issues, or are damaged.  We are but the reality is we live in a fallen world and we are sinful by nature.  We accumulate many ungodly ideas and mindsets from our families, education, entertainment, peers, and world that every once in a while we need to reorder our minds and refresh our soul to align ourselves to the things of God.

After running around in the dirt, heat, and humidity of HK life we need a good, refreshing shower to cleanse us.  

Pursue healing.
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