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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel very fatherless.

An orphan has no significance, no inheritance and no home.

A son has significance in the Father’s love, an inheritance from the Father’s hand and a home in the Father’s house – now and coming soon.

The orphan heart refers to a spiritual condition in which some Christians profess outwardly to know God as Father, but experience an internal contradiction to that belief.

Deep down they struggle to comprehend that God loves them. They may harbor feelings of abandonment, fear, unworthiness or rejection. This may be due to unhealed hurts from painful past experiences.

The revelation of the Father’s love is so key in bringing this much needed healing into our lives.

Story of Peter.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, 

Leading and loving with the heart of a father.

As I’ve been going through this narrative I have tried to find a passage in the Bible where a father is leading and loving radically and where a son is obeying and serving radically.  I found it – the sacrifice of Isaac.

Genesis 22:1-14.

“After these things” is the key to understanding Genesis 22.  Abraham had spent a long life walking with God.  He had experienced the goodness of God so much and had a life with God that God could ask him anything.  

Genesis 22:5

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you.”

Abraham had such a life in God that even if he were to sacrifice his own son, he believed God would raise him from the dead – “we will worship and return to you.”

This is not a question for new believers as we so often think when we get saved.

But to truly understand we must understand metaphor and symbolism.  

This is a type of Christ – Isaac is a type of Christ 

· Only son of promise

· Carries wood on his back up the mountain

· Mt. Moriah/Calvary

· 33 years old (Adam Clarke)

· Considered dead by father for 3 days

· Submitted himself willingly to the father

· Raised from the altar – his life spared by the power of God.

God will never ask you to literally kill your child.  He may ask you to sacrifice your child in other ways.

God was demonstrating what He was willing to do.

God is so misunderstood in this passage to the casual observer.  So is Abraham.  Leaders will be so very easily misunderstood, especially in this time of suspicion with authority figures.  I am so easily misunderstood.  

I am not here to be understood.  I am here to obey.

Abraham obeyed God so radically that it upset his wife, Sarah.

After this they lived 42km away from each other – Abraham in Beersheba and Sarah in Hebron.

At some point in our journey as a church my obedience will upset some of you.  It’s inevitable.

Obedience and submission.  Obedience of father and submission of son.

The son is no dummy.  He sees the wood, the fire and the knife but where is the sacrifice?  

Then he lies on the altar and allows himself to be tied, which he has seen thousands of times whenever they would sacrifice and worship the Lord.

Isaac could have overpowered the father but chose to submit to him.

It is a choice.  You can choose to be a son or continue to walk in your orphan heart.

This is the word God gave to me: after the obedience and submission, then provision.

Abraham obeys, son submits to the father and a lamb is provided for the sacrifice.

A ram with horns caught in the thicket.  A rams horns would be used to defend, oppose, fight.  God provides a ram without a fight.  God takes care of the opposition.

Many of you have been in the throes of opposition.  There is a life God has for you but there has been tremendous opposition to those promises.  It’s not about praying more or fasting more or giving more.  Obey and submit – walk in Sonship and watch God remove the opposition.

2020/21 challenge.  Walk in Sonship to this house and the leaders of this house and watch what God will do in your life this year.  He will remove the opposition and provide – Jehovah Jireh.

Give yourself to the teachings of this house, submit to them and walk in obedience.

“I only submit to God, not to people.”  What does it mean to submit to God?  Is that independent of people?

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

For one year walk in obedience and submission.  Be a son of the house.  See how your life will change.

Walk in sonship at SP!  Be fathered by the teachings and learn to walk as a mature son.

What does it mean to walk in Sonship?

Partner with the church with:

1. Your talents – serve.  Every member a servant.  SP Kids.

2. Your treasures – give.  Tithing and offering.
3. Your time – pray, HC, retreats.
Let’s pray.
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