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Romans 8:14

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.

Serving and obeying with the heart of a son, 

Leading and loving with the heart of a father.

An orphan is someone who is fatherless or who has no identity as a son.

We can have fathers yet still feel very fatherless.

An orphan has no significance, no inheritance and no home.

A son has significance in the Father’s love, an inheritance from the Father’s hand and a home in the Father’s house – now and coming soon.

The orphan heart refers to a spiritual condition in which some Christians profess outwardly to know God as Father, but experience an internal contradiction to that belief.

Deep down they struggle to comprehend that God truly loves them. They may harbor feelings of abandonment, fear, unworthiness or rejection. This may be due to unhealed hurts from painful past experiences – qatan moment.

The revelation of the Father’s love is so key in bringing this much needed healing into our lives.

This week a giant in the church went home to be with the Lord, James Innell Packer, theologian and author of Knowing God.

You sum up the whole of New Testament teaching in a single phrase, if you speak of it as a revelation of the Fatherhood of the holy Creator. In the same way, you sum up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the knowledge of God as one’s holy Father. If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God.
He is our loving Father!

I’ve been asked a bunch of times, PSam, how do I minister to someone who is exhibiting an orphan heart?

1 Peter 4:8

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

The word translated as fervent can also mean constant, without ceasing.  

Keep love constant would be a good translation.  

The word describes something that is stretched out or extended.  

The love of the believer keeps stretching in depth and endurance.

Goes well with Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3:17-19

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
How can I minister to people who act like orphans?

1.  Pray for Spiritual Power

Remember this is a spiritual battle.  And spiritual battles are won not with clever arguments but with prayer and the power of the Spirit.

Example of pastor who was jealous – prayed and called people to pray.

1 Corinthians 2:4

and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,

2.  Pay Attention to Your Heart

God brought this person into your life for some reason.  Could be in your family, company, or house church.  

Must pay attention to the common temptations to sin that different kinds of difficult people pose to you.  

We are usually tempted to:

· Overpower

· Appease

· Avoid   

When we respond to the orphan heart in this way we will not be able to call this person to respond to life in a godly way.

If we respond this way we will have very little power to help them respond in a godly way.

Proverbs 4:23

Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life.

3.  Pick Your Battles

Be wise in picking your battles.  Not every offense is worth a fight.

Ask yourself, is someone causing division or does the person just annoy you? 

Is it something sinful or damaging you need to address or do you feel agitated? 

There’s a big difference between the two, and you need to know the difference before moving forward.

As I’ve gotten older I’ve learned to be a bit wiser in picking my battles.  How do I know?  Pray, ask the Lord for wisdom to know when and how.

James 1:5

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who give to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
4.  Point Them to the Father

Again, it will only be a revelation of the Father’s love that will eradicate the orphan heart.  When they understand the depth of God’s love over them there will be healing from the qatan moment and restoration to sonship can take place.

I want to go back to the story of the prodigal son and focus on the older son.  Luke 15

Review:

Lost sons – I want to suggest that there are two lost sons here.  

2nd son wants inheritance basically wishing his father was dead but incredibly the father gives the son what he wants.  He squanders all his money and now wants to return home.  He practices some lame speech about not being a son but a slave but the father doesn’t let him finish and hugs, kisses and gives his son gifts and holds a huge party in his honor.

Older brother is much more complicated.  He is bitter, envious and angry.  

In verse 29 he tells his dad, “Look, I have been slaving many years for you.”  Very rude.

Younger son – returns in repentance and says I will be your slave.

Older son – returns in bitterness and says I have always been your slave.

The younger son is a son who thinks he’s a slave.  He’s been humbled.

The older son is a slave who thinks he’s a son.  He’s entitled.

Jesus is talking to sons who are actually orphans.  

Notice how the Father’s love goes out to both sons.  He waits every morning and runs out for the younger son.  He leaves the party to soothe the older son.  The older son would have been responsible for the party but the father takes care of it all and leaves the party to talk to the older son.  Even calls him teknon – child.  A Greek word which denotes a term of endearment.  

How do we minister to the orphan heart?  Do exactly like the Father does – love unconditionally.  Don’t get offended, forgive, and show grace and mercy.  

1 John 3:16

We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

Jesus shows us the way to love – by dying.  

We are not called to fix people.  We are called to love and serve people.  

Ruth Graham said it was a great day in her life when she realized it was not her job to change her husband.

My job is to love Billy and God’s job to change him.  

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God has forgiven you.
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