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Romans 12:1

I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Worship restores us to the spiritual state that God intended.

The unrighteous refuse to offer praise to God

Revelation 16:9

And men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues; and they did not repent, so as to give Him glory.

William Temple

To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart by the love of God, and to devote the will to the purpose of God.

To worship is to experience Reality.  To touch Life.  It is to know, to feel, to experience the resurrected Christ in the midst of the gathered community.

We were created to worship God.  Even Lucifer.  The enemy wants your worship.

Ezekiel 28:11-19

v. 13 toph (to-fe) – guardian of worship, amplifier

He is still after it.  He tries to divert our worship.

Matthew 4:8-9

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, “All these things will I give you, if You fall down and worship me.”

Satan tempted Jesus with all the kingdoms of the earth and all Jesus had to do was to worship him.

Idolatry.

Our worship is so valuable to God.  We are so precious in His eyes.  

Worship 

· Hebrew shachah – to depress, prostrate oneself, to fall, to sink down.

· Greek proskuneo – prostrate toward.  To kiss.

· Kuon – dog – a dog licking a master’s hand.

· Worshipper – proskunetes - adorer

There is so much power in worship.

Story of lady at Fuller.

Authentic Worship

1 Samuel 4

Ark of God represented the resting, present glory of God.

Ingredients:

· Jar of manna – God’s miraculous provision

· Aaron’s rod – God’s miraculous power

· Tablets of stone – God’s miraculous word

Israelites were losing the battle so thought they would bring the ark to the battle from Shiloh (rest, tranquility).

30,000 Israelites fell.  Hophni and Phineas dies and the ark is taken.

Eli hears the news, is so struck by the news of the capture of the ark and that he falls backward and dies.

Phineas’ wife heard the news that the ark is taken goes into labor bears a son and just before she dies names him, Ichabod – the glory of God has departed Israel.  Literally, no glory.  E – no, kawboud – glory.

Why?

Put their faith in the ark of God instead of the God of the ark.

Be careful not to place your faith in the things of God.  Place your faith on the God of those things.  

Just a little adjustment is needed or calamity hits.  Missing the mark.

Is our worship being diverted as well?  Is our worship pure?

Are we presently our bodies a living and holy sacrifice?

This house is a house of radical, passionate worshippers – adorers.
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