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Romans 12:1

I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Worship restores us to the spiritual state that God intended.

Sadly worship has become performance.  More of what we can get out of it instead of being about Jesus.

Hannah King, Anglican priest serving in South Carolina

American Christianity has been detrimentally influenced by consumerism. Capitalism prizes the individual and teaches us to engage everything, including church, through the lens of customer satisfaction. This makes it hard for us to embrace the church as a family to which we belong, to whom we have responsibility.
Let’s talk about worship in the pandemic a bit.  

Hannah King

Our physical dispersion and increased reliance on privatized, digitized worship reinforce the lie that we are anonymous consumers of Christian content rather than interdependent members of a Christian community. This lie disembodies our worship and dismembers our fellowship.
We must be especially careful during the pandemic.  

What to do?

1. Engage our bodies in worship.  Worship with the kids, let them dance, get off the couch, stand, raise our hands, kneel.

2. Create a sacred space.  Light candles; decorate with a Cross or Bible or anything that reminds us that we are entering into God’s presence.

3. Form a watching group so you can still worship together.

Worship is personal but it is not individual.  We are the called out body – ecclesia.  

I heard some people were not making it out to the zoom HC services because they wanted to watch on their own.  My first thought was how sad.  They really don’t understand what worship or the church really is all about.  

There is something about hearing a neighbor weeping during worship that affects us, standing next to a brother who is out of tune and out of rhythm, seeing a young person dancing and jumping with all their might even as I stand and watch, watching little kids dance and do motions.  It affects us.  It does something to us.  It makes us the church.

Remember the enemy wants to divert our worship to him because Lucifer wants to be just like God.

Isaiah 14:12-15

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down to earth, you who have weakened the nations!  But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.’  ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’  Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.

Authentic Worship

1 Samuel 4

Ark of God represented the resting, present glory of God.

Ingredients:

· Jar of manna – God’s miraculous provision

· Aaron’s rod – God’s miraculous power

· Tablets of stone – God’s miraculous word

Israelites were losing the battle so thought they would bring the ark to the battle from Shiloh (rest, tranquility).

30,000 Israelites fell.  Hophni and Phineas dies and the ark is taken.

Eli hears the news, is so struck by the news of the capture of the ark and that he falls backward and dies.

Phineas’ wife heard the news that the ark is taken goes into labor bears a son and just before she dies names him, Ichabod – the glory of God has departed Israel.  Literally, no glory.  E – no, kawboud – glory.

Why?

Put their faith in the ark of God instead of the God of the ark.

Be careful not to place your faith in the things of God.  Place your faith on the God of those things.  

Just a little adjustment is needed or calamity hits.  Missing the mark.

1 Samuel 5

Philistines go on a victory tour.  Brought ark from Ebenezer.

· Ashdod – house of Dagon.  Dagon fell on his face before the ark.  They prop him up again and next day Dagon head and palms are on the ground while trunk remained.  God brought him down.  God also sent tumors.

· Gath – confusion breaks out and tumors.

· Ekron – tumors again.

1 Samuel 6

Ark is returned on a cart with 5 golden mice and 5 golden tumors.

Ark arrives in Beth-shemesh.  The Israelites open the ark because of skepticism and unbelief and 50,070 men died on the spot.

And the Israelites asked, “Who is this God, and who is able to stand before the Lord, this Holy God?”

God can take care of Himself.  

We so easily get offended.  God will take care of it.

We Christians should be known more by what we do than what we say.

We should be known more about what we believe instead of what we don’t believe.

Took ark to Kiriath-jearim into the house of Abinadab and stayed there for 20 years and Israel lamented.

But, a worshipper came on the scenes.  David said the people of God should be with the presence of God.

I. Authentic worship re-connects the people of God with the presence of God.

So David makes arrangements to bring the ark of God back where it belongs.  To bring the presence of God to the people of God.

2 Samuel 6

David chose 30,000 men to bring the presence of God back to the people of God.

When they got to the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen nearly tipped it over and Uzzah touched it to keep it from falling over and he died on the spot.

David became afraid of God and asked, “Who is this God?”

Ark stayed in the house of Obed-Edom for 3 months and God blessed his house.

Wherever the glory is there is blessing and prosperity.

You need to get around the glory.

II. Authentic worship re-orders our life around the things of God

God struck Uzzah down because the Israelites were doing it all wrong.

How was the ark supposed to be carried?  On a cart by an ox?  That was the Philistine way.  David re-ordered.  

1 Chronicles 15:15

And the sons of the Levites carried the ark of God on their shoulders, with the poles thereon as Moses commanded according to the word of the Lord.

The glory of God does not rest on things, programs, and schemes.

The glory of God rests on people!  God uses people.

Why are we the people of God operating like the people of the world?  

God’s ways are the only way.  We get in trouble when we try and do it the world’s ways.

David brought back the heart of worship.  Reverence and righteous fear of the Lord.

Talk with RT – what do we really need in the church/SP?  The fear of the Lord.

2 Samuel 6:13

And it was so that when the bearers of the ark of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling

The fear of the Lord changed the way they sacrificed.  They took six steps then stopped everything.  They sacrificed and worshipped, then took another six steps.

6 days and then we stop and say, “thank You, Lord for saving me and keeping me alive these six days.”  Then we stop, sacrifice and worship.  Then take another six days, then stop everything, sacrifice and worship.

Prayer and praise story.

Matt Redman – Soul Survivor

Heart of Worship

When the music fades and all is stripped away
And I simply come
Longing just to bring something that's of worth
That will bless Your heart

I'll bring You more than a song
For a song in itself
Is not what You have required
You search much deeper within
Through the way things appear
You're looking into my heart

I'm coming back to the heart of worship
And it's all about You
All about You, Jesus
I'm sorry, Lord, for the things I've made it
When it's all about You
All about You, Jesus

King of endless worth, no one could express
How much You deserve
Though I'm weak and poor, all I have is Yours
Every single breath

III.  Authentic worship releases a passion for the glory of God

The ark finally is on the move.

David writes a psalm about it.  Psalm 24

The Israelites are bringing the ark in and the worshippers are shouting to open up the gates so the King of glory can come in.

The gate keepers ask, “Who is the King of glory?”  Remember when they asked, “Who is this God?”

Passion for the King is released.  

2 Samuel 6:14

And David was dancing before the Lord with all his might, and David was wearing a linen ephod.

David stripped himself of his kingly robe and wore only his priestly garment.

We must strip ourselves of our titles and adornments and enter in as priests.

Enthusiasm – en Theos – in God.

Etymology of the word is of someone who taps into something outside of ourselves.  

Literally the breath of God.  God breathes in us and something happens.  We come alive.  We become in God.

Let’s worship!
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