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Proverbs 3:9

Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce.

Message

Honor God with everything you own; give him the first and the best.

Luke 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

You can never out give God!

Remember God doesn’t need your money but He asks us to give.  Not for His sake but for ours.

First things first.

Being first is much cherished in our culture. We all want to be first.

First to the finish line.  First to the moon.

SP games (Sydney games)

God prizes first things as well. There is a supernatural element attached to giving God our very first things.

Matthew 6:33

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you.

Giving an offering to the Lord was an institution from the first family. 

Something that the people of God did from the outset.  Goes beyond old covenant/new covenant thinking.

After Jacob’s dream he sensed he was in a special place and called that place Bethel – the house of God.

Genesis 28:22

This stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You.

There are at least 3 tithes in the OT.  That comes under old covenant/new covenant thinking.

We are introduced with the idea of giving the very first.

Tithe - 10% or 1/10th. Key is the first tenth.

Genesis 14:17-20

Then after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).  And Melchizadek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.  He blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”  He gave him a tenth of all.

10 is the number of redemption, perfection, harmony, and creation.  

Symbolic combination of number 4 – the world around us, and 6 – human beings.  

Together these numbers symbolize man on the earth who need to abide by God’s law in order to have a chance for a new beginning.

· 10 commandments

· 10 virgins

· 10 lepers

· 10 plagues of Egypt

· 10 degrees of the sun

In Genesis, the term “God said” is repeated 10 times.

Jesus' ministry is 3 years of 33 years - 10%.

Jesus was selected to take the sins of the world on the 10th day of the month, known as the Day of Atonement.

Jews spent how many years in Egypt? 400 (Genesis 15:13).

How many years in the wilderness? 40 - 10%.

· The Jews spent a tithe in the wilderness to learn ways of God.

· A second to get Israelites out of Egypt.

· 40 years to get Egypt out of Israelites.

God says to Pharaoh, “Let My people go.” 

Pharaoh says no and God unleashes 10 plagues.  9 of them do not affect Israel at all but the 10th plague requires participation.  The Jews need to paint their doorposts with the blood of the sacrifice.

We are blessed with redemption, gifts, blessings, and vocation.  

God requires participation now from us - 10%.

Tithe gets you in good graces with God. It's His.

Offering is where the blessing comes.  Tithe belongs to God – not our decision.

Offering also belongs to God but we decide where it is to be used – missions, vision fund, charity or Christian organization, giving to a friend in need, etc…

Malachi 3:8

Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed Thee?' In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you!

Jesus is God’s tithe.

Exodus 13:2

Sanctify to Me every first-born, the first offspring of every womb among the sons of Israel, both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.

God declares the firstborn is His.  He declares it 16 times in the Bible.

Exodus 13:12-13

That you should devote to the Lord the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you own; the males belong to the Lord.  But every offspring of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem it, then you shall break its neck; and every first-born of man among your sons shall be redeem.

According to OT law, the first-born was to be either sacrificed or redeemed.

Every time one of your livestock animals delivered its firstborn, you were to sacrifice it, or if it was designated unclean you had to redeem it with a clean, spotless lamb.

Clean firstborn – sacrificed.

Unclean firstborn – redeemed.

John 1:29


…”Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

Powerful prophetic statement.

Jesus was God’s firstborn.  Jesus was clean, spotless in every way.  We were sinners born unclean.

Jesus was sacrificed to redeem us.  He was literally a first fruits offering.

Jesus was given in faith.  This is how we should give – in faith.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

God gave His tithe – Jesus in faith before we ever believed.  We give our first fruits offering in the same way – before we see the blessing of God.

This is why tithing is so important.  It says, “God, I recognize you as first in my life. I am trusting You to take care of the rest.”

The first redeems the rest.

How do I give?

1. Give when you receive.

If you are paid weekly, give weekly.  Monthly, yearly, etc…

Giving is an act of worship.

Please jot it down on the envelope.

“Don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.”

Key is Jesus is dealing with our motives.  Just like in prayer and fasting.  We should always give to glorify God and not to be seen by others.  

Inner moral righteousness vs. outer formal righteousness.

“Won’t I lose my reward?”  Luke 21:1-4 – widow’s mite.  Jesus was close enough to the offering box to not only see the widow but also what she gave.  He made her donation public.  Did she lose her reward?  No, the issue was the motive of our heart.

Do you only pray in your closet?  Only fast in secret?

2. Give what you receive.

Salary, bonus, investment income, etc…

If you did it all by yourself then no worries.  But if God helped give as an act of worship.

3. Give where you are fed.

Whatever church you go to this is the place where you tithe.  Can give offerings to parachurch ministries, other churches – key is generosity.

OT – temple was taken care of.

“I don’t want to give to my church because I don’t trust them.”  

Firstly, you are giving to God.  This is between you and God first.

Secondly, you need to find another church.

54% of SPers tithe.
I have turned down former SPers before who wanted to continue to tithe to SP while being somewhere else.  No!

God wants to entrust riches to you. 

Luke 16: 10-11 

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you? 

God is desiring to give to people He can trust. 

Matthew 25:29 

For to everyone who has shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 

We may say this is unfair, but in God's perspective it would be unfair to give to someone who is not trustworthy. 

Dinner with family at Kaya with ice cream.  Testing Hannah.

Solomon's Porch | 1

