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Acts 10:38

You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

1 John 2:27

As for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has been taught you, you abide in Him.

Last week we talked about pursuing the Radical Middle – running hard after God on two fronts at the same time.  

Today I want to talk about another distinctive of ours, which deals with our practice as a church – being naturally supernatural.

Normative Christian behavior.  What is normal Christian behavior?  What should we expect from followers of Jesus?

Philippians 1:27


Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…

1 Peter 2:12


Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles…

1 Peter 1:15


but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;

We should expect that we won’t steal, lie, we would be quick to forgive, kind, tender-hearted, etc…

We understand this in terms of our character and our conduct but how about in our actions?  Are we just supposed to be nice people?  Doesn’t the world deserve more than an army of nice people?

The Bible clearly teaches that the Holy Spirit is given to the church to carry on the work of Christ on earth.  He has given us the anointing.

Romans 8:11

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Because the Spirit dwells in us Jesus said we would do greater works than even He did.

John 14:12

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

John Wimber story – “when are we going to do the stuff?”

Mark 16:17


These signs will accompany those who have believed…

Signs and wonders, works of power, healing, prophecy (hearing God’s voice) should follow those who believe.

This is normative Christian behavior.

Today to help us a bit I want to clear up some common misconceptions about the Holy Spirit.  

I want to recognize and honor Him as the 3rd Person of the Trinity.  

I want Solomon's Porch to honor the Father, the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

1.  Power vs. Person

Pneuma – wind, breath of nostrils or mouth.  The disposition or influence which fills and governs the soul of any one.  Noun

Pneuma is a neuter noun.  In other words neuter nouns are neither male nor female.  There are currently none that exists in English.

Writers of the Scripture break from proper Greek grammar in that the proper translation of pneuma should be it but they write He.  Why?  Because the Holy Spirit is not some power, force, or feeling.  The Holy Spirit is a Person, the 3rd Person of the Trinity.

Since He is a Person He also has a personality.  As a person our attitudes, thoughts and actions can have an affect on Him.

We can:

· Quench Him – 1 Thessalonians 5:19

Do not quench the Spirit.

· Grieve Him – Ephesians 4:30

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God

Quenching refers to a fire being put out.  

Only a person can be grieved.  This can give us great insight in how we should embrace the Holy Spirit in our lives.

How do we grieve the Holy Spirit?  The Ephesians passage gives us some very clear insights.  Lying, cursing, being sexually immoral, being bitter, unforgiving, living like pagans, being angry, stealing, slandering, etc…

2.  Indwelling vs. Overflowing

1 Corinthians 12:3

Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

If you have asked Jesus to be Lord of your life then you can be assured that the Holy Spirit dwells in you.

Holy Spirit enters our lives when we are saved.

Jesus makes it clear however that there is a difference between the indwelling Holy Spirit and the overflowing Spirit. 

In John 4 (4:13), He tells the woman at the well, who needed saving grace, that the water He had to give would become in her a well of water springing up to eternal life. 

Then, in John 7:38, speaking about the Holy Spirit who would later be given, He says:

He who believe in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ 

Jesus distinguishes between coming to receive eternal life at the well of salvation, and rivers of living water that not only refresh us, but also flow out of us in ministry to other people by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

All Christians have a well of salvation but not all Christians have living water flowing out of them.

3. Scripture vs. Prophecy

Taught a session for City to City church planting module.  Talked about SP.  Afterward a fresh seminary graduate came up to me and told me I was wrong.

“Why don’t you tell me what you think I believe in about the Holy Spirit and charismatic theology?”

Deuteronomy 4:2

You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.

Proverbs 30:6


Do not add to His words lest He reprove you, and you be proved a liar.

1 Corinthians 4:6

Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.

Revelation 22:18-19

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book; if anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.

Prophecy is not Scripture.  No legitimate prophet would consider their words to be on the same level as Scripture.

Every person should hear from God themselves.

Personal prophecy should be confirmations of what God is already speaking to you about.  Don’t let anyone tell you whom you are going to marry.  

Personal prophecy should not be used to manipulate people.  As a rule of prophetic protocol – no mates and no dates.

How we do it at SP is to say it in a way that if it’s right God gets the glory.  If it’s wrong then we get the blame.  Don’t want to use His name in vain – lift up His name to vanity.

Sometimes prophecy is messy – Jack Deere and children’s church.

Next week I will continue on this topic.  For now, let’s go to the Lord’s Table.
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