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God’s heart and desire is to bless and bring good things into our lives.

James 1:17

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

Psalm 68:19


Blessed be our God who daily loads us with benefits…

The key is what we do with the blessings.

He blessed us so we can be a blessing.

SP Vision 

A place where people can encounter God.

SP Mission 

To know Him, to be like Him, to make Him known

SP Values 

Authentic Community – embracing and encouraging one another to be like Him!

I value community.  I have always been blessed with great family and friends.  The life that God has given to us is meant to be shared.

China bus ride.

The language of the New Testament church is family-oriented.  We are brothers and sisters united not by our familial blood but by the blood of Jesus.

Mark 3:32-35

A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.”  Answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?”  Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

God has created a unique mechanism that if used correctly can bring healing, love, opportunity, empowerment, hope, and prosperity.

The mechanism is the church.  If used correctly can bring incredible blessing into the life of the believer.

One can acquire everything in solitude except character. 

The church is the gym of the soul.

Sylvester Stallone surprised the entertainment world by resurrecting his iconic movie hero, Rocky Balboa, for one last film in 2006. Then, while promoting the film, Stallone shocked Christian fans by saying that his faith in Jesus Christ had influenced the writing of the first Rocky screenplay. His renewed affiliation with Christianity had motivated him to write the last one.

In an interview with Citizenlink.com, Stallone said, “I was raised in a Christian home. I went to Catholic schools, and I was taught the faith. I went as far as I could with it until I got out into the so-called real world and was presented with temptation. I kinda lost my way and made a lot of bad choices.”

Those bad choices, especially his decision to place fame and career ahead of his family, left Stallone unsatisfied. So he went back to church. “The more I go to church, the more I turn myself over to the process of believing in Jesus and listening to his Word and having him guide my hand,” Stallone said.

Stallone also realized he had to trust Christ more than himself. “You need to have the expertise and the guidance of someone else,” he said. “You cannot train yourself. I feel the same way about Christianity and the church. The church is the gym of the soul.”

I went to a conference in SF years ago that was being conducted by one of my mentors.  After the conference we had some discussions regarding church.  One conversation was about Richard Branson, and where can the rich and famous go to church?  Trend is for pastors to disciple them one-on-one but that is incomplete.  They must be in the gym of the soul.

Need to be in community and rub elbows with one another.  Cannot do the Christian life in isolation from the fullness of the breadth of the body.

Love babies crying, people walking in late interrupting people’s worship, self-centered HC people who eat everyone else’s food in abundance but when its their turn to bring HC dinner there’s too little and cheap food.  Love it because church is the gym of the soul.

Cannot separate loving God with loving your neighbor or loving yourself.

Matthew 22:35-40

One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  And He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  “This is the great and foremost commandment.  “The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  “On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”

The second is like it – homoios – similar, same as, of same rank.

Jesus was saying the second commandment was the same as the first commandment.  Loving God and loving our neighbor go hand in hand.  Cannot have one without the other.

Loving our neighbor is not the second-class citizen to loving God.  Jesus was saying they are the same commandment.  

Accountability

Community

Service

Love

Accountability is true love.

But too often we confuse love with permissiveness. It is not love to fail to dissuade another believer from sin any more than it is love to fail to take a drink away from an alcoholic or matches away from a baby. True fellowship out of love for one another demands accountability.

Service

Galatians 5:13

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

It’s the heart of Jesus.

Matthew 20:28

just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and give His life a ransom for many.

Hebrews 10:24-25

And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.

God has given us a great opportunity to grow together.

Let’s join the church and watch God bring about all the change that we have been craving for in our lives.
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