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Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

Missions are at the center of God’s heart.

2/3 of God’s name is GO.

What does it mean to be missional?

In Christianity, being missional means living out the posture, thinking, behaviors, and practices of a missionary in order to engage others with the gospel message.

Behaviors and practices – loving, serving, sacrificing, helping.  Are these behaviors and practices a part of your life? If not, then you are not missional.

Missions have played a huge role in my own life:

· Parents are Southern Baptist missionaries serving in Uzbekistan for 17 years.

· Became born-again after a mission trip to Mexico.

· Was discipled on the mission field in Hong Kong and China.

· Studied missiology at Fuller Seminary.

· Serving at SP as a missionary pastor is what I was created to do.

Missions have played a huge role in the formation of SP.

I. How important is it to be missional?

World history hinges on this point.  Jesus returns when the gospel is preached to every ethnos – people group.

Matthew 24:14

This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

Mark 13:10

The gospel must first be preached to all the nations.

We are given a task to share the gospel to the whole world but by and large we – the church, have done a fairly poor job.  In contrast, a beverage company has done an amazing job.

97% of the world has heard of coca-cola

94% of the world recognizes the red and white coca-cola logo

72% of the world has seen a can of coca-cola

51% of the world has tasted a can of coca-cola

Around the world an average person consumes a coke product every 4 days

Coke has only been around 130 years.
If God had given the task of world evangelization to the Coke company it would probably be done by now. 

The largest least-reached people group is the Japanese with over 120 million individuals.

After WWII, the humiliating loss to the Americans sent the Japanese people in a spiritual spiral.  They had once thought their emperor was a god but after the defeat realized he was just a man.  

General Douglas MacArthur, upon taking oversight of Japan at the close of WWII pleaded with denominational leaders, “Send me Bibles and give me Missionaries and I will give you a Christian Nation.” 

Japans ancestral deities and emperor god were no longer omnipotent in their eyes. The General knew they would become a Christian Nation.

In 1955 MacArthur told the U.S. News and World Report:

No phase of the occupation has left me with a greater sense of personal satisfaction than my spiritual stewardship

Eiichiro Tokumoto, Journalist

There was a complete collapse of faith in Japan in 1945 – in our invincible military, in the emperor, in the religion that had become known as ‘state Shinto.’

Yet over the next 5 years only a handful of missionaries answered the call.  Perhaps because of the American anger over Pearl Harbor.

The job that Jesus gave us to do has to be completed.  It must be completed.  The Master wants us to take the gospel everywhere.  

II. What should we do?

Be Available

A one-legged schoolteacher from Scotland came to J. Hudson Taylor to offer himself for service in China. "With only one leg, why do you think of going as a missionary?" Asked Taylor. 

"I do not see those with two legs going," replied George Scott. He was accepted.  

You don't have to go anywhere.

The Great Commission is much more practical than we think.

Go – present tense imperative.  As you are going...make disciples of all nations.

Raise your hand if you are a full-time minister?

We are all full-time ministers. God loves bankers so much, He takes a full-time minister, disguises them as a banker, gives them brains, opportunity, education, etc ... and sends them out to minister to the people that He loves.

God loves students and teachers, lawyers, accountants, firemen, engineers, etc.

What is the purpose of your life?  Why do you exist?  

Che Ahn

We will worship forever, fellowship forever, grow in knowledge forever but we will have only one lifetime to win the lost.

Proverbs 11:30

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise wins souls.
It is supposed that a man is wise because he wins souls. That is not the teaching of the text. He wins souls because he is wise. 
You can be involved in so many ways.

At SP you can go on outreach to the homeless, to the sex workers, to drug addicts, to the poor and elderly, to those in prison, to pre-believers.

You can go on short-term missions trips throughout the year, especially during the summer – even our house church schedule is interrupted so we can live out our values as a missional community.

You can support missions/outreach by giving to the missions fund, by financing missions trips, by supporting our missionaries in China, Japan, Cambodia, and Hong Kong.

Some are called to go and all are called to send.  Finance the vision!

You can pray behind the scenes.  There are so many ways to get involved.  

Share your Christ life with someone at your workplace.  May be the only time they get a genuine witness of Jesus.

Remember the verb in the great commission is make disciples not go.  As you are going – present tense imperative.

Just do it!

III. Why should we be missional?

Love

A missionary in Africa was once asked if he really liked what he was doing. His response was shocking. "Do I like this work?" he said. "No. My wife and I do not like dirt. We have reasonable refined sensibilities. We do not like crawling into vile huts through goat refuse...But is a man to do nothing for Christ he does not like? God pity him, if not. Liking or disliking has nothing to do with it. We have orders to 'Go,' and we go. Love constrains us." 

“Love constrains us.”

When Hudson Taylor was director of the China Inland Mission, he often interviewed candidates for the mission field. On one occasion, he met with a group of applicants to determine their motivations for service. "And why do you wish to go as a foreign missionary?" he asked one. "I want to go because Christ has commanded us to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature," was the reply. Another said, "I want to go because millions are perishing without Christ." Others gave different answers. Then Hudson Taylor said, "All of these motives, however good, will fail you in times of testings, trials, tribulations, and possible death. There is but one motive that will sustain you in trial and testing; namely, the love of Christ".

It’s all because of love.

John 3:16


For God so loved the world…
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