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Colossians 1:28

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

Our goal – to present every person as a fully devoted follower of Christ.

When we started Solomon's Porch in 2003 I was re-thinking what it meant to be a member of a church.  I had so many questions about church membership.

I asked why do some churches have so many people on their membership rolls when those members give little or no evidence of Christian commitment?  Why do some churches find it difficult to motivate members to give, serve, pray, and share their faith?  I also asked what benefit does the member have in becoming a member of a church.

I realized that maybe members were allowed to join with no expectations placed upon their membership.   The solution is not to do away with church membership, but to make it meaningful and to give it integrity.

Finally after many years of processing and praying we have finally come up with a plan.

Some have asked why now?  The best and only answer I have is because God told us to do it.  

House church was a 5-year wait and then one year of training and 13 years and doing and tweaking to get to where we are now.

In the year of God’s order He has asked us to step into this new season by including church membership.

What is going to change?  For the congregation – nothing really.  You won’t notice anything different.  It’s not like Costco where you can only get in if you show your card.

It does give you an opportunity to verbalize your commitment to this house.

Membership helps the shepherds to clearly identify who our sheep are.  

How do we leave the 99 and go after the one when we don’t even know who they are?

Just as sports teams like the Lakers and Dodgers must clearly identify the rosters of their teams and know who’s committed to their cause, healthy churches need to know who is part of their committed community.

1 Corinthians 12:12

For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.

Paul doesn’t say the church is like a body.  He says the church is a body.  The phrase he uses to describe individual connectedness is we are members of the body.

The word member in the Bible is more closely related to the medical term “member” than it is to common cultural term – country club membership, Costco membership.

Melos – limb, a member of the human body.

Matthew 5:29

If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.

Parts – melos.

If any of you in an accident lost a finger or toe on that day you were dismembered – this is the actual term.  A member of your body was separated from the body.  That is a horrible and tragic thing – woodshop teacher.

But in today’s western culture being separated from the body is pretty normal and not considered tragic.

No matter how the culture sees it membership is simply not just an opportunity to say I’m a part of a club but rather a scriptural expression of covenant connectedness to a church.

Ed Stetzer, Executive Director, Wheaton College Billy Graham Center

Membership is a reflection of the organic community already existing in the body.  Paul says we are a body.  Can one part say to the other, “I’m not part of you?”  No, it is already a part.  But too often we live as if we are separated.  As a matter of fact, too many churches or Christian gatherings look like piles of dismembered body parts, not a body knit together as God’s agent, His body, His kingdom, at work in the world.  To reject the value of membership is to deny what God has already established in fact.

The bible teaches covenant community.  In Paul’s letters to the church in Corinth they were putting people out of the body.  

So scripture teaches that we can be a part of the body and we can be apart from the body.

Today there is hardly any way to put somebody out because they’re not even in.

You cannot speak of the New Testament church without some recognition of belonging, of membership in a church community.

Membership doesn’t save us but it enables us to become spiritually mature in Christ.

We need membership for reasons related to DISCIPLESHIP, CHURCH HEALTH, and CHURCH UNITY.

Membership instruction and commitment are important aids to DISCIPLESHIP, challenging us to take seriously the call to live as followers of Christ by making concrete commitments in accordance with His will.  At Solomon's Porch membership reminds us the Christian life is not a spectator sport, but comes with the expectation of spiritual growth, stewardship and ministry involvement.

Membership is vital for CHURCH HEALTH as well.  It’s a reasonable requirement not only for Pastors, Board members, and staff members, but also for any SP Ministry Team Leader, House Church Leader, and Sunday School Teacher or Ministry Team Member (IP, River, Well). 

Our members understand the kind of church we are called to be, pledge their cooperation with SP’s leaders, and embrace our Mission, Values, What We Believe (Statement of Faith) and Vision. When they sign the Membership Covenant, they can be counted on to steward their gifts, time and resources in ways that honor God and build up Solomon's Porch.

Membership also instills CHURCH UNITY by insuring that members are aligned with who we are, what’s important to us, and the kind of church God has called us to become.  Our members understand and embrace the shared blueprint God has given us to know Him, be like Him, and make Him known.

Membership matters not only for leaders, but also for all who care about Solomon's Porch and want it to thrive as a community of faith extending God’s kingdom.  People are welcome to attend our church, worship with us, and even serve on some ministry teams without becoming members.  But by becoming a member, one joins the ranks of those who promise to attend, serve, and financially support SP.  They indicate their commitment to honor the Lord through SP, and strive to model the participation and godliness we hope others will grow towards. 

By joining our growing church family as a member, you take up your place in our efforts to share God’s grace and truth so that people come to know, love and serve Jesus Christ
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