Praying for the persecuted church
Today is the International Day of Prayer for the persecuted church. Let’s take a moment to think about our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering greatly because of their faith. We’re so comfortable here. Most of us probably don’t have any idea what it’s like to actually be persecuted. I can’t imagine. Let’s pause a bit. 
From idop.ca regarding this day:
In some parts of the world, choosing to follow Christ can be dangerous, and even life-threatening. Simply practicing one’s faith can lead to physical harm, loss of livelihood, arrest or even death. Persecuted believers live with the added burden of feeling isolated and cut off, possibly even from friends and family. Maybe with the small taste we have had of those kinds of restrictions with Covid-19, we can empathize even just a little bit more with our brothers and sisters isolated and living with persecution. 
These brothers and sisters have already learned to live with isolation and have a powerful message to us: There is power in HOPE, and Hope does not disappoint! (Romans 5:5) 
In Christ, while these persecuted Christians may be isolated, they are not alone. God is indeed with them and we, the body of Christ, are also one with them. As scripture says – “if one suffers, all suffer” (1 Corinthians 12:26). 
Today, more than 260 million Christians are suffering and persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ. 
This year, three countries highlighted. Let’s stand with the believers in these countries. 
Bangladesh
· 38th most dangerous place to be a Christian
· Pray for strength for believers to stand strong in their faith. There is a lot of pressure for believers from Muslim backgrounds to recant or be killed
· Pray for Christians who have left their communities. Pray that the Lord will provide for their physical, emotional and spiritual needs. 
Nigeria
· 12th most dangerous place to be a Christian
· Pray for our brothers and sisters who deal with the constant threat of violence. The violence often ends in loss of life, physical injury or property loss
· Pray that the Church will be able to withstand pressure to give up the faith and have the grace to respond to their challenges. 
Yemen
· 8th most dangerous place to be a Christian
· The ongoing war and famine are bringing much hardship to our brothers and sisters in Yemen. Pray that Christians will receive the relief aid that they need to survive, especially during COVID-19. 
· Pray for protection for those Christians who are threatened and under pressure from their families and communities
Visit IDAP.ca for more information
-----
Main message
Luke 19:1-10
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. 3 Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and he was unable due to the crowd, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up a sycamore tree in order to see Him, because He was about to pass through that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 And he hurried and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 When the people saw this, they all began to complain, saying, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner!” 8 But Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I am giving to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone, I am giving back four times as much.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
Let’s pray. 
God is not a God of disorder. God is a God of order. 
· More in terms of our personal lives. 
· God takes the disorder of our lives and restores His order. 
· The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost
· This is what God does. He takes that which is broken, lost, disordered and saves it (restores it). 
Give to God your chaos. Surrender to Him. Admit that there is disorder in certain places of your life and turn to Jesus. And He will restore you.
· Introduce one of our ministries that help with this process: River
1 Peter 2:12 NIV
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
· Public life
· Private life
· Inner life
Everything flows out of the inner life (the heart)
Prov. 4:23 NASB
Watch over your heart with all diligence,
For from it flow the springs of life.
What do you think was going on in Zaccheus’ heart? 
· This is the only place we read about him, but we can still learn a lot
· He was rich
· How did he get all this wealth?
· He was the chief tax collector. 
· Tax collectors worked for the Roman government, collecting taxes from the Israelites and giving them to the Roman government.
· They got rich, not only through the salary they received from the Roman government. They got rich through robbing people
· Taking more money than was required
· CHIEF tax collector. The worst of them all. 
· What can we imagine about Zaccheus’ heart?
· Greedy
· Driven by his love of money
· Self-centered
· Conniving
· He was hated by most people
· Verse 7 - everyone grumbles
· Because of his job, most people hated him (not only a traitor, but also a thief)
· Imagine what that would do to someone’s heart
· Lonely
· Bitter
· Sad
· Angry
Although he was rich. He was “successful”. But he was lost. 
· Can you think of people like that? 
· Can you see yourself in the story of Zacchaeus? 
What’s amazing is - the name Zaccheus? It means PURE
· Names are important. Ken naming his son William. 
· It speaks of destiny and identity!
We don’t know what happens exactly, but in that one encounter with Jesus, his heart is completely transformed. 
· Maybe it was the way He said his name - pure. He’s calling forth his identity. 
· Or the way He looked at him - and he saw and felt the amazing love of God. 
· Or the fact that he got chosen - He understood God’s grace.
His heart is brought back into proper order. His identity is restored. His destiny is restored. Early church tradition suggests that Zacchaeus became the first bishop of Caesarea. 
The specific name that God has for each person is probably different (just as we name each of our children differently). But overall, we know God’s order for a Christian life. 
Dallas Willard in Renovations of the Heart
For example, we read Jesus’ own words, that those who give themselves to him will receive a “living water,” the Spirit of God Himself, that will keep them from ever again being thirsty—being driven and ruled by unsatisfied desires—and that this “water” will become a well or spring of such water “gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:14). Indeed, it will even become “rivers of living water” flowing from the center of the believer’s life to a thirsty world (John 7:38). Or we read Paul’s prayer that believers would “know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that they may be filled with all the fullness of God . . . by the power at work within us, that is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:19-20). Or Peter’s words about how those who love and trust Jesus “rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy” (1 Peter 1:8, nrsv), with “genuine mutual love” pouring from their hearts (1:22), ridding themselves of “all malice, and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander” (2:1, nrsv), silencing scoffers at the Way of Christ by simply doing what is right (2:15), and casting all their anxieties upon God because he cares for us (5:7).
The life of a child of God is meant to be characterized in this way: satisfied with the living water of JEsus Christ, rooted in His love (secure, safe, confident), indescribable and glorious joy. And displaying the fruit of the Holy Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Living out the beatitudes.
How is your life? Your public life? Your private life? Your inner life?
· Do you live a double life? A hidden life? 
· Do you live from a place of peace, joy, security?
· What are the areas of disorder in your own life? Bring them to Jesus. 
Luke 18:9-14
9 Now He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and began praying this in regard to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, crooked, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to raise his eyes toward heaven, but was beating his chest, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other one; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
This parable is given just a few verses before the story of Zacchaeus. 
· Luke provides the perfect example of a tax collector who recognizes his own sinfulness and turns to God in humble brokenness. 
7 When the people saw this, they all began to complain, saying, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner!” 8 But Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I am giving to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone, I am giving back four times as much.”
· What we see in Zacchaeus’ response to the grumbling of the people is his humility/recognition of his own sinfulness
· We can imagine someone like Zacchaeus responding with defiance.
· It wasn’t Jesus that rebuked him! It was the people, on the side, murmuring
· He could have said many things, “well what about you?? You think you’re so righteous?” Who do you think you are? “Jesus chose me! So there must be something wrong with you” 
· Instead he agrees with them. You’re right! I am a sinner. And He comes clean before Jesus. Both recognizing and renouncing his ways. 
This passage illustrates how we can experience this kind of healing/reordering/restoration. 
· “God, be merciful to me, the sinner”. ESV: “God, have mercy on me, a sinner”
· Humble recognition of your own disorder, your own mess
Video of Rachel and testimony
We all have areas of our lives where it’s messy, disordered, chaos. It may not be as drastic as Rachel’s story, but it’s still so far from the life that Jesus has in mind when He talks about the life we’re meant to have in Him. 
Let’s come to Him today, in our time of communion. Pray the humble prayer, asking for His mercy. Specifically name the disorder in your life. Invite Him to come and do something only He can do to restore order in your life. 
-----
Communion
1 Corinthians 11:23-30 NASB
For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; [24] and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me." [25] In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." [26] For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes. [27] Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. [28] But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. [29] For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. [30] For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.
-----
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace, shalom, from this day forever. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
