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Colossians 1:28

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

Our goal – to present every person as a fully devoted follower of Christ.

We have always had the concept of membership:

· Good standing member of a House Church

· Tithe and give regularly to SP

· Every member a servant

It was just very loose.  We are now putting feet to the vision.  

Again, nothing is going to change.  This is not a country club membership.

Membership allows the church leaders to be able to disciple our people better by giving us touch points to minister to them.

Membership is not so much about identifying who is in and who is out but about how we can minister to and be accountable to one another.

Q. – What if one year I was not able to serve because I had a baby, will I lose my membership?

A. – No.  Again its not about who is in or out but its about a conversation to be had to help each member to grow.

Going back to the Colossians passage:

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

This is what we as leaders are trying to do.

Really this is a natural overflow of Sonship.  

Same people who struggle with Sonship will also struggle with membership.

Talk with PNate – I don’t know how many times I can try to explain it – it’s not an intellectual issue but a spiritual issue.  

May be approaching this in a wrong way – humanist way instead of in a spiritual way.

Example – evangelism.

People who struggle with authority, commitment, and submission – as leaders we need to give sound reason but that is not the real fight.

2 Corinthians 10:3


For though we walk in the flesh we do not war according to the flesh.

This is what you are committing to:

1.  I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH

· By acting in love toward other members

Romans 14:19

So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

· By refusing to gossip

Ephesians 4:29 

Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

· By submitting and following the leaders

Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

2. I WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH

· By praying regularly for pastors, leaders and church

1 Thessalonians 1:2

We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;

· By witnessing to the pre-believers and inviting them to attend church

Luke 14:23-24

And the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the highways and along the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my house may be filled.  For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste of my dinner.’”

· By warmly welcoming all who visit and come to church

Romans 15:7

Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.

3. I WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH

· By discovering my gifts and talents and using them to build the church

1 Peter 4:10 

As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

· By being equipped to serve and minister by my pastors

Ephesians 4:11-12 

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;

· By developing a servant’s heart

Philippians 2:3-5, 7 

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,

But emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.

4. I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH

· By attending Sunday service, House Church and special gatherings faithfully

Hebrews 10:24-25 

and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

· By living a godly life

Philippians 1:27 

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;

· By giving regularly – tithes and offerings

1 Corinthians 16:2 

On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.

    Exodus 23:19

You shall bring the choice first fruits of your soil in the house of the Lord your God.
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