INTRO (JUSTIFICATION & SANCTIFICATION)
Justification is the process in which we are saved by grace through faith.
· Jesus came down to Earth as man
· He lived a perfect life so that he could be a perfect sacrifice
· He suffered and died on the cross to pay the wages of our sin, which was death. And he paid it off with his own life.
· On the third day he rose from the dead and conquered death.
The moment we repent and put our trust in Jesus, our sins are forgiven and we are justified. This process is called justification.
Two things happen the moment we decide to give our lives to Jesus. Justification and sanctification.
Philippians 2:12
So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
Paul is talking about sanctification.
Sanctification is the process where God molds our lives to be more like Jesus. This is an ongoing process where God molds our identity and our relationships to be more like Him.
Two week ago, Pastor Nate shared about Zaccheus, and Rachel shared about her life. Both were about the sanctification process of how God re-molded and restored their identity.
Today I’m doing a follow-up to Pastor Nate’s message, and I want to focus on the aspect of how God molds and restores our relationships. But more specifically, the area of confrontation. The title of my message today is Restoration through Confrontation.


RESTORATION THROUGH CONFRONTATION
John 13:34-35
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
Paraphrase: If we love each other the way God loves us, people are gonna see something different from the world. Something that’s miraculous that they will be inspired and want to be a part of.
But what exactly is it that people will see when people are loving each other that would be so inspiring.
Is it that everyone gets along and that there are no problems?
What made Rachel’s sharing so inspiring?
Is it because of the results? She’s married now, has a wonderful husband, and has three cute boys, and genuinely seems really happy?
Or was it that she was incredibly vulnerable and courageous up there on stage sharing her story. That despite how difficult a situation she was in, she responded by turning to God. She didn’t give up, and confronted all the hurts, insecurities, and regrets in her life, and drew on God’s strength in her weakness and persevered. It’s how she did it that was inspiring.
In the same way, how the church does relationships is what will inspire. When things get tough and messy, are we willing to confront one another in love, and be real and vulnerable and not give up on each other?


DON’T WANT TO DO IT
When we talk about confrontation, most of us have a negative association with the word. In fact, when I shared that I was going to share about confrontation, I was asked if there was a better word I could use.
We all have our reasons, but most of us really don’t like confrontation.
I was the worst at it. I didn’t want to do it at all.
Examples:
· Could never confess my feeling to another girl.
· I never had any conflicts with my friends.
· First time confronting as a HC leader.
It was a vulnerability issue. I worried too much about how people would respond and how people would think of me if I revealed what I was really feeling.


TWO TYPES OF CONFRONTATION
1. Confrontation of Sin (not-vulnerable)
2. Personal Conflict (vulnerable)


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU DON’T CONFRONT
1. Misunderstanding
Matthew 18:15-17
“If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
First of all we see that it is biblical. Jesus is giving very specific protocol to how to handle confrontation in the area of discipline.
Here’s the problem. A lot of times we skip to the last step. We have a conflict with someone and we react by “treating them as you would a pagan or a tax collector”. We may not actually by physically kicking people out of church, but we’ve kicked the person out of our hearts.
P. Sam talked about membership, and compared each member to being a part of the body. When would you ever amputate a part of your body? Even the least important part? It would be the last resort, yet oftentimes, we did this as our first option.
Why do you think we do that?
Eg. Nate & I playing basketball and wanting to fight.
The BIG problem: We judge people's actions, and also judge people’s heart and intentions.
We judged his actions, and made a judgement that he had ill intentions towards us, and so we were ready to fight.
1 Samuel 16:7
for God does not see as man sees, since man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
Only God can judge a man’s heart and intentions. We can make an educated guess, but to be certain, you need to talk to and find out.
2. Bitterness
If you’re unwilling to confront, you’re going to become bitter. And the longer this goes on, the more bitter you become. Because if you’re upset at someone, and you decided to not tell them, the likeness is that it’ll keep happening. And if it keeps happening, you’re just going to progressively get more and more bitter.
The result of that bitterness affects you and the church. It affects you because you’ll be miserable and dissatisfied. It affects the church because you’ll become divisive. You’ll complain, gossip, then you start arguing.
Philippians 2:14
Do all things without complaining or arguments; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent
Paul addresses the Philippi church, and there are many unresolved issues and conflicts, and as a result people a complaining and argument. In contrast to the verse on people being inspired on how people are loving each other, how would people feel seeing people arguing and complaining with each other.


WHY SHOULD YOU CONFRONT
1. It’s the loving thing to do
You look at the life of Jesus in the Bible, and there are a lot of confrontations. He has confrontations with his disciples, with the Pharasees, with the crowds that followed him. Why did he do it? Love.
If I hear my son or daughter call someone stupid, what am I going to do? Kids will be kids? I’m sure you’ve met adults who are rude, disrespectful, self-centered and you know what that’s like. And for me to not confront and bring correction, they are going to have difficulty in relationships when they grow up. The loving thing would be to confront and bring confrontation.
In that same regard, If your brother or sister is walking in sin, the loving thing to do is to confront.
2. I will protect the unity of the church
This is one of our for membership commitment.
This is critical for Solomon’s Porch
This was critical in Paul’s letters to the church.
To protect the unity, we need to be willing to step into confrontation to restore unity and not let misunderstanding and bitterness bring division.


THIS IS HOW WE DO IT
Step one: Motive
Is it kind? Is it necessary?
Is it kind? Anger? Accusations?
Is it necessary? What are you trying to achieve? Are you trying to restore unity?
Step two: Execution
Philippians 2:3-4
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
Two Keys
do not merely look out for your own personal interests
You need to know what’s going on inside of you. It’s not that helpful if all you can share is I’m angry. Here’s the hard part. Anger is just a symptom. What is the root? What caused the hurt? Takes a lot of humility and vulnerability to recognize that you were hurt and be willing to share it.
but also for the interests of others
but with humility consider one another as more important than yourselves
Now that you’ve figured out what’s going on with you, you naturally want to share to be understood. But when you go into the confrontation, are you willing to prioritize understanding the other person? Where confrontations go no where is when both parties are trying to get the other person to understand them.
Two keys: Understand yourself, but be more concerned with understanding the other person.


CONCLUSION
I recognize that there are so many things regarding this topic that I have not covered or addressed in confrontation. That’s where you can go deeper with it in HC.
My objective today is that we would be willing to step into confrontation in love for the sake of restoration and unity.
Confrontation is still hard for me. Confronting P. Sam, or Nate or my wife. It’s difficult to confront those that you love. Especially my wife, because I love her the most. What they say, and the tone they say it affects you. I’m sensitive. I’m just like P. Sam. But I don’t want to let misunderstanding or bitterness take root. I want to preserve the unity of our relationships.
Eg. Inner healing with Janie
