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Colossians 1:28

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

Our theme this year from 1 Corinthians 14 – Our God is a God of order!  Out of chaos He brings order.  

4th Wave?  Keep your ear out for the latest.

Storm, winter (season), or ice age?

Everyone is now familiar with Zoom.  There is talk that we may go back to Zoom.  Been great to have these tools but there is also a danger as well.  

Introduces a casualness to our faith – can watch service in my underwear.

Thrive don’t just survive!

The vision of Solomon's Porch is to know Him, to be like Him and to make Him known.

Our mission is to be a place where people can encounter God

· Truth encounter

· Love encounter

· Allegiance encounter

One of the pleasures of being around SP is that people grow.  All healthy living things grow.  I am not talking about church size because that is not indicative of spiritual growth.  But the call for every believer to grow is a biblical imperative.

2 Peter 3:18

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

So today I want to talk about spiritual growth.  God desires that we grow.  Life is inlaid with God’s growth process.  

· School
· Work
· Marriage
· Children
Inlaid in all this is a necessity to grow and die to self.

Growth happens when we realign ourselves with God.

If you’re not growing your life is out of alignment.

Story of couple.
1st Alignment - Come and See

I believe in the gospel enough to benefit from it.

John 1:38-39

And Jesus turned, and beheld then following, and said to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to Him, "Rabbi (which translated means teacher), where are you staying?"

And He said to them, "Come, and you will see."

One of the guys was Andrew, Peter's brother. He was looking for something.

He wanted something for himself. Peace? Purpose? Life?

Nothing wrong with that.

I believe in the gospel enough to benefit from it.

· Keep me out of hell

· Forgive my sins

· Something spiritual - out of this world

· Friendships in church/community

· Satisfaction of a seeking heart

Again, nothing wrong with that as a starting point.

If we are honest, we all came to Jesus because we had a need.

Needed to get free, needed to get healed, needed to be forgiven, needed purpose,

Needed new life, needed some community, needed help, needed God.

There was some sort of need and we benefit from it.

I believe in the gospel enough to benefit from it.

In this scenario, I get a lot but don't have to give a lot.

Grace, grace, grace. Unmerited favor. Get what I don't deserve.

Again, good starting point but if we stay at this level then we will not grow.

2nd Alignment - Come and Follow

I believe in the gospel enough to contribute comfortably to it.

John 1:43

The next day He purposed to go forth into Galilee, and He found Philip. And

Jesus said to him, "Follow Me."

Now we understand and have been experiencing the benefits and now realize that we are called to serve and help.

The key is convenience. We will do it when it’s convenient to do so. We may sometimes go out of our way but that would be an anomaly. That would not be normal.

Our Christian life is safe. We set the boundaries and for the most part live within them.

This is a good Christian life.

We are comfortable with being nice Christians and that is enough.

Problem is we will never change the world around us.

Henry Blackaby

Will God ever ask you to do something you are not able to do? The answer is yes, all the time! It must be that way, for God's glory and kingdom. If we function according to our ability alone, we get the glory; if we function according to the power of the Spirit within us, God gets the glory. He wants to reveal Himself to a watching world.

For some the "good Christian life" is not enough...

3rd Alignment - Come and Die

I believe in the gospel enough to give my life to it.

John 12:23-25

And Jesus answered them saying, "the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

He who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.

Dietrich Bonheoffer


When Christ bids a man to come, He bids him to come and die.

This kind of Christianity is living for the eternal. It’s not living for the now, the temporal. It's living a life that is eternal.

This is not just a Christian ideal.

Martin Luther King Jr. in a speech given in Detroit, MI in 1963
If a man hasn't discovered something that he will die for, he isn't fit to live.

This is kingdom living. Kingdom generosity. Kingdom glory.

It's about living for something, someone, beyond ourselves. Laying our lives out there.

It's a life dictated by vision.

Unfortunately we settle.  God wants to give us the real thing but we settle for poor substitutes.

· Emotions instead of Holy Spirit

· Sleep instead of rest

· Quiet instead of peace

· Sex instead of intimacy

They are literally living the next life, not this one. Doesn't mean they are no earthly good, but everything they do is based on God. They don’t change jobs but work for God in their jobs. Even chooses jobs based on what God wants.

I love watching people going to the next level.  

JL – totally lived his life for himself.  Now lives for others.  

Henry Blackaby

If Christians around the world were to suddenly renounce their personal agendas, their life goals and their aspirations, and begin responding in radical obedience to everything God showed them. The world would be turned upside down. How do we know? Because that's what first century Christians did, and the world is still talking about it.
The general of the Persian army always gave his condemned prisoners a choice – the firing squad or the black door. Most chose the firing squad. The prisoners were never told what was on the other side of the black door. Few ever chose the unknown of the black door.

When asked what was on the other side of the black door the general answered "Freedom and I've known only a few men brave enough to take it.”
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