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Colossians 1:28

We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

Message, Colossians 1:26-29

This mystery has been kept in the dark for a long time, but now it’s out in the open. God wanted everyone, not just Jews, to know this rich and glorious secret inside and out, regardless of their background, regardless of their religious standing. The mystery in a nutshell is just this: Christ is in you, so therefore you can look forward to sharing in God’s glory. It’s that simple. That is the substance of our Message. We preach Christ, warning people not to add to the Message. We teach in a spirit of profound common sense so that we can bring each person to maturity. To be mature is to be basic. Christ! No more, no less. That’s what I’m working so hard at day after day, year after year, doing my best with the energy God so generously gives me.
Our theme this year from 1 Corinthians 14 – Our God is a God of order!  Out of chaos He brings order.  

In order for us to get into God’s order we have to realign our life with God!

1st alignment – Come and See

I believe in the gospel enough to benefit from it.

2nd alignment – Come and follow

I believe in the gospel enough to contribute comfortably to it.

3rd alignment – Come and die

I believe in the gospel enough to give my life to it.

Saying yes to Jesus means saying no to other things.

For the most part we have settled.  God wants to give us the real thing but we settle for poor substitutes.

· Emotions instead of the Holy Spirit

· Sleep instead of rest

· Quiet instead of peace

· Sex instead of intimacy

Over the years I have found a good way to realign myself to God:

Love what God loves and hate what God hates.

Ephesians 5:10


Trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

If you did this you would have an incredible life.

If you did this in your marriage you would have an amazing marriage.

This is what Jesus was all about.

John 8:29


…for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.

If we are always going to focus on what we can get away with then we will never walk in the fullness of what God has in store for us.

Proverbs 6:16-19

There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who declares lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.

Message

Here are six things God hates, and one more that He loathes with a passion: eyes that are arrogant, a tongue that lies, hands that murder the innocent, a heart that hatches evil plots, feet that race down a wicked track, a mouth that lies under oath, a troublemaker in the family.

Solomon uses a list a few times in the book of Proverbs.  

Most of these sins are connected to something we do in and through our body.  

· Eyes have a proud look 

· Tongue lies

· Hands shed innocent blood

· Heart devises evil plans

· Feet run to evil

Romans 6:13

And do not go on presenting the parts of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead, and our body’s parts as instruments of righteousness for God.

Eyes that are arrogant

Proverbs 16:18


Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.

You think you are better than other people.  Look down on others.

Tongue that lies

Fraud, embezzlement, slander, libel, breach of promise and fake news are all a product of a lying heart.  Where does lying come from?

John 8:44

You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he tells a lie, he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of lies.

Hands that murder the innocent

The sixth commandment says you shall not murder.  Murder can be committed in many ways.

1 John 3:15

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

You can murder your wife, your kids, and your house church leader by the poisonous venom of hatred and bitterness.

Heart that hatches evil plots

Everything happens in the heart before it happens with the hands.

Matthew 15:19

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

Another way of looking at it is a deceitful heart.

Telling people to just follow their heart is bad advice.  Our hearts are deceitful.

Jeremiah 17:9

The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?

Feet that race down a wicked path

Thoughts and a heart that is not nourished with God’s truth will lead to sinful actions.

These feet run towards sin.  They are the feet that loot during riots.  They love to run to conflicts and watch fights.  They are quick to act unrighteous.

Mouth that lies under oath

This goes beyond lying.  This is someone who takes an oath and then intentionally lies and spreads misinformation.

This is the 9th commandment.

Exodus 20:16


You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

What does God loathe with a passion?

A troublemaker in the family 

One who spreads strife among the brothers.  Something that happens internally.

Really the 7th one is the result of the previous six sins.

Commentators write about the 7th – one who unleashes conflicts, one who troubles the peace of a family, village, church.

Someone who causes divisions for their own selfish ends.

Notice these seven sins that God hates is focused on how we treat others.  

God is very interested in how we treat other people.

Love what God loves and hate what God hates.
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