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Luke 2:8-14

When Pope Julius I authorized December 25 to be celebrated as the birthday of Jesus in A.D. 353, who would have ever thought that it would become what it is today.

When Professor Charles Follen lit candles on the first Christmas tree in America in 1832, who would have ever thought that the decorations would become as elaborate as they are today.

When the Magi brought forth gifts who would have ever thought that gifts would be the primary reason people celebrate Christmas.

It is a long time since 1832, longer still from 353, longer still from that dark night brightened by a special star in which Jesus the king was born. Yet, as we approach December 25 again, it gives us yet another opportunity to pause, and in the midst of all the excitement and elaborate decorations and expensive commercialization which surround Christmas today, to consider again the event of Christmas and the person whose birth we celebrate.

The Christmas message is that there is hope for a ruined humanity – hope of pardon, hope of peace with God, hope of glory because at the Father's will

Jesus Christ became poor and was born in a stable so that thirty years later He might hang on a cross.

Play Charlie Brown video.

The Meaning of Christmas:

1. We can be forgiven.

This is our greatest need.

Not long before she died in 1988, in a moment of surprising candor in television, Marghanita Laski, one of the best-known secular humanists and novelists, said, "What I envy most about you Christians is your forgiveness; I have nobody to forgive me."

Acts 13:38

Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you 

Ephesians 1:7

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.

If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator;

If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; 

If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; 
If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer;

But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.

Because Jesus was born in the manger we can be forgiven and free.

2. We can focus on what we have instead of what we don't have.

With all the gifts we can easily focus on what we don't have instead of treasure what we do have.

Christmas becomes what we want and giving instead of what we already have.

Many years ago we got to spend time with our family In Colorado. Couldn't ask for a better time. Snow, sledding, fun.

Flying back home we walked past the business class seats and Elyse stopped and said I want one of those and began to cry when we had to walk past. We could have focused on what we didn't have. I was offered an upgrade but didn't take it so we can be together as a family. Better to be together than separated.

What do we have?

· A loving God

· A church to call home

· Family

· Work and a career

· Good health

· Friends

· Purpose

If none of these things, we have life.

3. We can have real hope

During a tumultuous year we can hold on to something that has happened and will happen.

Christmas means 2000 years ago God sent His son into a dying, restless world in need of help and purpose.

1 Peter 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

We have a living hope in Christ because of what He has done.

1 Peter 1:13

Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

The word prepare (anazonnume) is a term describing physical preparation – to gird up.  It is a metaphor derived from the practice of the Orientals, who in order to be unimpeded in their movements were accustomed when starting on a journey or engaging in any work to bind their long flowing garments closely around their bodies and fastened them with a leather belt.

Think of soldiers preparing to go off to battle, or an athlete preparing for competition.

Reminds us of when Peter saw Jesus revealed on the shores of Galilee he immediately wrapped up his garment and took action in John 21.  Peter uses the same word and imagery here and invites the early followers of Jesus to take the same action toward the hope the hope they have in Jesus Christ.

Some linguists suggest that the word hope shares etymological roots with the word hop, conveying that to hope for something is to leap in expectation, to hope towards possibility.

In our day the idea of hope is now primarily connected with passivity and away from its action oriented nature.  

We hope a vaccine for the corona virus will come soon.

We hope the lines aren’t too long.

We hope we can travel again soon.

We hope everything will work out.

Today hope is more like wishing.  Wishful thinking.

But Christian hope is not wishful thinking.  Christian hope is an expectant leap forward.

Message

So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, be totally ready to receive the gift that’s coming when Jesus arrives.

Christian hope is about rolling up our sleeves and getting to work.  It’s a willingness to get our hands dirty, to labor and toil our way toward expectation and promise.  

So different from the world’s idea of hope – wishful thinking.  Christian hope is shaped by a resilience and fortitude.  Christian hope does not shy away from suffering and pain.

Tim Keller

While other worldviews lead us to sit in the midst of life’s joys, foreseeing the coming sorrows, Christianity empowers its people to sit in the midst of this world’s sorrows, tasting the coming joy.

In this most difficult year we have hope not in a vaccine but in our God who is coming back for us.

Christian hope doesn’t ignore fear, anxiety and doubt – it confronts them.

It holds steady clinging to peace in the midst of chaos.

Advent comes from the Latin adventus meaning arrival.  A baby has been born to take away the sins of the world and give us true hope.

Advent also reminds us of how the story ends as well.  He is coming back.

We can face anything and everything with resilience, fortitude, patience and faith because He is coming back!

Paul said it best.

Romans 8:18

For I consider the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

Romans 8:24-25

For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

With perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  

Christmas is about a baby being born who will come again.  That is why we have hope!

John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.
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