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I think we can all agree that 2020 was one of the craziest is not craziest years we have had in HK and around the world.

In HK – marches against the extradition bill that led mass protests and even a college campus turned into a war zone.  Meanwhile in Wuhan, what started out as another round of SARS turned into a global pandemic, which has affected nearly everyone living on the planet.

In other parts of the world we had violent protests, Black Lives Matter, social unrest.

By the way in early 2019 the US Department of Health and Human Services carried out a pandemic exercise named “Crimson Contagion” which imagined a flu pandemic starting in China and spreading around the world.  The simulation predicted at 586,000 people would die in the US alone.  As of today, there have been 341k deaths in the US due to covid-19.
I still remember during a sermon when I was reflecting out loud I asked the congregation to name me one respected world leader and no one could think of even one.  After the service someone came up to me and said Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern of New Zealand.  I agreed with her until I spoke to some Kiwis who gave me a different opinion about her.

There are no saviors in the world except Jesus the Christ!

I asked the question, is this a storm, winter, or ice age?

How we have responded to the difficulties speaks volumes about where we are at in our relationship with God.

Did we respond in fear, feel, or faith?

In May 2008 my mother passed away after a 9-month battle with stomach cancer.  She eventually died of liver failure and contracted pneumonia.  She fought bravely and taught me a lot about dealing with adversity.  I took many trips to Pusan, Korea to be with her.  She never asked, “Why is this happening to me?”  Rather, “What can I learn from this?  What is God trying to teach me?”

CS Lewis

God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in our pains.  It is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.

What is God shouting to us about?

I did a poll of some SP leaders and asked them if they could change one thing about 2020 what would it be?  Here are some of their responses:

1. No covid!

2. Restrictions on travel to see family abroad.

3. Encouraging my wife more instead of trying to correct her.

4. No online school!

5. Less injuries!

6. Reduce the suffering of people who were most exposed to covid – poor and needy.

7. Nothing! (Most popular response)

8. Be more thankful in the moment and not always hoping for a better future.

9. Not taking advantage of the extra time to get close to God.

10. To have enjoyed this precious time more despite uncertainties and challenges.

11. Seeking more of God’s wisdom on handling life situations.

Been praying about the theme for 2021…and I got nothing.  This doesn’t mean that God is not speaking but rather He is not done being the God of Order.

This will be part 1 of 2.  Part 2 will come at our January Conference.

John 6:16-21

Some of the most comforting words in the entire Bible.

John 6:20

But He said to them, “It is I, do not be afraid.”

No matter how difficult life gets, trust the Lord.

When times get tough we have a tendency to revert to our old nature.

· Africa – Christians after they get sick go to see their witch doctors.  Paradigm shift for Dr. Kraft, a Brethren missionary in Nigeria – “you have no power.”

· Getting older and unmarried – lower our standards of faith and character.  Man/woman of God, Christian, goes to church, heartbeat.

· Financial difficulties and we are tempted not to tithe and give.

Hebrews 13:5-6

Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never leave desert you, not will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What shall man do to me?”

It’s I, do not be afraid.

Jesus is saying He has not abandoned you especially in the tough times.

Immanuel – God with us.

God kicked Himself out of heaven to be with us!
In this world, there will be difficulties, hardships, pandemics, and pain.  It is the nature of the fallen world we live in.

John 16:33

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Our hope comes from the Lord who has overcome the world.

1.  Jesus is in the Storm

Storms happen.  This is life.

Jesus is in the storm.  He is not on holiday somewhere looking from a distance.  He is right in the thick of it.  When you suffer, He suffers.  When you hurt, He hurts.

Have you ever prayed for someone and felt God’s immense heart?  Every once in a while in our prayer lives God will give us a glimpse of His compassion and love.

Youth retreat.

God does amazing things to us in the storm.

David says in Psalm 4, “You have enlarged me in my distress.”  

God does something very deep and profound in the storm.

Jesus is in the storm.  

It doesn’t matter where you are going – what matters is with whom you are going with.

Western Christianity seems so fixated on eliminating suffering.  Idea of a blessed life is a life devoid of suffering.  Not true.

William Batten, former Chairman of the NYSE in an article in Fortune Magazine

When I hear my friends say they hope their children don't have to experience the hardships they went through – I don't agree. Those hardships made us what we are. You can be disadvantaged in many ways, and one way may be not having had to struggle.

2. Invite Jesus into your Boat

Volitional act.  Whatever your situation, invite Jesus in. 

Disciples received Him into the boat – volitional act to invite Him into their situation.

God is a gentleman.  He will come where He is invited.

Luke 24:28

And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He would go farther.

He acted.  Why?  Because He needs to be invited.  He has given us a will and the ability to choose.  We can invite Him in or leave Him outside.

Revelation 3:20

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.

William Holman Hunt, Light of the world – no door handle.

Whatever you situation is, invite the Lord into it.  

Intercede, seek His face and counsel.  

Don’t just rock back and forth and be tossed by the waves of doubt and uncertainty but ask Him to come.

Amazing things happen when we ask Him to come.

In over 28 years of following Christ, whenever I have asked Him to come He has never denied me or failed me.

3. Let Jesus take you to your Destination

In this passage there is no mention that Jesus quieted the storm like in Mark 4 but Jesus this time does His work in a different way.

After He got in the boat, the boat reached its destination.  Whatever the purpose of the storm, the destination was reached.

Wherever it was that the disciples wanted to go – they got there immediately.

Notice He didn’t stop the storm but the disciples got to their destination.

Have you ever heard people give testimonies of struggling when they were doing it their way and then when we finally decided to do it His way, everything just flowed?

Relationship with Lisa – banging my head until I gave up and then everything happened.

If we would trust in Him – we will get to our destination.

When we yield and allow Him to be God, we get to where He wants us to go.

God is God and I am not.

It’s Me, Don’t be afraid!
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