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Luke 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

Going to touch on a potentially sensitive topic.  Some people might say, you’re a pastor, stick to your lane.  Youth pastor days when we were told to just preach and do the spiritual things and we (elders) will manage the money.

But money is very spiritual.  

There are more than 500 verses in the Bible concerning prayer.  

Nearly 500 verses concerning faith but more than 2,000 verses on the subject of money and possessions.

Jesus talked about money in 16 of his 38 parables.

Clearly from the Bible’s point of view, we need to understand money and how to handle it.

How you handle money reveals volumes about your priorities, loyalties and affections.

God does not need your money. 

If God needed your money He would be an impotent God.

But God asks us to give not for His sake, but for ours.

My story.  

· Growing up.  Dad came to US with $20 and 4 kids

· Vanguard University Business Club.  

Professor Rich

“Everything you have is not yours.  The key issue is stewardship and the key question is not how much you are going to give but how much you are going to keep.”

· Seminary and parent’s mission expenses.

God wants to give you all things. God is the most incredible giver of all time. 

Romans 8:32 

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

James 1:17 

Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow. 
You can never out-give God 
Wednesday prayer and praise.

God is always giving.

John 3:16

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

Even grace, charis, means gift or favor. 

Jesus Christ is Lord! 

If He is not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all. 

Remember Satan dines on our leftovers.                                 God wants to entrust riches to you. 

Luke 16: 10-11 

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you? 

2 Chronicles 16:9 

For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His...                                                                                                                                      

1 Samuel 2:30

...for those who honor Me, I will honor, and those who despise Me will be lightly esteemed.                       

Let's be trustworthy stewards. 
Principles of Generosity
1. Give joyfully, reap abundantly

2 Corinthians 9:7                                                                                                                               Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 

My intercessor's church always claps when it's time to give because they understand that they are living in a divine opportunity. 

The Lord is not so interested in the amount but the proportion. 

Luke 21:3

And He said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them. 

Only two copper coins.

2. Give at all times

Genesis 26 Isaac sowed in a time of famine.                                                                                 v. 3 he did not look upon circumstances, He looked to God. 

Genesis 26:12

Now Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold.  And the Lord blessed Him, and the man became rich, and continued to grow richer until he became very wealthy.

Isaac became wealthy and prospered, as the people around him did not.

Abimilech tells him to leave because he had become too powerful for them (v. 16).

Why?  He sowed, gave when it was inconvenient.

3. Give away what you lack 
1 Kings 17:8-16 

Poor widow gave her last meal away. The world will tell her to hoard it, eat it and then die. Elijah convinced her that if she planted, she would reap a bountiful harvest. 

Luke 21 widow's mite 

4. Giving will release natural benefits 
Releases anger set against you 

Proverbs 21: 14 

A gift in secret subdues anger 

Releases friends 

Proverbs 19:6 

Many will entreat the favor of a generous man, and every man is a friend to him who gives gifts. 

Releases a place in life and before great men 

Proverbs 18:16 

A man's gift makes room for him, and brings him before great men. 

According to Luke 21, Jesus sees our gifts and especially the way we give. 

We can wow Him or we can sadden Him. 

Let's place ourselves in a position where He can trust us with all things. 
Anyone being blessed by God these days?  Please stand.

Anyone in need of a blessing?  Please raise your hand.
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