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Jeremiah 29:11-13

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you

will call upon Me and come and pray to Me and I will listen to you. And

you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

This has been a crazy year.  Political unrest, racial unrest, and then global pandemic.

We talked about is this a storm, winter (season), or ice age?  

Looks like this will be the new normal.  Just like Sep 11 changed air travel forever I think covid-19 will also have a similar effect.

We missed so much.  My dad’s 80th birthday, retreats, cousin’s funeral, holiday with my wife – Champion’s League and Barca game.  

We became experts in zoom, online learning, and before I used to always carry with me my wallet, keys, and phone.  That now includes a mask.

I was feeling pretty bummed out about everything and was just on survival mode waiting for everything to go back to normal – whatever that was.  And in my QT I heard the Lord rebuke me – “Son, thrive don’t just survive!”  

Something inside me just woke up.  My spirit was roused.  Yes, I am meant to thrive, not just survive.

So it got me thinking, how can I thrive in the midst of uncertainty?

I am a follower of Jesus but I don't always know what to do.

I am a follower of Jesus but I don't have all the answers.

I am a follower of Jesus but I don't always know what is going to happen.

Carl Sagan the noted astronomer told this story:

A newspaper publisher sent a telegram to a noted astronomer: 

WIRE: COLLECT IMMEDIATELY FIVE HUNDRED WORDS ON WHETHER THERE IS LIFE ON MARS.

The astronomer dutifully replied: NOBODY KNOWS – 250 times.

Uncertainty.

We are living in a very uncertain time. So many things up in the air.

When will we be able to travel again?  When can we take our masks off?  

Our jobs, our future, our health are all up in the air.

I WILL ALWAYS BE UNCERTAIN, I CAN BE CERTAIN OF IT

Andy Stanley

Uncertainty is not an indication of poor leadership; it underscores the need for leadership.

I confess that I have been very convicted of my leadership during 2020.  I felt that for most of the year I have been reacting instead of being proactive.  Constantly responding instead of leading.  I wanted 2021 to be different so I had a long talk with God in November about this and He challenged me to fast for 40 days to prepare myself for 2021 and its challenges.  I realized I could have been more prepared for 2020.  God even gave us the theme, God of Order – He was going to bring His order out of the chaos.

Uncertainty is sometimes not an indication of poor choices.

Uncertainty is what life is. Life is uncertain.

But God is not uncertain.

John Wesley

When I was young I was sure of everything; in a few years, having been mistaken a thousand times, I was not half so sure of most things as I was before; at present, I am hardly sure of anything but what God has revealed to me.

James 1:17

Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

God is not shifty.  He remains the same.  There is no variation or shifting shadow.  

Hebrews 13:8


Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, and forever.

This is why we trust Him – He doesn’t waver.  He remains the same.

The epicenter of God's activity was the Cross – the crux of uncertainty.

God shows up in uncertainty.

Example - knee injury. No job, no money, no place to call home, alone from

mission field with bum knee as an athlete. This was the start of my ministry.

God shows up in uncertainty.

We are part of the story – God's story.

God's story is linear not cyclical.

If you were reading a book and came to a difficult chapter would you just give up reading? NO!

Just because you are in a difficult chapter of your life, will you just give up? NO!

You are a part of God's story. He is still writing it and it has a good ending.

Jeremiah 29:11-13

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope. Then you

will call upon Me and come and pray to Me and I will listen to you. And

you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

What do we need to thrive in uncertainty?

1. Clarity

Ok to be uncertain, not ok to be unclear. We need clarity.

Uncertainty clears the way for us to have clarity.

What has God called you to do? What was the original vision?

Joshua 1:10-11

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people saying, “Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for within three days you are going to cross this Jordan, to go in to take possession of the land which the Lord your God is giving you, to possess it.

New leadership after Moses dies.

The Israelites were used to wandering. Good at it. Now had to war.

What was original vision? Take the land.

All they had to do was cross the Jordan.

Uncertainty helps us to go back to the original vision.

Didn’t we realize during the pandemic what was really important?  

Churches had to realize what was really essential.

The Israelites had to do what God told them and depend on Him to do what they couldn't do.

We need to do what God has told us to do and depend on Him to do what we can't do.

Retreat to the vision.

Pack and cross the river. They were good at packing, but not in crossing.

What is your Jordan?

2. Flexibility

Plans change but vision remains the same.

Plans change more in times of uncertainty.

The future belongs to the flexible.

Jim Collins talking about Sam Walton 

No decision was sacred but the vision never changed.

Be flexible. The path may be different but the vision will not change.

Be ready to pivot.

Example: I have had so many job titles (missionary, sports minister, youth pastor, itinerant preacher, Director of Campus Ministries, Director of the Call, associate pastor, church planter, senior pastor, and father of the house) but the vision has remained the same – build His church.
When I was dating I realized I needed to be more flexible.  

Seminary – dates and ask one question regarding China.

Realized I needed to be more flexible because callings change all the time but the vision remains.  Lisa – “I don’t know but I will do whatever God asks me to do.”  Winner…

3. Powerful Prayer

We must pray like crazy.

We must receive grace.

Salvation took away the uncertainty of our eternity. 

Now retreat to prayer and grace.

In 2021 let’s thrive!  Let’s prepare ourselves for a great year despite the uncertainty and despite the circumstances.

I am praying and fasting for you to experience the fullness of God this year!
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