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Ephesians 2:1-10

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

As I mentioned at the end of last year it seems God is still wanting to bring order into our lives personally and as a church.  This year will continue on in this theme and look at areas of our life where we need God’s order to manifest – work, home, relationships, finances, ministry.

For the next few weeks it may seem like we are going back to the basics but I think its important for us to understand what happened to us when we first believed that Jesus died on the cross for our sins.  

During the fast I went on a media fast, I only watched and listened to people who edified my spirit – a lot of John Lennox, apologetics, sermons, testimonies, worship songs and maybe a few food videos – oops.

I saw a video that really touched me.  His name is Micah Wilder and he became a follower of Jesus while he was a Mormon missionary.  He gives one of the best presentations on what the gospel truly is.  Enjoy.

Watch video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0mckI8Xfl8

I really resonated with this because I went from understanding this precious gift of grace to being a taskmaster.  

Personal testimony – Good Friday, April 17, 1992 to April 18.

For some reason this precious gift of grace became something that I had to earn.  So I started to perform for His love.  

We get saved but that is not the end, we also need to renew our minds.

Romans 12:2

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

So what happened to me?  Sonship happened to me.  When by the grace of God He led me to understand that I am not His slave but His son.  I can’t earn it, I can’t perform for it – He offers it to me freely.

1 John 3:1a

See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. 

This was the true longing of my heart to be loved for who I am – not what I do.  

Covenantal Nomism vs. Merit Theology (legalism)

Israelites understood that because they were chosen of God and received the Law, obedience was an overflow.  It suggests that the Jewish view of relationship with God is that keeping the law is based only on a prior understanding of relationship with God.

Because God loves me, I do versus I do in order to get God’s love.

The Israelites served because they were chosen and loved by God not so they can be chosen and loved.

We all have this cry deep within us that is satisfied in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:14-17

For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Next week we will talk about the difference between justification and sanctification.

So today let’s pray and sing and ask God to reveal His love for you.
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