Rev. Samuel Song 
                   Order – Gospel II
                                31 Jan 2021


Ephesians 2:1-10

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Romans 8:22-23

For we know that the whole creation groans ands suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

There is a deep groaning in creation longing for the revelation of the sons of God.

There is an inward groaning in each of us to belong.

Delirious - Belong before they believe – that is the work of the Spirit.

Justification – accepted by God in Jesus Christ

Sanctification – how much we are living like Jesus. 

Justification is the work of God where the righteousness of Jesus is reckoned to the sinner so the sinner is declared by God as being righteous under the Law.

Romans 4:3

For what does the Scripture say?  “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.

Romans 5:1

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Galatians 2:16

nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

· This righteousness is not earned or retained by any effort of the saved. 

· Justification is an instantaneous occurrence with the result being eternal life.  

· It is based completely and solely upon Jesus' sacrifice on the cross (1 Peter 2:24) and is received by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

· No works are necessary whatsoever to obtain justification. Otherwise, it is not a gift (Romans 6:23).  

· Therefore, we are justified by faith (Romans 5:1). 

Sanctification is the process of being set apart for God's work and being conformed to the image of Christ.  

This conforming to Christ involves the work of the person, but it is still God working in the believer to produce more of a godly character and life in the person who has already been justified.

Philippians 2:13

for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

· Sanctification is not instantaneous because it is not the work of God alone.  

· The justified person is actively involved in submitting to God's will, resisting sin, seeking holiness, and working to be more godly (Galatians 5:22-23).  

· Significantly, sanctification has no bearing on justification – even if we don't live a perfect life, we are still justified. 

Differences:

1. Where justification is a legal declaration that is instantaneous, sanctification is a process.  

2. Where justification comes from outside of us, from God, sanctification comes from God within us by the work of the Holy Spirit.  

3. We contribute to sanctification through our efforts.  In contrast, we do not contribute to our justification through our efforts.

God is a God of order. 

1 Corinthians 14:33

for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.
There is an order to this too.  Justification must come first then sanctification.

Base sanctification on justification: 

Because I am accepted and loved by God I joyfully obey.

Base justification on sanctification:


Because I am obeying therefore I am accepted and loved.

Jews as the chosen people of God had an incredible understanding of this.

Covenantal Nomism – Because I am chosen and loved I do versus I do so I can be loved.

Two outcomes:

Feel superior because you are living up to the standards – Pharisees

Feel inferior because you are not living up to the standards – most Christians

Tim Keller

I am more loved than I hope for but I am more sinful than I can imagine.

I am a terrible sinner but loved by God.

Humility with boldness.  Not humiliation.  

Keeps us humble but with confidence.

Power of the gospel.

Romans 8

Spirit of adoption we cry Abba Father.

You don’t have to earn His love.  He already loves you.

I get so excited for my kids.  They don’t have to earn my love.  I already love them so much because I made them.  They come from me. 

As parents we get so excited about the littlest things.

Elyse’s first poop in LA.

How different would we live our lives if we really understood that?

Looking glass self – you become who the most important person in your life thinks you are.

Boy in rain puddle.

We are children of God.  Rest in the assurance of God’s sacrifice and His choosing us, approving us, and loving us.

Now I get to love God and serve others.  Not I have to.  

I get to give.  
I get to serve.  
I get to sacrifice.  
I get to worship.

I am already so loved it is my privilege to respond to that love.

So different from having to earn that love through my performance.

1 John 4:19


We love because He first loved us. 
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