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2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
In November 2010, a wedding party in Gelnelg, Australia, was unexpectedly called into action right after the wedding ceremony. While they were posing for pictures on a scenic ledge, a woman unrelated to the wedding fell into the water and started drowning. Dressed in his tuxedo, the best man jumped in and brought the woman back toward shore. Then the bride, a trained nurse, waded into the water and started administering CPR. By the time the Surf Life Saving volunteers had arrived, the woman had regained consciousness. But according to one safety official, "[The victim] was very lucky that the bridal party was there and they acted quickly and got her to the shallows." After the daring rescue operation, the drenched but heroic best man and the bride happily rejoined the wedding reception and continued with the festivities.

In some ways, this unusual event serves as a great image for the calling of every local church: we're dressed up for a party (celebrating worship), but at the same time we're also prepared to dive into mission, even when it's inconvenient and dangerous. Worship and mission, loving God and loving others, praising and serving—these combinations aren't opposites; they form the dual nature of our calling as the church.

We are God's representatives in this world.
You all came to Christ because someone cared.

Romans 1:16

I will not be ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Sometimes we are too ashamed...

Hooters story – please don't ask me what I do.

I try to witness as much as I can but I am not that gifted or successful at it but I don’t give up.

How can we witness to people with ease and draw them into a relationship with

Christ?

How could Jesus be so at ease with prostitutes and tax collectors and draw them to God?

Let’s not get too complicated.  Let’s make it simple and reachable.

Luke 10 Master’s Plan of Evangelism 

1. Bless/Pray 

Verse 5
peace – Shalom. Jewish blessing
God empowers our words. The authority to bless is one of the most precious gifts God has given us. 
Genuine spiritual transactions take place when we speak blessings in Jesus’ name. 
eulogeo  – to bless, to speak well of
eu – good 
lego – to speak

· God blesses us – He acts for our good according to what we need most, not what we desire.

· We bless God – we speak well of Him, praise Him because He deserves it.

· We bless one another – we express good wishes

· Bless as Christ did w/ bread, infants – consecrate them for divine purpose.

There is power in our words. 

Sticks and stones may break my bones but names will never hurt me. 

WRONG!  Scars heal but words cut deep.

First course of action is to pray and bless.

2. Fellowship – sharing together


Verse 7      

Hang out, don’t move around, and spend time.  Build relationships.  
Do it without sinning.  In the world, but not of the world.

John 17:14-18

I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.

1 John 2:15

Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.


We love God, we love His word, we love people, we do not love or emulate the world.

Crazy Rich Asians – opening scene of Bible study.

Get to know one people.  Be approachable.  

Don’t be a weird Christian that no one can relate to but remember you are not of this world.

3. Meet needs

Verse 9      

1 John 3:17 

But whoever has the world’s goods, & beholds his brother in need & closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

Whatever people need – meet them.

Examples: 
Salvation Army – William Booth, World Vision. 

Bob Pierce 

Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.

Meet not only their material needs but needs of all variety – emotional, friendship, counseling, prayer, healing, etc…

4. Preach 

Verse 11      

Order is important – Our God is a God of order.

We will have the influence or credibility to announce the Kingdom of God. 
How did most of us come to Christ?  Friends, family.  Someone who cared enough brought you to church or Alpha. 

Colossians 4:5-6

Conduct yourself w/ wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.  Let your speech always be w/ grace, seasoned as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. 

5.  Result

What is the result? 

v. 17

· Satan falls

· Father, Son and Holy Spirit rejoice

v. 21 babes
babies are not so innocent but they are dependent.

Our goal is not to win the lost.  Our goal is to love God and make Him happy.

Proverbs 11:30


The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who is wise wins souls.

Proverbs 15:20a


A wise son makes a father glad,

When we win the lost for Christ, God is very happy.

Luke 15:7

I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

Let’s take the pressure off ourselves and just try to love God and make Him happy.  

We can do that by praying/blessing, fellowshipping, meeting needs, and then preaching.

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Peter states that this is the reason why God is delaying the Lord’s return.
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