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Luke 8:17

For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that will not be known and come to light.

Brennan Manning


The temptation of the age is to look good without being good.

One of the biggest conversations that are happening in Christian circles today is what happened to Ravi Zacharias.  

Even had a conversation with my softball teammates a few weeks ago about it.

1. What happened?

2017 Christianity Today reported accusations that Zacharias had exaggerated his academic credentials.

Nov 2017 A Canadian woman and husband sent a demand letter to Zacharias asking him to pay them $5m in exchange for them refraining from filing a lawsuit accusing him of impropriety.

March 2020 Zacharias was diagnosed with cancer and died in May 2020

Sep 2020 three women who worked at two day spas co-owned by Zacharias came forward alleging Zacharias had sexually harassed them over the course of 5 years. 

Dec 2020 RZIM initially denied claims but engaged a law firm to perform an investigation.

Feb 2021 Miller & Martin, the law firm, published the report that found Zacharias had solicited and received sexually explicit photos from more than 200 women, the last time just a few months before his death.  

So many victims.  So sad.  We mourn and pray for all those women affected.

So what happened?  A major personal moral failure of course but also a failure of RZIM.  

Some of the most grievous facts are that he frequently travelled with a female masseuse.  

Want you to know that we at SP take these matters seriously.  We are not having these conversations now because of Ravi.  We have been having these conversations for a while.  

We have a Safe Church committee that has been working to avoid situations like these starting back in 2018.  Ministry teams and ministry leaders have recently updated their codes of conduct in 2020.

2. How does something like this happen?

Sin of this nature does not happen overnight.  

Let me illustrate by using Abram’s nephew Lot.

Genesis 12:4a

So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him: and Lot went with him.

Genesis 13:12

Abram settled in the land of Canaan while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom.

Genesis 14:12

And they also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, and his possessions and departed for he was living in Sodom.

Genesis 19:1a

Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom.

Lot goes from living near Sodom, to living in Sodom, and then sitting at the gate of Sodom, which meant he was a leader in the city.

Digression into sin doesn’t happen overnight.

On the afternoon he was executed, Ted Bundy, a notorious serial killer who confessed to killing 30 women, granted an interview with James Dobson, a psychologist and founder of Focus on the Family.  

It happened in stages, gradually.  My experience with… pornography that deals on a violent level with sexuality, is once you become addicted to it… I would keep looking for more potent, more explicit, more graphic kinds of material.  Until you reach a point where the pornography only goes so far… where you begin to wonder if maybe actually doing it would give that which is beyond just reading it or looking at it.  

Violence in the media, particularly sexualized violence sent boys down the road to being Ted Bundys.

He suggested the FBI should stake out adult movie houses and follow patrons as they leave.

You are going to kill me and that will protect society from me.  But out there are many, many more people who are addicted to pornography, and you are doing nothing about that.

The other question about how can this happen is regarding how can such a flawed man be used by God?  

The quick answer is God can use anyone, even a donkey.

The more difficult answer is “I don’t know.”

Romans 11:29


for the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.

King James Version


For the gifts and the calling of God are without repentance.

Message

God’s gifts and God’s call are under full warranty – never cancelled, never rescinded.

Amplified Bible

For the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable [for He does not withdraw what He has given, nor does He change His mind about those to whom He gives His grace or to whom He sends His call].

This doesn’t mean character is not important.  Integrity like in a building is so important.  It is what sustains us.

Best way I have tried to understand this is to think about what God’s anointing, power, and glory is about.

Glory – kabod – honor, splendor, dignity, abundance.  The root word is kabad, which means to be heavy, be weighty.

If there is no character, no integrity then the weightiness of God will crush you.  This is what we are seeing around us when Christian leaders fall.

3. Does it invalidate his ministry, his books, or his teachings?

I know some of us here at SP were actually saved through the ministry of RZIM.  Does that mean your faith is fake?  No.

Truth is truth no matter the source.  

What about his books, videos, etc…  I will not be quoting Ravi publicly or things to that matter in respect to victims of sexual abuse who may be reminded of their pain at the mention of his name.

I have a substantial library of Zacharias’ books and I won’t be throwing them away.  Truth is truth no matter the flawed figure that delivers it.  

Some may have a different opinion and that is your prerogative.  

I will say though that we read literature, articles written by people of questionable morals.  

I have personally been blessed reading The Stranger by Albert Camus or Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray.

4. What can we do?

Do you want wholeness or the appearance of wholeness?

Our performance driven living drives us to look good without being good.

Stop Faking It!

First, we have to be honest and humble.  It’s very easy to point fingers at Ravi but we are all susceptible.  

Drive with Che – “if not for the mercy of God, it can happen to any of us.”

1 Corinthians 10:12

Therefore let the one who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.


I believe most of us here do not want to fall into sin.  We want to love God, love our spouses, and our children and don’t want to hurt anybody with what we do.  

The reality is though that there is brokenness in our lives that may very well lead us into the very things that we don’t want.

Romans 7:14-25a

For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin.  For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.  But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good.  So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.  But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good.  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

What do we need to do?  Get our house in order.  This is the year of God’s order.  

The only one who can rescue you and set you free is Jesus.

Do you want the appearance of freedom or do you want the real thing?

The appearance is tiring and its hard work even though the enemy would want us to think that going after the real thing is hard work – it is but its not as tiring as living a double life.

We have house church, discipleship classes, EMP, River, Pure Desire, Men’s Fraternity and Betrayal and Beyond.  Join and start the process of getting our lives in order.

Romans 8:1-2

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
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