Rev. Samuel Song 
                     The Underdog Easter
                           4 April 2021

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!

Matthew 28:1-9

Christianity is one of the greatest underdog comeback stories ever.  A small band of nobodies from the countryside from a marginalized people group following a blue-collar worker’s son changes the world.  The devastation and sadness of Good Friday turns into pure joy on Resurrection Sunday.

Colossians 3:13-15

When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having cancelled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

Who doesn’t like an underdog story?  

Baseball – 2002 Anaheim Angels defeat Barry Bonds and the SF Giants to win the World Series.

American football – 2008 NY Giants defeating the 16-0 NE Patriots in Superbowl 42.

Football – Leicester (Les da) City wins the EPL in 2016.  Jamie Vardy.

Rugby – South Africa defeat New Zealand to win the 1995 Rugby World Cup following the end of apartheid.  Invictus movie, friend in Mozambique.

The story of Easter is an underdog story.  Against all odds the tortured, slain carpenter’s son rises from the dead and keeping with the underdog theme the people who would be responsible for telling the world about this event is another underdog – women.  

Think about it – who receives the honor of first telling others that Jesus has resurrected?

The central facts of the Christian faith were all primarily witnessed by women.  Incarnation, atonement, and resurrection.

Apostle’s Creed

· Incarnation – “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,”

Incarnation was witnessed first and foremost by Mary, His mother.

· Atonement – “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.”

Atonement was witnessed in all four gospels primarily by Jesus’ female followers.  When His disciples fled only the women remained watching and weeping.

· Resurrection – “on the third day He rose again.”

Resurrection witnessed in all four gospels by women.

Dorothy L. Sayers, poet

Perhaps it is no wonder that the women were first at the Cradle and last at the Cross.

This goes against the ancient world where women were not considered credible witnesses.

Flavius Josephus

But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the levity and boldness of their sex.

But you see time and time again God using the underdog to carry out His purposes.

OT – Huldah

2 Kings 22 and 2 Chronicles 34.  King Josiah sends his trusted men to check on the house of the Lord.  While they are there they discover the book of the Law.  Shaphan the scribe read the book in the presence of the king and he tears his clothes because Judah was not following the Lord.  Josiah wants to know if this book is the real deal and even though Jeremiah and Zephaniah were prophets during this time Josiah’s advisors seek out Huldah who authenticates the book, which is largely accepted as the heart of Deuteronomy.  

It’s the first time we see the Word of God being authoritatively authenticated as canon, and a woman does it!

NT – Phoebe

Romans 16 Paul is commending Phoebe who is a deacon in the church in Cenchrea.  She is carrying the letter to the Romans to Rome.

NT Wright says the letter to the Romans is the most important letter ever written by a human being.

The letter to the Romans is entrusted to a woman and in that culture the person who took the letter is responsible for reading it out and interpreting it when someone asks what did he mean by that.

Probably the first person to expound on the book of Romans publicly was a woman deacon businesswoman from Cenchrea – Phoebe.  

What can we learn from the gospel accounts of the women who received the honor of telling the world about the resurrection?

When we share our witness of the Risen Christ and tell others about Jesus we should:

1. Make it personal

John 20:18

Mary Magdalene came announcing to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and that He had said these things to her.

Mary is sharing a fact about her own experience.  When we tell others about the glory of Easter tell them your own story of how Jesus changed you, how He became real to you – how you saw Him.

2. Be honest

John 20:2

And so she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”

Be honest.  We don’t have all the answers but we are looking to the One who does.

Matthew 28:8

And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and ran to report it to the disciples.

They relayed to the gospel writers their true feelings of fear but also great joy.  

When I gave my life to Jesus on April 18, 1992 I also felt this great joy of knowing that Jesus died for my sins but also great fear and sorrow that my sins had placed Jesus on the cross.

Let our witness be honest.

3. Be persevering

Luke 24:10-11

Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to the apostles.  And these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe them.

We must be persevering in the face of skepticism.  The women who followed Jesus knew what it was like to tell their story and not be believed.  We also live in a world where most people will not believe our witness.  We must be steadfast and keep sharing like the women did.

If you have ever been marginalized, called a loser, felt powerless then Easter is for you.  It is the greatest underdog comeback story ever.  God loves underdogs and consistently uses them to change the world.

As underdogs God wants to use us to tell the world about Jesus!
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