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Ephesians 5:21-33

And be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.  Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ is also the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of His body.  For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

In the Old Testament God uses the husband-wife image to illustrate his own relationship with Israel. God is a compassionate, patient husband even in time of great stress and provocation. His sacrificial love for his chosen bride has no limits and is without qualification.
(Hosea 1-3, Exodus 34:6)

Nehemiah 9:17

They refused to listen, and did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them; so they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt.  But You are a God of forgiveness, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness; and you did not forsake them.
God’s relationship with His people is often described in covenant terms, and these same terms are used of marriage. God’s covenant with Israel is itself described in marriage terms.

David Atkinson points out the correlation between marriage and God’s covenant:

1. An initiative of love

2. Inviting a response
3. Creating a relationship
4. Vow of consent
5. Guarding the union against the fitfulness of emotion

6. Obligations of faithfulness

7. Promise of blessing to those who are faithful to their covenant obligations

8. Sacrifice

The parallels between marriage and covenant indicate that God intended marriage to be lifelong and exclusive. 

God’s original design was that both members of a marriage should be completed by their complementary relationship with the other. Being wholly committed to one another reflects God’s commitment to His people.

God revealed marriage as a mirror to His relationship to the Church.

Ephesians 5:32

This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

What is this great mystery?  One flesh is a mystery.  A spiritual reality that occurs from human action.

John Piper

The mystery is this: God did not create the union of Christ and the church after the pattern of human marriage; just the reverse!  He created human marriage on the pattern of Christ’s relation to the church.

His intended purpose for marriage is that we would walk in openness and intimacy.

The Fall and our sinful nature have marred His original plan so now we must work diligently at it.  

Jesus Christ came and restored all things to Himself, including marriage.  Now you can have a healthy, loving, trusting, and intimate relationship with your spouse and live heaven on earth.  We must simply follow God’s pattern and directives.

2 Peter 1:10

Therefore brethren be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble…
Stumble – ptaio – to fall, to make a mistake, to sin, to fall into misery, become wretched.

Peter tells us that God has put together a strategy to help us to live a fulfilling life.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that you may have life, and have it abundantly.

Life – zoay – the state of one who is possessed of vitality, life real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, blessed.

So what are these things we should practice?

One of the strategies that God has given the people of God to really live life is the understanding of submission.

The word submit or subject is the Greek word, hupotasso – to arrange under, to subject one self, to subordinate.  

Hupo – under

Tasso - order

· Greek military term meaning to arrange troop divisions in a military fashion under the command of a leader.  

· In non-military use, it was a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.

Most people do not like the word submission.  In our culture there are certain very good words that carry negative connotations – obedience, sacrifice, suffering, submission, authority and discipline.

In our culture so enthralled with feeling good and our culture of convenience we often look at these words and concept with contentment.

So many of us have issues with authority.

Notice its mutual submission – be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.

Submission looks different for the husband and the wife.

Paul goes back to the Genesis narrative.

Genesis 3:16

Yet your desire shall be for your husband and he shall rule over you.

This was the curse.  

Desire – teshuka – longing of a beast to devour.

Woman will desire the headship of the husband and the man will rule over the woman.

The curse was to rule over wife and wife to desire headship of husband.

Now because of Christ Paul states a different order that brings us back to God’s original intended purpose.

Now wives, submit to your husband and husbands love your wives.

Notice it does not say women be subject to men but their own husbands.

The onus for this is on the man.  The standard is higher for man – as Christ loves the church and gave Himself up for her.

I don’t know any woman who would not want to follow a husband who puts her first and gives his life for her?

Jack Hayford tells a story of a married couple that attended a seminar taught by one of those male demagogues determined to show that the man is in charge at home.  It was the kind of teaching on submission that turns women into doormats.  The husband just loved it.  He had never heard anything like that in his life and drank it all in.  His wife however sat fuming as she listened.

As they left the meeting the husband felt drunk with fresh power.  While driving home he said, “What did you think about that?”  His wife didn’t say anything so he concluded, “I thought it was great.”

When they arrived home he slammed the door and said, “Wait right there—just stand right there.  I’ve been thinking about what the fellow said tonight and I want you to know that from now on that’s the way its gonna be around here.  You got that?  That’s the way things are going to run in this house!”

And having said that he didn’t see her for 2 weeks.  After 2 weeks he could start to see her just a little bit out of one eye.

Headship is not a rulership.  That was the curse.  Headship is loving service to the wife not demanding service from the wife.

We must bring back God’s order in the family!

Sex.  

1 Corinthians 7:3-4

Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband.  The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.

What is Paul meaning by this?  

First of all Paul is rejecting the idea that married Christians should abstain from sex combating early heresies like Gnosticism that claimed the body was evil and sex should be avoided.  

Husbands and wives should give sex to each other – conjugal rights or marital duty.  Paul explains why this is true using the language of authority.

Neither wives nor husbands are entirely independent over their own bodies when it comes to sex. 

Instead, the wife has authority over the husband's body and vice versa.

The Bible's teaching on this subject runs counter to both the culture of Paul's day and to our own. This is a uniquely Christian idea for several reasons.

First, in many cultures then and now, a wife's body was thought to be the explicit property of her husband, but categorically not the other way around. In some cases, cultures essentially considered "male adultery" non-existent, requiring fidelity only of the woman. 

In Christian teaching, however, both parties in marriage are so closely connected, as if one person (Genesis 2:24), that they have mutual authority over each other's bodies. This is the opposite of male dominance of women. This specific verse focuses on that idea of mutual submission in one specific area of marriage – sex.

Second, especially in modern times and places, culture often recoils at the suggestion that a person does not have absolute, unrestricted autonomy over his or her own body. 

Christian teaching, though, is clear about this idea. 

1 Corinthians 6:19

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

As Christians, we are not our own our bodies, because God purchased us from sin and death with the blood of Jesus. 

Marriage is meant to be a picture of the relationship between Christ and those who have been redeemed in the church. In that picture, both the redeemed husband and redeemed wife surrender their right to exercise authority over their own bodies—in this area specifically—as part of their marriage commitment to become one.

Let’s bring God’s order back into our homes by submitting to one another in the fear of Christ!
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