Genesis 2:18-25 NASB
[18] Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” [19] Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. [20] The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. [21] So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. [22] The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. [23] The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” [24] For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. [25] And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Self-reflection
· Is my marriage in order? (singles: is my parents' marriage in order?) Why or why not? What was lacking? What would have made things better? 
Share about my parents’ marriage when I was growing up
We're talking about order in the marriage in two senses
1. God's intended order, design, structure in marriage
2. Order in the sense of peace, flourishing, thriving, healthy (not chaos) 
We gotta get both right: what is God's intended order in marriage and how do we do it well? 
God-designed order in marriage? 
· Yes. Husband is the head. Wife is subject to the husband. 
Speaking to the husbands
· Examine headship in Gen 2 & 3
· Not explicitly stated, but headship of Adam implicit throughout this chapter
· Adam is tasked with taking care of the garden
· Adam is given instruction on the only rule in the garden
· Authority is implied when the responsibility of naming of all things is given to the Adam, including woman
· Headship is not abusive, oppressive, harsh
· Bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh (equality, appreciation, embracing of one another)
· v24 - The man leaves his father/mother and be joined with his wife as one flesh
· Contrary to Ancient Near Eastern culture
· God’s idea of marriage: The husband leaves. He doesn’t take the woman, away from her family, away from her comfort zone, away from her world. He leaves his family, his world, his comfort zone to join with his wife
· One flesh, naked and not ashamed (again - equality, intimacy, love, vulnerability)
You may wonder: Why is headship even a thing? Why can’t there just be complete equality? 
· Compare to any organization, team, or a worship band
· God knows - we function well with a clearly defined leader
· For some reason, the Husband was chosen
Compare this to my experience in worship team
· What happens when worship bombs? 
· The leader takes te responsibility
Genesis 3:8-12 NASB
[8] They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. [9] Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” [10] He said, “ I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.” [11] And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” [12] The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.”
· God calls the husband to account because he's the one that God has chosen to be the leader - he's the one responsible for the wellbeing of his family
· What would it look like for the husband to "lead" at this point? 
· “I'm so sorry God. It's my fault. I was right there, but I was also intrigued… I blew it.” 
· I wonder what might have happened.
· Instead, he shifts the blame: “It wasn’t me! It was her!” 
· He abdicates his role as head of the household. He also blames God (it’s the woman YOU gave me)
· Maybe this is why the curse of the fall is (as P. Sam taught us last week) that the woman now wants to usurp this position of headship - he lost credibility in Eve’s eyes. “I can’t trust my husband to lead, protect, take responsibility, I need to do it.”
What does it mean for the husband to be the head of the household? 
· Try to lay aside a crude caricature that often comes to our minds
· It’s not, the husband gets to do whatever he wants to do and the wife must just be silent
· It’s not, the wife now needs permission from her husband to go shopping, get a haircut
· The wife has to drop everything to meet the needs of the husband
· Perfect leader? Jesus - washing the feet of the disciples
· A shepherd’s heart - he carries the family in his heart, prays for them, seeks the best for them, serves them, lays down his life for them (John 10:11)
In the context of a disagreement? 
· Husband and wife disagree about something
· Discussion, respect, care, concern, prayer
· Depending on the situation, you may feel so strongly that this is the leading of the Holy Spirit, and you say, I love you, I hear you, I respect you, but I feel so strongly that this is what God is saying, let’s go this way. And then you take responsibility. And you give her credit for trusting in you and believing in you and you thank her
· Or if you don’t have that strong leading of the Holy Spirit, you die to yourself, and you say to yourself, it seems like this is very important to her. Even though I disagree, I will go with her. And you say to her, let’s do it. You don’t say, I’m going to be the bigger person. I’m going to die to myself. You just say, I love you, I prayed about it, and I’m happy to go your way. And then you take responsibility. You don’t say, “see, I told you… I knew it wouldn’t work… look what you did… you better fix it”. Easy to give her credit. 
Speaking to the wives
· four times in scripture, explicitly says submit to your husbands
Ephesians 5:22-33 NASB
22 Wives, subject yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
Colossians 3:18 NASB
18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Titus 2:3-5 NASB
3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored.
1 Peter 3:1-7 NASB
1 In the same way, you wives, be subject to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won over without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your pure and respectful behavior. 
What does this mean - be subject to someone else? Or NIV submit
Hupotasso (submit or be subject to)
· Jesus to his parents (children to their parents)
· Demons to Jesus’ authority
· Christians to governing authority 
· Younger men to elders
· Wives to husbands
· Church to Jesus
· Christians to one another
· All things to Christ (creation, humankind, angels & demons) 
· Jesus to the Father
· Slaves to masters
· Christians to God
What’s one takeaway from this? 
· Surely submission/subjection looks differently depending on the relationship
· We often jump to a certain picture of submission (usually negative)
· Defeat
· Weakness
· Losing
· Submission looks different depending on the context
· Imagine Jesus submitting to his parents
· Would he have a grumbling, resentful, eye-rolling attitude? 
· Submission as a heart attitude, a heart disposition
· “Isn’t submission ONLY in the context of disagreement? I always have to give up my desires, my ideas, my opinions”
· “Not my will but Yours be done” is one example of hupotasso, but there are others
· joyful encouragement - I trust you! I’m happy for you to make this decision
· display of support - You got this! (Monica’s encouragement to me regarding investing)
What does submission look like? 
· It’s a heart attitude. A disposition. Not just a particular action. 
· Not a caricature
· You’re not a doormat to your husband
· It doesn’t mean you can’t have your own opinions
· It doesn’t mean you are incapable of leading or making decisions
· But it means you carry a humble heart. Making it easy for your husband to lead. Trusting your husband. Believing in your husband. 
What does this look like, in the context of a disagreement? 
· Husband and wife disagree about something
· Discussion, respect, care, concern, prayer
· You honestly share your opinions, your desires, your reservations, and then you say, I trust you
· And then you truly let it go. Don’t become bitter. Don’t hold on to resentment. 
· It’s our decision. You celebrate when it goes well. You thank your husband if he went your way. If he went his way -  you recognize it. You were right! If it was bad, you apologize!  
Why is this emphasized? 
· It’s difficult to lead someone that opposes you all the time! That criticizes your every decision, gives you attitude, rolls their eyes
· Don’t be like that! 
Singles
· Whether you are married or not, you are a leader to some people and you need to subject yourself to other people
· Lead well - take responsibility, serve, lay down your life for them
· Follow well - have this attitude of submission - trust, make it easy for them to lead you
Story of Richard Paul Evans
Finally, hoarse and broken, I sat down in the shower and began to cry. In the depths of my despair powerful inspiration came to me. You can’t change her, Rick. You can only change yourself. At that moment I began to pray. If I can’t change her, God, then change me. I prayed late into the night. I prayed the next day on the flight home. I prayed as I walked in the door to a cold wife who barely even acknowledged me. That night, as we lay in our bed, inches from each other yet miles apart, the inspiration came. I knew what I had to do.
The next morning I rolled over in bed next to Keri and asked, “How can I make your day better?”
Keri looked at me angrily. “What?”
“How can I make your day better?”
“You can’t,” she said. “Why are you asking that?”
“Because I mean it,” I said. “I just want to know what I can do to make your day better.”
She looked at me cynically. “You want to do something? Go clean the kitchen.”
She likely expected me to get mad. Instead I just nodded. “Okay.” I got up and cleaned the kitchen.
The next day I asked the same thing. “What can I do to make your day better?”
Her eyes narrowed. “Clean the garage.”
I took a deep breath. I already had a busy day and I knew she had made the request in spite. I was tempted to blow up at her. Instead I said, “Okay.” I got up and for the next two hours cleaned the garage. Keri wasn’t sure what to think.
The next morning came. “What can I do to make your day better?”
“Nothing!” she said. “You can’t do anything. Please stop saying that.”
“I’m sorry,” I said. “But I can’t. I made a commitment to myself. What can I do to make your day better?”
“Why are you doing this?”
“Because I care about you,” I said. “And our marriage.”
The next morning I asked again. And the next. And the next. Then, during the second week, a miracle occurred. As I asked the question Keri’s eyes welled up with tears. Then she broke down crying. When she could speak she said, “Please stop asking me that. You’re not the problem. I am. I’m hard to live with. I don’t know why you stay with me.”
I gently lifted her chin until she was looking in my eyes. “It’s because I love you,” I said. “What can I do to make your day better?”
“I should be asking you that.”
“You should,” I said. “But not now. Right now, I need to be the change. You need to know how much you mean to me.”
She put her head against my chest. “I’m sorry I’ve been so mean.”
“I love you,” I said.
“I love you,” she replied.
“What can I do to make your day better?”
She looked at me sweetly. “Can we maybe just spend some time together?”
I smiled. “I’d like that.”
I continued asking for more than a month. And things did change. The fighting stopped. Then Keri began asking, “What do you need from me? How can I be a better wife?”
He took responsibility
· Easy to blame - my wife is so crazy, my wife doesn’t respect me, etc
· Instead, he said - what can I do? 
My parents’ marriage
· The way I’ve heard it is - my dad realized he didn’t love my mom the way she needed to be loved, repented, and started changing
Husbands and wives
· What can you do? 
· Husbands - you’re the head. Instead of blaming, what can you do to help your wife thrive? 
· Wives - you are the helper. Instead of blaming, what can you do to help your husband thrive? 
How do we do it? How can we do this? Go against the entitlement culture? 
· The song, Fountains
· Our satisfaction/fulfillment must come from the Lord
Homework - heartfelt conversation
Here’s the thing— “intimacy” is different for a woman than a man. God created us to meet each other’s needs and when this is done right, it becomes very harmonious. For most men, intimacy is created and experienced through sex. For most women, intimacy is created and experienced through real, heartfelt conversation. She wants to know your thoughts and fears and dreams. And she wants you to know hers.
Husbands - ask your wife: “Do you feel cherished by me? Do I make you feel like you are my number one?” 
· Easy to follow a leader when you know that they genuinely care about you
Wives - ask your husband: “Do you feel respected/honored by me? Do I make you feel like I believe in you?” 
· Easy to lead when you know that they genuinely love you, respect you, trust you and believe in you
Be vulnerable with each other.
· Be honest - is this something you desire? Are you hurt, disappointed?
