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Happy Mother’s Day!  We are going to pray for mothers this morning especially pregnant moms and moms to be.

1 Corinthians 7:32-34

But I want you to be free from concern.  One who is married is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but the one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, and his interests are divided.  The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please her husband.

1 Corinthians 7:7


Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am…

The Message

Sometimes I wish everyone were single like me – a simpler life in many ways!

Singles are not incomplete or unfinished. 

2003 Connect retreat at Harbour Plaza Hotel in Tin Shui Wai.  Honestly the best time I have ever had as a pastor and as a church – mostly singles, only a handful of married couples.

I wonder if we have put marriage on a pedestal – it is amazing but anyone that is married knows how difficult it is.  

Ruth Graham, wife of Billy Graham, was once asked if she ever thought about divorce?  She immediately responded, “Divorce?  Never.  But I’ve thought about murder.  Divorce, no but murder, yes”

Maybe it’s so difficult because we have not used our singleness to properly prepare for marriage – not saying that singleness is merely a precursor to marriage but we are to learn to be social/relational beings.  

We all start off as singles and perhaps God wants us to use that time to learn to relate in a wholesome way with others.

Basically, we don’t prepare for life well.

Paul seems to be experiencing the fullness of life as a single person so seems to say the only reason to get married is to have sex – should not be the only reason but a good reason btw!

1 Corinthians 7:8-9

But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.  But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

Message

I do, though, tell the unmarried and widows that singleness might well be the best thing for them, as it has been for me.  But if they can’t manage their desires and emotions, they should by all means go ahead and get married.  The difficulties of marriage are preferable by far to a sexually tortured life as a single.

Maybe instead of focusing on marriage we should focus on something else – love.

Marriage as the goal



Love as the goal

You are selective




You are accepting

You live in the future



You live in the present

You can put up a front



You are free to be transparent

Hurrying actions – impatient to wait
Willing to prove the relationship through time – relaxed

You don’t see the other’s needs clearly
You see the other’s needs, not your own

Unsure in relations
Secure in God

Fear of losing
No fear: freedom

You feel marriage will solve any existing
You are willing to solve problems before

problems
marriage

Looking for a blessing
Being a blessing

Finding the right person
Being the right person

Howard D. Vanderwell

If the mistake of the Roman Catholic Church was to say that celibacy is a superior life style, perhaps the mistake of Protestants has been to say that singleness is an inferior life style.

The Bible gives guidelines regarding singleness

1. Seek God’s total plan for your life.

If you are unhappy with singleness, frustrated with not being married, or if there are people around you exerting pressure on you, it's easy to get stuck on that place. You could be preoccupied, almost obsessed, with it. Then you lose sight of the big picture of God's plan for your life – His plan for you as a single person.

Commit your life to Him so that you are sure you know Jesus as your Savior. You have put your life in His hands as your Lord, and you are seeking daily to be the kind of person He wants you to be.  Pursue that with an enthusiastic commitment, and leave it to God whether that involves marriage. Make sure the totality of your life is being walked in harmony with God.

2. Live with quality now. 

I think sometimes it's easy for singles to wait to really live.  Singles sometimes live in a kind of holding pattern.

Live with quality now. 

Put your heart into good high-quality, committed Christian living. You have time and energy that otherwise you would have to devote to marriage and to a family. Take that time and energy now and put it into positive, constructive ministry.

Make yours a quality life whether it involves marriage or not. 

Be very cautious about marrying, particularly if you are disappointed, unhappy, and frustrated with your present state.  You will be vulnerable to an unwise and unhappy marriage. Marriage was never intended to be a cure-all. No marriage is better than a bad marriage. 

If you are getting married because you are lonely – you will be lonelier in an unhappy marriage.

3. Cultivate deep, caring relationships. 

Every healthy human being, whether married or not, needs them. It is not good for human beings to be alone; that's true. That's not to say we all have to be married, but everybody needs other people. 

In the spirit of John 11 and 12 that Jesus, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were four devoted Christian friends who had the kind of deep sharing and caring in their relationship that matches—and maybe exceeds—what a lot of married people have.

If you're single, cultivate a relationship with someone who will pray for you, who will correct you when you go off in the wrong direction; who will become a blessing to you when you feel down; who will support you when you carry on large responsibilities; who will listen to your doubts, to your fears, to your questions, to your concerns; and who will celebrate with you when there is joy. It is not good for anyone to be alone. Open up to other caring relationships.

4. Stay morally and sexually pure. 

The relationship of Jesus to Mary, Martha, and Lazarus involved phileo and it involved agape.  It did not involve eros. 

Don't put yourself into a situation where you will have to live with regret later on. Retain your moral and sexual purity.

Song of Songs 8:4, Message

Imagine!  His left hand cradling my head, his right arm around my waist!  Oh let me warn you, sisters in Jerusalem: Don’t excite love, don’t stir it up, until the time is ripe—and you’re ready.

Word for Married People

1. Develop sensitivity towards singles

Learn to value them.  Try to understand the place they are at in their lives.  Check yourself before you say something insensitive to them.  Remember it is a legitimate lifestyle for the Christian.  Don’t try to be a matchmaker every time you meet them unless they are asking for it.

2. Include singles into your social circles.

Invite singles out just as you would married couples and when out learn to talk about something besides marriage and kids.  

I am a happily married man, grateful that Protestants don't require celibacy. 

But I've taken a new look at singleness, and I hope my thoughts will help to get you started in doing some new thinking. 

Matthew 22:30

For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.

When we get to heaven, we're going to discover heaven's not a couples' world either. 

If heaven is a practical expression of Mark 3, where all of the people who do God's will are brothers and sisters and mothers, then it seems to me the church ought to practice that pattern here and now more than it does.

	WITH MARRIAGE AS THE GOAL:

1.
You are selective

2.
You try to live up to certain expectations

3.
You are idealistic & a perfectionist

4.
You live in the future

5.
You can put up a front

6.
You manipulate, feel pressure & frustration (striving)

7.
Hurrying actions – impatient to wait

8.
Emotional damage

9.
Short-range in vision

10.
You make all marriage plans before consulting others

11.
You don't see the other's needs clearly

12.
Unsure in relations

13.
You feel like it has been a waste of time & money if it doesn't work out

14.
Fear of losing

15.
You easily center attention on partner only (selective)

16.
You compromise ministries

17.
You are easily jealous & possessive

18.
You need to rush to get married to reach goals

19.
Outlook tends to be more negative

20.
Shorter, more abrupt relationships

21.
You feel marriage will solve any existing problems

22.
You want what is expedient & permissible

23.
Based on excitement of the emotions

24.
You are central: Self-Ambition

25.
Impure motives – conditional

26.
Sensual & sexually permissive

27.
Always seek to be alone together

28.
Shallow romance – Not always close

29.
Looking for a blessing

30.
Finding the right person


	WITH LOVE AS THE GOAL:

1.
You are accepting

2.
You don't worry about expectations

3.
You are realistic & willing to accept faults

4.
You live in the present

5.
You are free to be transparent

6.
You allow God to control the relationship

7.
Willing to prove the relationship through time - relaxed

8.
Healthy emotions

9.
Long-range in vision

10.
You consult others before making all marriage plans

11.
You see the other's needs, not your own

12.
Secure in God

13.
You are free to give. If it doesn't work out, you still have a good friend plus great times together

14.
No fear: Freedom

15.
You are intent on serving others & loving others

16.
You expand ministries

17.
You are understanding & generous

18. You are each encouraged to cultivate reaching goals

19.
Outlook tends to be more positive

20.
Longer, continuous relationships

21.
You are willing to solve problems before marriage

22.
You want what is best & right

23.
Based on commitment of the wills

24.
God is central: You seek Him

25.
Pure motives - unconditional

26.
Emotions alive but always under control

27.
You share your time together with others

28.
Spiritual intimacy - always close

29.
Being a blessing

30.
Being the right person
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