INTRO
Pastor Sam shared in his last two sermons about Order for Singles. He went through the creation story in Genesis. He created Adam, and things were perfect, and yet God told Adam that it wasn’t good for man to be alone, and created Eve so that Adam would have a companion. We were created to be in relationship with God and with people. This is affirmed by Jesus, when the Pharisees ask Him what is the greatest commandment.
Matthew 22:36-39 (NASB)
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Given our origin story in Genesis and Jesus’ very direct response to what the greatest commandment is, are relationships a priority in your life? And if they aren’t why? One of the reasons is that relationships are hard. You have expectations and when they are unmet, you become disappointed. And if you don’t meet other people’s expectations, you will disappoint them. As a result, we learn to manage those expectations. We try to protect our hearts by not having any expectations, or we protect our hearts by micro-managing another person so that we make sure they meet our expectations. Both are unhealthy ways of managing expectations.
So how do we manage expectations? By putting God first.


MANAGING EXPECTATIONS
Putting God First
Luke 14:25-27 (NASB)
Now large crowds were going along with Him, and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
Is Jesus asking us to despise and disown our family? No. Jesus is talking about Allegiance. God is to be first. And in comparison to God being the first, to those things that you’ve prioritized to be 2nd or 3rd or 4th, the distance would be so great that the word “hate” is used to express that vast difference.
Jesus refers to two things that you must “hate”.
1. Family - 1st century life was about your clan. You lived for the honor of your family.
2. Yourself - Building your own kingdom.
Is Jesus insecure in demanding that he be put first? Is he demanding your submission as a sign of respect? Or could it be that he knows that if you put your hope in your family or yourself, it is a recipe for disaster? Jesus instructing us is not a demand for respect, but it’s out of love and concern. Many of us know this, that putting God first is the best, yet we don’t.
Luke 28-33 (NASB)
For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who are watching it will begin to ridicule him,  saying, ‘This person began to build, and was not able to finish!’
In this parable, the builder calculates the cost to complete the tower, and recognizes that he is unable to complete it.
If we were to do the same and count the cost, we would come to the same conclusions. There’s no way I can fully satisfy another person, and there’s no way someone else can fully satisfy me. I don’t know if I can be a good husband. I don’t know if I can be a good father. When we come to a place where we recognize the need we have from God, then can you truly put Him first. And when we do, we can properly manage our expectations in our relationships.


HOUSE CHURCH
Just because God asks us to put him first, it doesn’t mean he doesn’t care about our relationship with each other. When we gather with other like-minded people who also put God first, you can still have healthy and fulfilling relationships. We see this in the Acts Church.
Context: The presence of God, the Holy Spirit, came upon the people for the first time. They are overwhelmed with what they are feeling, but also the fact they get to experience God directly. Before, the presence of God was experienced indirectly by a High Priest at the temple.
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
I have three points that I have drawn from the Acts church for us in the way we do HC.


1. Commitment
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
SP has been labeled as “hardcore”. A new one I’ve been told is that SP is “demanding”. And I’ve been told that the HC commitment requirements are too high. There are two requirements for SP HCs.
1. Come to Sunday service every week.
2. Come to HC every week.
a. Expectation is that you prioritize HC.
i. Over social gatherings
ii. Over being tired and not feeling like it
Why is commitment so important? You can’t have a meaningful relationship unless there is commitment.
At the beginning of every season, the HC leaders will ask the HC what they want from HC? It’s always the same answer. I want us to go deeper in our relationship. To be more vulnerable. That it would be a place that we would feel accepted and have the freedom to be our true selves. For accountability.
The only way that you can experience this is if there is commitment and consistency. It’s a relationship.
· How can you build trust unless there is commitment?
· And until trust is built up, how can you be vulnerable?
· If people aren’t showing up, how can there be accountability?
· How do you feel accepted and supported, if people aren’t there?
That’s why SP is so “demanding” when it comes to HC requirements.


2. Generosity
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
This is a litmus test for how I see family. When it comes to my children, my wife, my parents, my family, if there’s a need I’m happy to help. There’s no holding back, there’s no calculating, what’s mine is yours. And if our church blood is supposed to be thicker than our family blood, then at the very least we should be just as generous as well. And that’s exactly what was happening in the early church. People were sharing and operating in the spirit of generosity because they really saw each other as family.
Deuteronomy 8:18 (NASB)
But you are to remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth
We can freely share when we recognize where our wealth comes from. And all we’re doing is sharing what all belongs to God anyway. That’s how I teach my kids. None of your toys belong to you.
Generosity is much more than just monetary. It’s also with your time, your effort. It’s a recognition that our lives belongs to God.
And when generosity happens, something magical happens in a community. It’s contagious. 
Eg.
· Angela stepped up to take care of dinner
· She organized a ladies lunch and a picnic
· Vic went to help Jimmy with dinner.
· Michelle and Alicia went to buy fruit.
· Alicia disappeared to cut up the pineapple, and Sin Miaw noticed and went to help her.
· Way every week without asking, he cleans up all the take-out with being asked, and takes the bags of garbage to the garbage room.
These might seem like little things, but it makes doing relationships easy.


3. Witnessing
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
How did their numbers add daily?
Acts 1:8 (NIV)
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
The Holy Spirit came upon them, so that they will be witnesses.
The result of being a witness is the Lord adding to their numbers daily.
A witness is two things:
1. Someone who has experienced.
2. Someone who communicates what they experienced.
Eg. Shake Shack Chipotle Chicken Burger
Some people will say I witness by modeling it in my life. I let my actions speak, because actions speak louder than words. Your life should model what being a Christian is, but modeling is not witnessing.
We need to share. We need to share about Jesus. We need to share about experiencing God. We need to share about HC and our amazing community.
It’s not easy. It feels awkward. You’re expecting rejection, but just do it.
God is responsible for transforming hearts. It’s says that it is the Lord was the one who added to their number daily. Our responsibility is to witness. That’s how we are faithful.


CONCLUSION
So why are our HC’s not growing? Why are we not witnessing? Could it be that there isn’t really anything to witness in your life?
I mentioned those three points. But you look at the Acts church. They simply responded. We love because He first loved us.
We need to go back to the source and put God first. We need to count the cost and recognize that we can’t do it. And when we fall on our knees at the cross to ask for help, we have a savior that is full of mercy and grace, and ready to respond.
