Romans 12:1-5 - Order in Dating
Introduction
· Difficulty in preaching on this topic:Bible does not mention dating at all
· Much easier done in a Q&A, one on one
· Despite that, Bible does offer us much to learn about dating - principles on how to date and date well
· Won’t be able to get into everything and answer every issue
Romans 12:1-5 Exposition
· Chapter 12 marks a turning point - Paul pivots from theology to application in real life - mercy of God
Romans 12:1 - Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God
· Romans 1-11 - demonstration of the many ways that God has bestowed HIs mercy upon us
· Justified from the guilt and penalty of sin
· Adopted as children of God and identified with Jesus
· Placed under grace and not law
· Given the Holy Spirit live within us to transform us
· Promised help in all affliction
· Assurance of God’s election
· Confidence in God’s continued faithfulness
· Because we have already received mercy, we are urged to live in a new way
· Similarly, God’s mercy and grace upon us gives and empowers us to live in a new way
· Because of His mercies, our minds are transformed so we’re no longer held captive to a secular worldview
· Because of His mercies, we are able to have sound judgement and not have a skewed view of self
· Because of His mercies, we have been adopted into His family so that there is a community for us to turn to
Why Do We Date?
1. To Get Married
· This is the end goal that God intends for it, hence, why God speaks on marriage over and over again

· Idea of soul mate is a pagan concept (Greek mythology) - two incomplete halves of a soul
· Much of what we know about dating has been informed by pop culture
· Dating is a pathway, a way of preparation towards a promise that we might eventually make someday
· For some, this can be quite a paradigm shift, but remember, we are not to conform to the ways of this world
· Without an end goal in the picture, you can become quite lost and aimless
· But when we listen to God and how He designates marriage as the end goal, we have a set standard to use
1 TImothy 4:12 - In speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.
· Are the people that we’re looking at demonstrating these qualities?
· Words encouraging or filled with light-hearted sarcasm?
· Quick to forgive and to display compassion?
· Interested in presenting their best image or vulnerable and honest self-assessment of character?
· These are the things that God wants us to pay attention to and not just beauty, status, wealth, romance
· These are all things that we need to look at and it takes time to see and to judge
· Speaking of faith - good question to ask - where is the faith of the person you’re interested in?
· Among the many assumptions that Cora made of me was of my faith
· Very bluntly - she was a lot more spiritually mature than I was
· What changed her mind? Did I miraculously catch up?
· Do you see that potential? Is there that willingness and humility being displayed?
2. Understanding Our Hearts and Desires
· Another element of the question “why do we date”: the need to understand our hearts and desires
Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of your heart.
Psalm 145:19 - He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him.
· Desires are not bad and can be very good things
· They turn bad and detrimental to our spiritual health when we place them in an incorrect order
Tim Keller: “Idolatry is not so much wanting bad things as it is turning good things into ultimate things.”
· When our desires are not ordered correctly, this is called idolatry
Matthew 6:21 - For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
· “I want to seek out God with all of my heart” but our hearts don’t get very moved when we come to pray
· When you date, what are the deep longings and desires in your hearts that you are trying to fulfill?
· Have you asked yourself why you want to date?
· Is it to get out of singleness? Is it because you’re bored?
· Do you like the idea of a relationship more than the person that you’re dating?
· Not saying we need to drill down to every last bit of motivation and desire that we have, but it’s important to examine our hearts and understand what our desires are
· Are there any idols in our hearts that are leading the way?
· EG - hiding my dates when vs showing off my dates
· Showing off my dates - heart was moved more by her popularity than by her character
· My idol - dating was a pathway towards approval and affirmation
· Not having marriage as the end goal produced two problems:
· Conforming to standards other than what God had set
· Thinking simultaneously too highly and too lowly of myself - definitely not sound judgement
· Dating was a pathway to soothe my many insecurities
· Understanding my desires took a long time because not only were there many things that I didn’t want to admit about myself, but when I did see them, I didn’t want to admit how deep those issues went
· Going down this path can be painful and time consuming, but from experience, it’s worth it
· One way of guarding your heart by figuring out what’s in your heart and if it’s worth guarding
· These issues will carry into your marriage - better do it while dating than married (so exposing)
How Do We Date
1. Date with Vulnerability
· Our faith in God allows us not to trust the other person, but allows us to trust in God
· We don’t need to hide ourselves, our past, our deficient character traits out of the fear of being exposed because Jesus allowed himself to be exposed and humiliated for us on the cross
· His resurrection demonstrates that God’s grace and power are more than sufficient for us in our time of need - part of the mystery of grace - it comes to provide for us
· When we are open and vulnerable, we stop playing games with one another and can start being honest
· Playing games is indicative of us hiding parts of ourselves that we think are unsightly and elevating parts of ourselves that we think are worthy to be praised
· Scripture calls us to be open and genuine and sincere
· Vulnerability benefits both parties
· Intentions are made clear, even if one party says no (no is being clear and vulnerable as well)
· “Hey, I would like to go on a date again and if you say no, then it’s ok” - be honest with yourself
· If you’re not ok with the other person saying “no”, then figure it out - no entitlement to “yes”
· Being open and vulnerable speeds up the process and makes it more enjoyable by reducing the anxiety
· EG - the eventuality of sharing my past with Cora and needing to turn to God for the grace to trust Him with the disclosure
· I didn’t trust Cora to forgive me, but I trusted God - even if she broke up with me, that was better than holding onto my past and letting that be a weight in our relationship
2. Date in Community
Romans 12:4-5 - For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
· If you look at the narrative of the Bible, are the authors addressing individuals or the collective?
· The Mosaic Law was written for the nation of Israel
· The Prophets are always addressing the collective sins of the nation of Israel
· Outside of 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, and 2 John, the NT is written to groups
· Take 1 Corinthians 6:16-20 - Paul is addressing those who are visiting temple prostitutes
· He’s telling them to stop it because it is damaging to them
· But he’s not addressing it in the singular - one person’s actions has an effect on the entire body
· What our western education and mindsets have done for us is to convince us that we are individuals free from each other
· If we choose to, then we can enter into a relationship with one another, but that is our choice
· Individualism in the body of Christ can be very disruptive to the unity of the church
· Jesus did not come to pay the price for your sins but he came to pay the price for the sin of the world
· Whether we like it or not, we are one body
· Therefore, your dating relationships is important to the body - cannot compartmentalize
· What if your decisions on dating leads someone else astray?
· I gave the example earlier of my friends in Toronto
· At times, I really disliked how they disapproved my dating relationships - this is a negative example
· Oftentimes, we have the same reaction when our friends at HC come to us with their concerns
· I’m not telling you to come up on stage and announce your business to the whole church, but surround yourself with Godly men and women that you can be vulnerable with
· Find people that are of good repute, displaying the fruit of the Spirit
· This is what made dating Cora so much easier for myself
· When I started thinking about Cora, I asked a few people to pray for me
· Turned out to be the best thing that I did
· One, it kept me sane - wasn’t just an idea in my head - the secret was out
· Two, it actually convinced her to give me a shot
· Third, it kept me grounded - asked some tough questions about my intentions, gave Godly counsel
· Helped me process through some things that she would eventually ask me
· If I wasn’t going to be open with them, I wasn’t going to be open with her
· Don’t fool yourself - if you’re going to hide info from one person, you might not hide that same info from another person, but demonstrates the willingness to hide - red flag
· When we start hiding, we are isolating and that’s when the enemy pounces like a lion
· This is something that Cora and I really believe in - any couple that approaches us, we make this a condition
· We can ask whatever, whenever
· This is another way that you are able to guard your heart
· So whether you’re looking to date, or dating already - find people to be a part of your dating life
· Married couples and other dating couples - this is where you play such an important role
· No need to have it figured out but great if you’ve learned some things
· Walk in this together, share in your pains and vulnerabilities, and not just your triumphs
