ORDER IN FRIENDSHIP
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
9 Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor; 10 for if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up! 11 Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone? 12 And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart.
God’s order for friendship - He says it’s a good thing!

· We all needs friends like the friend mentioned in Ecclesiastes 4

Self-reflection 

· Do you have friends like that? 

· Who is your BFF? 

We’re made for good friendship
· God wants us to have great friends. 

· It is God’s desire for us to have thriving, healthy, intimate, life-giving friendships. 

Genesis 2:18

· “It is not good for the man to be alone.”

· The only time God says something is not good in the garden. This is before the Fall. 

· The ache for friendship, the longing for friendship, is in fact, a good thing, a “God” thing. Loneliness, fundamentally, is not a result of the Fall. 

Tim Keller on NY city - easy to grow callous in regards to friendship in a big city. 

· Busyness (career driven) 

· Transient (don't want to start all over again) 

· Or hurt by friendships in the past, so that you decide, I'm not going to "need" anybody. 

HK is also a mega city.

Many studies have been done showing that big cities often leave people feeling lonelier than ever. 

· Surrounded by people, but no true, deep friendship

· German philosopher Georg Simmel - "one nowhere feels as lonely and lost as in the metropolitan crowd” in 1903!

To the Ancients, Friendship seemed the happiest and most fully human of all loves; the crown of life and the school of virtue. The modern world, in comparison, ignores it. 
- C. S. Lewis 

· A trivializing of friendship in modern culture

Self-reflection

· do you value your friends? 

· Have you made a decision, conscious or subconscious to not need friends? 

Bronnie Ware - The Top Five Regrets of the Dying
One of the greatest regrets of the dying? “I wish I had stayed in touch with my friends.” 

Often they would not truly [realize] the full benefits of old friends until their dying weeks and it was not always possible to track them down. Many had become so caught up in their own lives that they had let golden friendships slip by over the years. There were many deep regrets about not giving friendships the time and effort that they deserved. 

She writes, "everyone misses their friends when they are dying." 

We're made for friendship. The Bible has a high view of friendship. I hope you are convinced of the need for friendship, the value of friendship, God's calling into friendship, before we move on to the "How" of friendship. 

How do we do it? How do we cultivate good friendships? 
1. Start with Jesus
2. Love like Jesus
3. Run after Jesus
1. Start with Jesus
Yes we need friendship with others. That's God's design for us. But, there is an order to his design. 

· In the garden, Adam's relationship with God is intact. And thus the need there is for human relationship. 

· After the Fall, once that's broken, as the story continues, the primary need is not human relationship, it's restoration of our relationship w/ God. 

This is God’s order in friendship. 

· Yes you NEED friendship. But friendship is not your ULTIMATE need. If you make friendship the ULTIMATE thing that you pursue, it will lead you astray. 

In Jesus, our GREATEST needs (deepest longings) are met.

· Our need for unconditional love

· Our need for purpose/meaning

· Our need for significance

If not in Jesus, we look for our greatest needs in things that cannot satisfy - including friendship. And it doesn’t work. 

Isaiah 55:1-3
1 “You there! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
And you who have no money come, buy and eat.
Come, buy wine and milk
Without money and without cost.
2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread,
And your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
And delight yourself in abundance.
3 Incline your ear and come to Me.
Listen, that you may live;
And I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
According to the faithful mercies shown to David.
If we don’t settle our greatest needs in God

· either we will value friendship too much (we put all our hopes in it) or..

· we will value friendship too little (we won’t have time for friendship because we are chasing after success, validation, significance in our accomplishments). 

My tendency is to value friendship too much

Another way that friendship with Jesus is the starting point of our friendship with people is that Friendship with Jesus softens our hearts to love others. 

· Seeing that the God of creation has opened his heart to us and longs for friendship with us - it humbles us and helps us extend our love to others.  

Friendship with Jesus frees us and shapes us to pursue friendship with others. 

2. Love like Jesus
Friendship with Jesus gives us an example to follow. 

John 13:34-35
A new command I give you. Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this, all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 
Generous, vulnerable, intimate, forgiving

Generous - don’t keep a score

· Transactional friendship

· 50/50

· Can you imagine if Jesus did this with us? 

· Be ok with doing 80/20! 

Vulnerable - don’t close your heart

· Let your friends into what you are really going through

· Jesus keeps opening his heart to the disciples despite their repeated failures

· Luke 12:49-50
49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!
· Matthew 26:38
38 Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.”
Drew Hunter - Made for Friendship
One man named Greg told me about a turning point in his life. His wife threw him a surprise party for his fiftieth birthday. Many people came to celebrate since he was well known and well liked. In the days that followed, as he thought back on all the people who came, a sobering insight settled on him: He realized the only person who really knew him was his wife. The men who knew him best didn’t really know him at all. They didn’t know his deepest thoughts, hopes, or uncertainties; they didn’t really know him—not deeply. And he didn’t really know them either. After this, Greg took deliberate steps to go deeper. He started meeting regularly with a group of men from his church, and now he’s enjoying truer friendship.
Honesty + Acceptance = Real Friendship
Intimate - don’t be cold

· Beware of cold love 

· Mere politeness, a form of Christian “love”, but the heart is far removed. You don’t really care.

· In true friendship, you weep with one another and you rejoice with one another. 

· Rom 12:15
Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
· Jesus rejoices with the 70 that return with great ministry. Exceeding joy! And he weeps with Mary and Martha (he could have responded so differently). 

· Drew Hunter - True friendship halves our sorrows and doubles our joys.

That kind of friendship comes out of caring. And to genuinely care about your friend - it takes time, it takes effort, it takes commitment to spend quality time together. 

Forgiving - don’t demand perfection

· Henri Nouwen - the most important disciplines in Christian community is forgiveness. 

· What is forgiveness? Forgiveness is to allow the other person not to be God. Forgiveness says, "I know you love me, but you don't have to love me unconditionally, because no human being can do that."
· We can extend forgiveness toward imperfect friends because only God can do that. 

3. Run after Jesus
CS Lewis writes:

Friendship arises out of mere Companionship when two or more of the companions discover that they have in common some insight or interest or even taste which the others do not share and which, till that moment, each believed to be his own unique treasure (or burden). The typical expression of opening Friendship would be something like, "What? You too? I thought I was the only one.
· Friendship is usually about something. 

· When two people discover that they share a common interest or a shared passion, and they pursue it together, the bond between them begins to grow stronger. 

· Kenny & myself - gym. 

· Picture of lovers vs picture of friends (Keller’s illustration)

The more trivial the horizon, the shallower the friendship. The more noble the horizon, the deeper the friendship. 

· Kenny and my example

Spiritual friendship. God's order for our deep friendships is not that we just have fun together, we goof around. Those things ARE great! But it's gotta be more than that. 

Hebrews 12:1-2
1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 10:23-25
23 Let’s hold firmly to the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let’s consider how to encourage one another in love and good deeds, 25 not abandoning our own meeting together, as is the habit of some people, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
2 Tim 2:22
Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.
Intentional friendships

· Accountability (like Pure Desire)

· Regular, intentional, meeting to help each other grow

· Praying together

Don’t make friends the goal. Make Jesus the goal. And you’ll discover friends. 

