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Ephesians 2:10

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

We tend to read this passage thinking about good deeds which it does mean but the primary definition of the work in Greek is ergon – business, employment, that which any one is occupied.

Work

First thing God does is work.  

The Scriptures begin with an account of God at work, creating His universe.  We see Him organizing, classifying, labeling, blessing, and resting.  He creates and He develops.  He is working with the energy of His Spirit and wisdom of His Son.  His willed creation is purposeful, not random; it’s intentional not haphazard.

What we see in creation is a grand entrepreneurial endeavor – purposeful, innovative, dedicated to functional perfection with a commitment to beauty and aesthetics.  

He blesses and takes pleasure in the richness of creation.

He is still doing that now.  He didn’t stop in Genesis.
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God is always at work around us.

John 5:17


But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.”
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God is a worker.  This alone tells us that work must be significant that it must have intrinsic value.

Notice how the Bible uses metaphors about work to describe God.

Psalm 23:1


The Lord is my shepherd…

Isaiah 64:8

But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand.

John 15:1


I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser (gardener)…
The first mention of holiness in the Bible is not a place, object, or anything else – its time.  The Sabbath day is holy.

Since work was given before the Fall, it has 

· Intrinsic value – it is good in itself and may even be therapeutic.

· Instrumental value – it meets needs and creates edifying results.

· Spiritual value – it is a way of loving God and being loved by Him.
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Work is an expenditure of energy in service which brings fulfillment to the worker, benefit to the community and glory to God.

Contrary to the Asian parents who think there are only a handful of occupations there are over 60 occupations in the Bible.

I’ve been a newspaper delivery boy, basketball referee, gas station pump attendant, RPS package handler, backpacking and sports store clerk, overnight gas station clerk, carpenter assembler, furniture delivery man, entrepreneur – small business owner, high school volleyball coach, accountant, missionary, pastor, University campus pastor, church planter, and now Senior Pastor.

Think about this – the only person of whom the Old Testament declares that he was “filled with the Spirit of God” was Bezalel, a skilled craftsman (Exodus 31:1-5).

Wasn’t a priest, king, or prophet.  It was a worker.

God wants us to work.

Ecclesiastes 3:12-13

I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one’s lifetime; moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor – it is the gift of God.

1 Corinthians 10:31


Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-12

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly (idle) life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.  For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you; not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example.  For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.  For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.

Company – Latin com and panis, together and bread.  It meant associates or companions close enough to share meals together.  Biblical roots.
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We are not human beings having a spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings having a human experience.
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We are not human beings having a temporary spiritual experience, we are spiritual beings having a temporary human experience.

As spiritual beings how should we look at work?  

1. Work as Worship

1 Corinthians 10:31


Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Don’t look at work as tedious – look at it as an act of worship.

Worship is not just something you do at church or on Sundays.  It happens every single day on Mondays to Saturdays. 

How do you make work more meaningful?  It’s focus.  Why and for whom are you working?

Secular work is spiritual if your focus is eternal and spiritual work is secular if your focus is temporal.

I learned this as a youth pastor.  Kids didn’t want to go home on Friday nights and Sundays.  Just wanted to worship God but thought they could only do it at church.

The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence.  https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/5657
Nicolas Herman sustained a near fatal injury as a soldier in the 30 years war.  He was known as clumsy and broke everything.  He joined monastery in Paris and became the cook and sandal repairman.  When his brothers were in the chapel praying and chanting he was stuck in the kitchen but learned in the midst of pots and pans that God was with him and he learned to practice His presence.

God was as close to him in the kitchen as he was to his brothers as they were praying.

I taught my youth group kids that.  I told them God is a worker so we are also workers.  Right now your job is to study so don’t do it for your parents, grades, scholarships, pride or anything else – do it for the glory of God!  Something clicked.  They didn’t need to be at church to worship.  Their worship was in their work – studies and how they did it for His glory.

Is your motivation at your work a paycheck, esteem, vacations, or providing for your family?  

Bring order to your work by doing it for the glory of God!

2. Work as Ministry

Matthew 5:16

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify Your Father who is in heaven.

Again ergon.

God wants to use you and He will use all of you.  

Didn’t think God could use me at all.  When I started coming to church I thought I was totally useless.  Couldn’t sing, couldn’t play an instrument, couldn’t preach – couldn’t do anything that I saw on a Sunday but I could play ball.
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God wants to use you to redeem a lost world unto Himself.  

Your best opportunity is at work.  Don’t be a James Bond Christian – secret, undercover.

Let your light shine.  

John Wesley said, “The world is my parish.”  Your work is your parish.  Your work is your ministry.

We worship today not just as a religious ritual but we worship today to be equipped and inspired to minister on Monday.

In November 2010, a wedding party in Gelnelg, Australia, was unexpectedly called into action right after the wedding ceremony. While they were posing for pictures on a scenic ledge, a woman unrelated to the wedding fell into the water and started drowning. Dressed in his tuxedo, the best man jumped in and brought the woman back toward shore. Then the bride, a trained nurse, waded into the water and started administering CPR. By the time the Surf Life Saving volunteers had arrived, the woman had regained consciousness. But according to one safety official, "[The victim] was very lucky that the bridal party was there and they acted quickly and got her to the shallows." After the daring rescue operation, the drenched but heroic best man and the bride happily rejoined the wedding reception and continued with the festivities.

In some ways, this unusual event serves as a great image for the calling of every local church: we're dressed up for a party (celebrating worship), but at the same time we're also prepared to dive into ministry, even when it's inconvenient and dangerous. Worship and ministry, loving God and loving others, praising and serving—these combinations aren't opposites; they form the dual nature of our calling as the church.
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