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Ephesians 2:10

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Work

First thing God does is work.  

God wants us to work.

Work as worship

CS Lewis

The work of Beethoven, and the work of a charwoman (cleaner), become spiritual on precisely the same condition, that of being offered to God, of being done humbly “as to the Lord.”  This does not, of course, mean that it is for anyone a mere toss-up whether he should sweep rooms or compose symphonies.  A mole must dig to the glory of God and a cock must crow.

Secular work is spiritual if your focus is eternal and spiritual work is secular if your focus is temporal.

Work as our ministry

I just want to use a meta-narrative to go a little deeper into the purposes of our work, our jobs, our careers, and our employment.

Creation

Genesis 1:1-3

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  

So often we are conditioned to think of the existence in Eden as perfect, that there was no room for improvement.  

Terence Fretheim, Creation Untamed, OT Professor Luther Seminary


God created the world good but not perfect.

A God state 6 times that what has been created is “good” (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21) and once after the creation of Adam God said it was “very good” (1:31).  Even after the introduction of sin the evaluation of “good” is not lost, particularly in relation to human beings.  The human sinful condition is certainly not welcomed, but it does not change the fact that God still considers creation “good.”

But it is not perfect – meaning finished, free from suffering and without need of improvement.

Genesis 1:28

God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Fretheim points out that the command to subdue the earth suggests that there is an inherent lack of order that needs to be constructed within creation and God expects the creatures, including man to do it.

Although creation is “good” it is not perfect in that there is nothing for the created to do.  The process of creation continues through the created.  Not only are humans to be fruitful and multiply but also God invites humans to participate in the creative activity as God allows man to name the animals and birds (2:19-20).

Dorothy Sayers

Man is a maker, who makes things because he wants to, because he cannot fulfill his true nature if he is prevented from making things… he is made in the image of the Maker and he must himself create or become something less than a man.

Notice the joy in God when Adam names the animals.  God brought the animals to Adam to see what he would call them.  

Waterlemon

But not all is “good.”  

Genesis 2:28a


Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone;

Creation was good but it was not perfect, it was not finished.  In order for humanity to find its fullest expression there must be yet another creative act – bringing forth the woman.  Every husband in the house – let’s say Hallelujah!

But even after the creation of the woman the world is not perfect, meaning free from suffering.

Genesis 3:16a


To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth,

Notice that God is not introducing pain to the human experience here.

Although the woman has yet to bear any children, it is already assumed that pain will be a part of the process.  What has changed is that pain increases.

The introduction of sin does not inaugurate pain; it only complicates it and multiplies it.

Genesis 2:15

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.

Since work was given before the Fall, it has 

· Intrinsic value – it is good in itself and may even be therapeutic.

· Instrumental value – it meets needs and creates edifying results.

· Spiritual value – it is a way of loving God and being loved by Him.

God creates man to continue and carry on His creative process through us.  Our work is an extension of God’s order.  He assigns responsibilities to us.

By delegating the naming of the creatures to us God demonstrated the authority that He had placed in our hands.  He conveyed ownership to us.

Fall

Genesis 3:17-19

Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you will eat the plants of the field; by the sweat of your face you will eat bread till you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

The process of God’s creation was thrust into reverse – from light to darkness, from order to chaos, from dignity to degradation.  The universe became abnormal.

And also work is thrown into disarray.  

Again work is not the result of the curse but now work will be difficult and not as fruitful.  We will now toil – issabon, pain, hardship, sorrow.

Henry Ward Beecher


Work is not the curse, but drudgery is.

Work, which was an extension of God’s creative order, now becomes drudgery, repetitive, boring, painful, and sometimes fruitless.

“I owe, I owe, so off to work I go.”

Redemption

Colossians 1:20

And through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

Ephesians 2:4-5

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

This salvation has an effect here and now because it allows us to recover and restore meaning to what we do.  Because we are committed to Christ, we are also committed to work with a purpose.

Os Guinness

Work, for most of us, determines a great part of our opportunity for significance and the amount of good we are able to produce in a lifetime.  Besides, work takes up so many of our waking hours that our jobs come to define us and give us our identities.  We become what we do.  Calling reverses such thinking.  A sense of calling should precede a chose of job and career, and the main way to discover calling is along the lines of what we are each created and gifted to be.  Instead of, ‘You are what you do,’ calling says: ‘Do what you are.’

We redeem work by looking at work in a different way than the world does.  We must recognize that we have a calling and that calling is to glorify God in whatever you are doing.

1 Corinthians 13:31


Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

William Tyndale was burned at the stake for heresy in 1536.  He was prosecuted in part because of his biblical view of work.

There is no work better than another to please God; to pour water, to wash dishes, to be a cobbler or an apostle, all is one; to wash dishes and to preach is all one, as touching the deed, to please God.

Martin Luther

The maid who sweeps her kitchen is doing the will of God just as much as the monk who prays – not because she may sing a Christian hymn as she sweeps but because God loves clean floors.  The Christian shoemaker does his Christian duty not by putting little crosses on the shoes, but by making good shoes, because God is interested in good craftsmanship.

The way we work is important.  It’s for Him.  

Dorothy Sayers

Work is not, primarily, a thing one does to live, but the thing one lives to do.  It is, or it should be, the full expression of the worker’s faculties, the thing in which he finds spiritual, mental and bodily satisfaction, as the medium in which he offers himself to God.

And while you are offering yourself to God He may bring you opportunities to share His love to your fellow co-workers.

God wants to use you to redeem a lost world unto Himself.  

RT’s story – there is something different about you.  Are you a vegetarian?

Luke 7:36-38

Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.  And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.

One of the most beautiful pictures of redemption period but especially the redemption of work.

This woman was a prostitute who used her hair, tears, kisses and perfume to entice men and now she is using the very same things to worship Jesus.

He has reconciled all things to Himself!  God wants to redeem our work!
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