How to Read the Bible
Part 1: Why we should read the Bible
We talk a lot about hearing God’s voice. It’s normative Christianity to hear God’s voice. 
Question - do you hear God's voice? 
For many of us, it’s still an elusive mystery. As we go through times of joy, times of pain, times of the mundane - we (hopefully) are trying to hear from God. What are Your thoughts on this matter? Are you involved with my life, with what I’m going through? How do you feel about this situation? About Covid? About Zoe? How do you feel about me? 
Some of us feel like we can easily hear specifically what God is saying to us in each specific moment. Others of us feel like it’s really difficult to hear. 
· I would say I’m the latter.
I want to tell you the secret of hearing God’s voice when you feel like God is not speaking to you. 
· Read the Bible!
RT Kendall
Here's the thing. Read the Bible—logos, Holy Scripture—and you will be thrilled to discover how often God gives you a rhema word. A rhema word basically means the unfolding of God's secret will, when He speaks directly to you. God does this. But I can predict: Chase after a rhema word all the time and you will probably receive nothing from God; chase after Holy Scripture and He will give you rhema words whenever you need such.
· Explain what is a rhema word and a logos word
One-year plan - It’s amazing to see how as I’m following a plan, so often, something from what I’m reading jumps out at me and it seems to directly speak into my situation. 
It’s through the Bible that we learn about who God is. What is He like? His power, His holiness, His character. Through the Bible, we learn about what pleases Him and what doesn’t - through His instructions, through His interactions with His people. Through the Bible, we learn His heart toward us - His mercy, His love, His kindness. 
· As we read, as our eyes open to understand who God is, His heart, His desires, and then, we begin to see how they apply into our situations.
Today - we’re going to talk a little bit about the Bible as a whole
· Part 1: Why we should read the Bible
· Part 2: What kind of a book is this? 
· Part 3: How should I read it? 
Order series is finished. We will most likely go through one of the New Testament books. 
---
Part 2: What kind of a book is this? 
Question: How many of you read the Bible? How many of you enjoy reading the Bible? 
Psalm 1:1-3
1 Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
2 but whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
    and who meditates on his law day and night.
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither—
    whatever they do prospers.
Do you delight in the Bible? 
· Are you EXCITED about reading the Bible? 
· Mike Bickle - it’s a big deal if we’re a Christian and yet we dread praying/reading the Bible
Let’s not settle. Pray. 
Many things have to happen. It’ll be a work of God. 
Psalm 119:18
Open my eyes that I may see
    wonderful things in your law.
One of the things - understanding what kind of a book this is
· Share my experience - Why was it so difficult to enjoy reading the Bible? 
· Difficult to appreciate it because I didn’t understand it.
· Watching Nut Cracker with Mon
My experience of the Bible
· Disjointed stories, lessons, promises
· Not having a big picture understanding of what is the Bible? 
Example:
· Daniel and the lions
· Samson with his long hair and super strength
· Man who built his house on sand vs on a rock
· Elijah and the prophets of Baal
· John 3:16 - God so loved the world...
· All great stories, lessons, promises, but lacked a depth of appreciation for them (couldn’t see the significance of each story in the overall story)
Watching Black Widow
· Knowing exactly where the story fits into the grand narrative of Marvel Cinematic Universe, I was able to appreciate it more, enjoy it more
· Same thing with Star Wars - I like big picture. Same with Harry Potter. 
Question: Do you know where these stories/lessons fit in? 
· Daniel and the lions
· Samson with his long hair and super strength
· Man who built his house on sand vs on a rock
· Elijah and the prophets of Baal
· John 3:16 - God so loved the world...
"word of God"? 
· Sacred Supernatural text, coming down from heaven
· Not lessons on living
· Not a “love letter from God”
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It’s primarily HISTORY
· OT is ¾ of the Bible
· Much longer history (over 2000 years)
· Ancient Israel
· Before Jesus
· How was it formed? Why did God choose Israel to be His chosen people? How did they do? Sometimes they were great! Other times, they failed.
· NT covers less than 100 years
· NT is also “history”, but again, a much shorter history
· A history about the life of Jesus
· A history of the early church
The first 17 books of the Old Testament: Genesis through Esther
Creation & Fall (Adam, Noah, Babel) → Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob/Israel) → Egypt (Joseph) → Exodus (Moses) → Promised Land (Joshua) → Judges (Gideon, Samson, Samuel) → United Kingdom (Saul, David, Solomon) → Northern & Southern Kingdom (Kings & Prophets) → Northern Kingdom destroyed (Elijah) → Southern Kingdom exiled (Jeremiah) → Life in Babylon/Persia (Daniel & Esther) → Return of the exiles (Ezra & Nehemiah)
400 years (intertestamental period) 
Separate page
The last 17 books of the Old Testament: Isaiah through Malachi
Writings of the prophets during various time periods, starting from the divided kingdom era to the return of the exiles
Separate page
The middle 5 books: Job through Ecclesiastes
Wisdom literature - not directly related to the history of Ancient Israel. Timeless teachings. 
Why is it important to learn the history of ancient Israel?
· Because that tells the story of the God we worship
· No other text
· God chose to reveal Himself to us through the story of one nation
First 4 books of the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
The story of Jesus. It’s a continuation of the history of Israel. He’s the culmination of Israel’s story upto now. 
· Through the stories of Jesus, we see what God is like
· Through his teachings, we learn about what God is like and how we should live our lives
Next 1 book of the New Testament: Acts
The story of the early church
· Through these stories, we are inspired and encouraged to live in faith
Next 21 books of the New Testament: Romans through Jude
Letters written by various apostles to churches and individuals. 
· Through these letters, we also see a glimpse of the history of the early church
· Detective work: what was going on behind the scenes that prompted these apostles to write these things? 
· How do their teachings apply into our context today? What principles apply to us today? 
· Not written to us, but written for us
Last book of the New Testament: Book of Revelation
Apocalyptic literature - disclosure of unseen heavenly or future realities. Prophetic visions. Symbolic language. 
---
Part 3: How should I read it? 
Pray
Psalm 119:18
Open my eyes that I may see
    wonderful things in your law.
Don’t skip around
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Human element
· What’s the story? How does this fit into the grand narrative? 
· What do I learn about God? What do I learn about mankind? 
Divine element
· God, what do you want to say to me through this passage? 
· Is there a sense of God highlighting a certain text, a certain lesson, a connection into your own life situation that you didn’t see before
Underline, question marks, skim, ask others
