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During the 2nd missionary journey, Paul and his companions had crossed the Aegean Sea and followed the renowned Egnatian Way some 8-10 miles to the city of Philippi, named after Philip of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great, was famous as the gateway to Europe, a miniature Rome.

In Acts 16 Paul has a vision of a man urging him to come to Macedonia, north of Greece – the Macedonian call.  The first city they visited was Philippi, a Roman colony planted to guard the Roman road across Macedonia.

***Notice the sovereignty of God.  The Holy Spirit prevented Paul from speaking the word in Asia.  They tried to go to Bithynia and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them.

God was sending Paul to the poorest of the poor?

2 Corinthians 8:1-2

Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality.

It’s not that Jesus did not love the people of Bithynia – Peter’s first epistle is addressed to the aliens scattered in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  Peter may have already been there.

Tim Keller – city theology?

We got to follow the Lord and trust Him that He knows what He is doing.

Proverbs 3:5-6

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Because it was primarily a military outpost Philippi contained too few Jews even to have a synagogue, which required 10 adult men.

The climate was very anti-Semitic.  By the time Paul arrives in Philippi the Emperor declared Judaism a superstition and expelled all Jews from Rome.  So the few Jews and Gentile “God-fearers” met at a place of prayer outside the gate of Philippi.

Acts 16:13

And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled.

They met outside the gate probably because they were banned from meeting within city limits.  The women and Gentile “God-fearers” received the gospel.  Among them was Lydia, an independent businesswoman from Thyatira in Asia. She and her whole household were baptized and invited the missionary team of Paul, Silas, and Timothy to stay at her home, which they did for many days.  They would make daily trips to the place of prayer and on one of these occasions Paul delivered a slave girl of demonic oppression since she had a spirit of divination.  Her owners who had profited from her accused Paul and Silas of disturbing the peace and trying to convert Romans.  The city officials had Paul and Silas beaten and imprisoned.

That night while Paul and Silas were praying and worshipping an earthquake came and opened all the prison doors and unfastened everyone’s chains.  

***They were praying and worshipping the Lord loud enough that everyone in the jail could hear them after they were beaten and thrown in stocks.

What an amazing example for us when we are persecuted!

James 1:2-4

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

We may not understand it all but sometimes God allows us to go through stuff.  We are supposed to go through it with joy because it is doing something in us – making us perfect and complete lacking nothing.

How we react when we go through stuff shows what’s really in our hearts.

The jailer upon seeing the prison doors open he drew his sword supposing that the prisoners had escaped.

Acts 16:28-30

But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here!”  And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

The next morning the city magistrates ordered their release but to protect themselves and future missionaries from similar mistreatment, Paul and Silas informed the officials that they had been treating Roman citizens like ordinary subjects and demanded that the officials escort them out of town to uphold their honor.

With the conversion of Lydia, the slave girl and the jailer Philippi became the birthplace of European Christianity.

***Remember the Holy Spirit leading Paul and Silas to Macedonia?

We must always remember that people are on the other end of our obedience.

When my wife obeyed God’s call to move to Hong Kong almost 19 years ago we would have never thought that you all would be on the other end of our obedience.  

When she gave up her career to plant SP we didn’t have any idea of the rich relationships we would build here and in cities all over Asia.

Philippians 1:3, NLT


Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.

Paul’s mission team was in Philippi for a matter of weeks or a month or so before they had to leave this new church.  

The new believers had to live in a city where some people had been hurt economically by the missionaries, the magistrates had been embarrassed, and almost everyone was prejudiced against a supposed Jewish cult.  Subtle discrimination and outright persecution were inevitable, yet the church flourished!

Amongst this backdrop the Philippian Christians remained Paul’s most loyal supporters.  They sent him money when he was at Thessalonica, so that he would not have to live off the church he was founding there.

Philippians 4:16


For even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs.

Later when they heard he was low on funds in Corinth the Philippians sent money again.

2 Corinthians 11:9

and when I was present with you and was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from being a burden to you, and will continue to do so.

After that they may have lost track of Paul until they heard he was imprisoned most likely in Rome.  10 years had passed since Paul started the church in Philippi.  Upon hearing the news the Philippians sent one of their members Epaphroditus to bear a care package to Paul and to take care of him while he was under house arrest.  Epaphroditus faithfully delivered the gift from his home church and then went above and beyond the call of duty. In his fervor to serve the Lord by serving Paul, Epaphroditus became seriously ill and, in fact, almost died. God graciously granted Epaphroditus health, and Paul sent his friend back home with the newly penned book of Philippians.

Philippians 2:25-30

But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.  For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow.  Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you.  Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.

Epaphroditus labored on Paul’s behalf until his own health broke and even then he took no thought of himself but was instead distressed because his church had heard of his illness, and he didn’t want them to worry.

Epaphroditus clearly lived out what Paul was writing about earlier in the chapter.

Philippians 2:3-5

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,

Interestingly, Epaphroditus’s name is of pagan origin. It means “belonging to Aphrodite”—the name of the goddess is actually incorporated into the name Epaphroditus. 

Such is the power of the gospel that a man is set free from dead paganism to serve the living God. When Epaphroditus received the gospel, he was “belonging to Jesus,” and the idol had no more claim on him, regardless of his name. The new birth trumped the birth name.

***our God is a redeemer!  Your past life, dedication, or name has no bearing when we come to Christ our King.
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