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Philippians 1:1-4

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all

Review:

The new believers had to live in a city where some people had been hurt economically by the missionaries, the magistrates had been embarrassed, and almost everyone was prejudiced against a supposed Jewish cult.  Subtle discrimination and outright persecution were inevitable, yet the church flourished!

The view that Philippians was a thank you letter is unlikely.  The immediate purpose was to send a note of commendation and explanation along with Epaphroditus.  This allowed Paul the chance to assure the church of his grateful appreciation for their gift, and correct minor disorders in the church like such as pessimism over his continued imprisonment, timidity about pagan hostility, threat of Judaizers, and disunity that was beginning to fall across the church.  While these trends were not pronounced, if allowed to continue they would soon undermine the cause of Christ in Philippi.

It is a warm letter yet it contains some of the NT’s deepest teaching about Christ and the gospel.

Paul wrote this letter to his dear friends in Philippi while under house arrest described at the end of Acts (Acts 28:30-31) as he waited for his court appearance before Caesar.

V. 1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus,

Doulos – one who is subservient to, and entirely at the disposal of his master, slave.  Servant is also used in the Bible.

In Roman times a bond-servant could refer to someone who voluntarily served others.  It was a choice not a condition of circumstance.

Under Roman law, a bond-servant was considered the owner’s personal property.  During the time of Jesus and the first-century church, as much as 1/3 of the Roman population were slaves, and another 1/3 had been slaves earlier in life.

Diakonos – servant, literal servant or employee who acts, as a servant but is technically not a slave.  

Colossians 4:7

As to all my affairs, Tychichus, our beloved brother and faithful servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you information.

Both terms are used here.
 Tychichus is a daikonos – one who serves, probably in reference to his being a servant of the church.

He is also a doulos – a fellow slave of Christ.

***Believers today should consider ourselves bond-servants or slaves of Christ.  He is our Lord, and our allegiance is due to Him and Him alone.  As doulos we renounce other masters and give ourselves totally to Him.

1 Corinthians 7:22

For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ’s slave.

V. 1 to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:

Paul planted this church about 11 years ago on his 2nd missionary journey.  First church established in Europe.

Addressed letter to 3 groups:

1. Saints – holy ones.  All the Christians in the church in Philippi.

2. Overseers – episkopos.  Those with leadership responsibilities.  A man charged with the duty of seeing that things to be done by others are done rightly.  Guardian of souls – one who watches over their welfare.  Elder.

3. Deacons – diakonos.  Servants.  One who executes the commands of another.  Literal definition is a waiter (Acts 6 choosing of the 7).

Not much has changed.  In the church there are church members, pastors and leaders, and servants.

V. 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul’s familiar greeting – he uses it in all 13 of his letters.  He recognized that peace and grace come to us only from God our Father and through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is said that it is more of a blessing than a greeting.  

1. Echoes elements of the Aaronic benediction originally spoken over Israel.

Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you, and keep you; The Lord make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace.

2. Paul transforms this exclusively Hebrew blessing and applies it to both Jew and Gentile.  Paul not only extends the Aaronic blessing but also co-opts the standard Greek expression of greeting and injects it with theological meaning.

Hebrew greeting of peace (shalom) with Greek standard greeting of grace (charis).

V. 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,

When Paul remembered what all the Philippians did for him he was extremely thankful.  He is sending this letter through Epaphroditus who brought funds and supplies that he needed.  

Paul was naturally grateful to the Philippians but more to so to God who had worked such kindness through the church in Philippi.

V. 4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,

This was one way he could repay the Philippians for all that they did for him.

When Paul prayed for them he did it with joy!  When Paul prayed for them he became happy.  

We have the first reference to Paul’s frame of mind and that is of joy.  

Paul wrote this letter to his friends in Philippi as he sat in prison, yet the word joy is one of the most frequently used words in the letter.  

The reason for Paul’s overwhelming joy is found in some even more frequent words: God, Lord, Christ, and Jesus.  

A great testimony of how fellowship in Christ triumphs over all adverse circumstances.  

Remember it was in Philippi that Paul and Silas while sitting in prison sang after being beaten.  Now he is in prison again and he is resounding with joy!

Difference between joy and happiness:

· Joy is in the heart. Happiness is on the face.

· Joy is of the soul. Happiness is of the moment.

· Joy transcends. Happiness reacts.

· Joy embraces peace and contentment, waiting to be discovered.

· Joy is a practice and a behavior. It’s deliberate and intentional. Happiness comes and goes blithely along its way.

· Joy is profound and Scriptural. "Don't worry, rejoice." Happiness is a balm. "Don't worry, be happy."

· Joy is an inner feeling. Happiness is an outward expression.

· Joy endures hardship and trials and connects with meaning and purpose.

· Joy is an underlying truth that good or bad circumstances can’t dictate. Happiness is rooted in circumstance.

Happiness depends on external factors. Happiness happens to us. Even though we may seek it, desire it; pursue it, etc., feeling happiness is not a choice we make. Joy, on the other hand, is a choice purposefully made.

Happiness doesn’t bring joy, and joy isn’t the byproduct of happiness. Joy is something grander than happiness. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit, and when we find joy it’s infused with comfort and wrapped in peace. It’s an attitude of the heart and spirit, often synonymous with but not limited to following Christ Jesus and pursuing a Christian life.

We can also have this joy even sitting in prison.  God’s joy is present inside each of us. It is an untapped reservoir of strength and comfort and made available to us through our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Psalm 30:11, NLT

You have turned my mourning into joyful dancing.  You have taken away my clothes of mourning and clothed me with joy,
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