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Philippians 1:3-6

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Timeline of Paul’s Ministry (F.F. Bruce, Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free)

Public ministry of Jesus



   

28-30 AD

Conversion of Paul (Acts 9:1-19)




33

Paul visits Jerusalem to see Peter (Galatians 1:18)

35

Paul in Cilicia and Syria (Gal 1:21; Acts 9:30)


35-46

Paul visits Jerusalem to clarify the mission to

Gentiles (Galatians 2:1-10)





46

Paul & Barnabas in Cyprus & Galatia (Acts 13-14)

47-48

Letter to the Galatians





48?

Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15)




49

Paul & Silas travel from Antioch to Asia Minor, 

Macedonia, and Achaia (Acts 16-17)



49-50

Letters to the Thessalonians




50

Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:1-18)




50-52

Paul visits Jerusalem





52

Paul in Ephesus (Acts 19)





52-55

Letters to the Corinthians





55-56

Paul travels to Macedonia, Dalmatia, and Achaia (Acts20)
55-57

Letter to the Romans





early 57

Paul to Jerusalem (Acts 21-22)




May 57

Paul imprisoned in Caesarea (Acts 23:23-26:32)

57-59

Paul sent to house arrest in Rome (Acts 27:1-28:31)

59-62

Letters to Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon
60?-62

Letters to Timothy and Titus




?

Paul executed in Rome





65?

V. 5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.

This was one reason Paul was thankful for the Philippians.  The Philippians participated with Paul in his spreading of the gospel through their friendship and financial support.

This is the tremendous joy that we receive.

We may not be called to go to China but we get to participate.

Participation – koinonia – fellowship, intimacy, sharing, communion.

Greek word for a business partnership or a community.

A Spirit produced bond and togetherness.

Lead Pastors calls – share the joy with their labors.

We may not be there but when we pray, give, and share we participate with them.

Mom – taking kids to Korea to get treatment.  Radio shows, teacher.

Can you think of anything greater to participate in than the gospel?

The eternal truth that you are loved by God.  Sin has separated us from the reality of that love so God sent His Son to die for our sins.  He didn’t wait for us to get our act together; He came while we were in sin.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

From the first day until now.

What was unique about the Philippians was they supported Paul when he was a nobody.  They didn’t wait until he was famous and a proven winner.  They got behind him early in his ministry.  I believe that is why there is a soft spot in his heart for them.

Seminary.

V. 6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

When Paul thought of the beginning of God’s work among the Philippians (from the first day) it was natural that he also thought of the day when that work would be complete.

Paul expressed his supreme confidence in God’s ability to complete that work.

Do you feel immature sometimes?  Why can’t I get over this?  Why can’t I just forgive this person – its so silly?  Fret not, He is faithful to complete that work.

First of all Paul wanted them to know that it was a good work.  It’s His goodness working in us.

Charles Spurgeon

The work of grace has its root in the divine goodness of the Father, it is planted by the self-denying goodness of the Son, and it is daily watered by the goodness of the Holy Spirit; it springs from good and leads to good, and so is altogether good.

We may get discouraged that our growth is not happening soon enough but just remember He started a good work in you.  It’s already begun.

God is a worker who completes His works.  He does not begin and work and then leaves it incomplete.

Parents – God has begun a good work with your kids.  He will be faithful to complete that work!

Spouses – take heart – we are all a good work in progress.  God will be faithful to complete His good work in us.

The work of God will not be finally completed until the day of Christ Jesus.  

1 Corinthians 13:9-10, 12

For we know in part and we prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known

When the perfect comes – 2nd coming of Christ we will be complete – know fully and be fully known.
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