Pursuing Unity
We are currently living in a world that is full of conflict and division:
· Republican vs. Democrat
· Mask vs. Anti-mask
· Vacs vs. Anti-vacs
· Blue vs. Yellow
· Social Dilemma
· Our church
What happens to you when you personally experience conflict?
Eg. Conflict with wife
· Angry
· Can’t fall asleep
· Tossing and turning
· Overwhelmed by thoughts
If this is how you feel, this is normal.
The reason we are inherently so bothered when there is conflict and division is because that is not how God created us. God created us in his image. He created us to be in relationship and in unity. One of the aspects of God’s being is unity. The Father, Son and Spirit are in perfect relationship and unity with each other.
Unity definition: There is no internal competition within the Lord.
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not in competition with each other. They do not see each other as opponents. They are all on the same team. And because we are also made in the image of God, we are created to be in unity and on the same team as God and each other.
The last few months of my life have been really hard.
· so much to process
· the most emotional I’ve ever felt
· heaviness over my life, I’ve never experienced anything like it
· I’m trying to understand, but there is not any clear solution or direction. What to do?
I was at a loss, and all I could do was pray. As I was praying, the Lord spoke to me,
“Are you pursuing unity?”
I had to humble myself and look into my heart. Whose team am I on? Have I looked at others as my competitor/opponent? God’s team is team unity and there is no internal competition. Yes, I stand by the leadership of Solomon’s Porch, and yes I’m a Pastor here at SP, but that doesn’t mean I can’t be divisive. When I realized this, the fear of the Lord came upon me.
Acts 5:11 (Ananias and Sapphira)
Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.
Matthew 18:6 (Jesus)
“If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.
I repented and committed myself to bring unity to the Church.


What does it mean to Pursue Unity?
Here is what it does not mean:
· It does not mean that there is an absence of conflict.
· It does not mean uniformity. That we have to be the same.
· It does not mean the minority must “keep the peace” for the greater good of the majority.
Here’s what it means:
John 17:20-23
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
Paraphrase:
This is Jesus’ prayer for us…
Just as Jesus is undivided to the Father,
He desires for us to be undivided to Him,
and for us to be undivided with each other.
This brought me clarity as to what God wanted. Instead of just reacting or responding with what I believed to be right, I now first process with a unity filter.
Unity Filter
Will what I do draw people to God or away from God?
Will what I do draw people to each other or away from each other?


Do Confront
Confrontation = Clarification through communication
1 Samuel
The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
Only God truly knows what’s going on in a man’s heart. We can’t read minds. Yet we look at the outward appearance, and we make a judgement on someone’s heart and intentions. The only way to truly know someone’s intention is to clarify.
If you don’t clarify, a seed of offense will take hold of your heart, and if you don’t deal with it, the seed of offense is reinforced. This is the hardening of the heart (Pharaoh hardened his heart towards God). Before you know it, you think the worst of someone. Whatever they say, they do, their text messages, you think the worst of them.
The sooner you clarify the better, so that the seed of offense will not take hold of your life.
Matthew 18:15 (MSG)
If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of you. If he listens, you’ve made a friend.
Matthew 5:23-24 (MSG)
“This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you, abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God.
The heart of God and a parent is that his kids would reconcile first. When I see that my kids don’t get along, it bothers me deeply.
Confrontation checklist.
Is it true?
· What will it accomplish?

· Unity filter

Is it necessary?
Is it kind?
· Attitude / Emotional state. Are you trying to understand or vent?

· How are you going to say it? Accusation or sharing how you feel?

Sometimes confrontation doesn’t go well. Then what?
· You did your part.
· Don’t give up.
· Just as you’ve received God’s mercy, grace and forgiveness, extend it to others.
If you’re not ready to confront…


Don’t Gossip
Most of us would agree that gossip is bad, but how bad is it?
Leviticus 19:16
“ ‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people. “ ‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD.
Proverbs 11:13
A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.
Proverbs 16:28
A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.
Proverbs 26:20
Without wood a fire goes out; without a gossip a quarrel dies down.
Proverbs 10:19
Sin is not ended by multiplying words, but the prudent hold their tongues.
Ephesians 4:29
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
James 1:26
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.
God hates Gossip.
Gossip is destructive and brings division into relationships.
I’m not saying you can’t express yourself to others. It’s healthy that you vent and have someone externally process. But we need to be wise with who we share with.
· They won’t be stumbled
· Will draw you to God and reconciliation.
Gossip is sharing information that ought not be shared. It may or may not be true.
How do you know if something ought not to be shared? Unity filter.
· Will it draw them to God? Will it cause them to stumble?
· Will it draw them to people?
Eg. Trish being a good cook draws people to her.
Eg. Nate’s so flaky. He’s always late and cancels appointments at the last minute. Will that draw people to him or away from him?
Don’t Receive Gossip
Don’t give gossip even an inch.
Eg. Adam & Eve
In Genesis 3, the serpent comes into Adam and Eve’s lives. They have no relationship with the serpent, but they listen and entertain the charming words of the serpent. A simple conversation resulted in “the fall”. Satan’s aim was to bring division between humanity and God. He succeeded!
Eg. Second Adam / Jesus
Jesus fasted for 40 days, and at the end, Satan wanted to bring division between Jesus and God. He made use of his silver tongue. But Jesus was able to discern what was going on, and didn’t entertain it. Satan’s mission to draw Jesus apart from God the Father failed.
Conclusion
Ever since I committed to pursuing unity and making use of the unity filter, it has brought clarity in what I should and should not do. But in terms of bringing unity, it’s been discouraging. The amount of effort, time, and conversations I’ve had, have not resulted in much. I’m feeling drained, emotionally tired, and this heaviness is still over me.
As I went to God, so tired, so drained, the Holy Spirit said this to me,
“You can’t do it. You can’t do it on your own.”
It hit me. This was not something I could do. This is a spiritual battle.
The enemy is there, ready and working to divide us from God and each other.
Only God could bring restoration. And that’s why Jesus is praying for us.
I repented again for thinking my effort was what would bring change.
At that moment, the heaviness lifted. It was no longer my burden to bear.
We need to spend:
· Less time talking, more time praying.
· Less time seeking truth, and more time seeking God.
This is a spiritual battle.
