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Philippians 1:7-8

For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you are all partakers of grace with me.  For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

Message

It’s not at all fanciful for me to think this way about you.  My prayers and hopes have deep roots in reality.  You have, after all, stuck with me all the way from the time I was thrown in jail, put on trial, and came out of it in one piece.  All along you have experienced with the most generous help from God.  He knows how much I love and miss you these days.  Sometimes I think I feel as strongly about you as Christ does!

Background:

Women and Worship in Philippi.

Notice the prominence of women in the church in Philippi – Lydia, slave girl, Euodia and Syntyche.

When we think of Artemis we often think of Ephesus because of the Temple of Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, but the reigning deity in Philippi was also Artemis or Diana in Roman.

Near the town center next to the theater is the sanctuary of the goddess Artemis where there are a set of rock carvings depicting Artemis kneeling on the back of a deer whose head she is pulling back in order to slit its throat.

Around the hillside of the theater are dozens of pictures of women carved into the hillside.  Many are depictions of Artemis with a bow but some are regular women who are looking at Artemis for protection and Artemis like existence in the afterlife.  Some are holding babies with inscriptions as thank offerings for successful births.

In this climate of Artemis worship comes the first church in Europe, which are filled with female leaders.

This is also important to ponder when we try and tackle some of Paul’s difficult words regarding women roles in the church in 1 Timothy written to the pastor of the church in Ephesus.

Peter Oakes, NT Professor

One point is clear, regardless of interpretation: for a woman to abandon Artemis and follow Christ would not be something to undertake lightly.

Paul is giving us an outline of how and why we should pray for other Christians.

· Give thanks always – every time you pray (1:3).

· Give thanks joyfully (1:4).

· Give thanks because of God’s work in their lives (1:5-6). 

· Give thanks because you love them (1:7-8).

V. 7 For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart,

Paul’s thankfulness, joy and willingness to pray for the Philippians was right because they stood by his side in his trials for the gospel.

In essence the Philippian church had Paul’s back.  

E.g. TKC – feel joy when I think about PJohn.

V. 7 since both in my imprisonment and in defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me.

Because the Philippian church stood with Paul even when he was in prison they became partakers of grace – received the same grace that Paul did.

Matthew 10:41

He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward.

To receive a prophet means not only to embrace his doctrine but also to entertain and welcome him, treating him with kindness and respect because he is a prophet.  Those who treat a prophet in this way are entitled to the same reward as the prophet himself receives.

Matthew 25:20-23

The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’

Notice they both received the same reward!

Paul is telling the Philippian church that the grace that has been given to Paul is also given to them.

Partakers – sygkoinonos – joint partner.  Syn – with and koinonos – partner, fellowship.

V. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.

He yearns for them with the affection of Christ Jesus. The word rendered affections – splangchnon in the first sense refers to one’s inward parts such as the kidneys or intestines, but came by extension to refer to a person’s seat of emotions or a feeling itself.  It “concerns and expresses the total personality at the deepest level.” This usage is similar to the way that we might speak of the heart; when we say someone feels sorrow in his heart, we do not mean sorrow in the physical organ that pumps blood throughout the body. Paul always uses this word in connection with fellow believers, including later in Philippians 2:1.

In the Gospels the related verb splagchnizomai repeatedly describes Jesus’ compassion for people (Matthew 9:36; Matthew 14:14; Matthew 15:32; Matthew 20:34; Mark 1:41; Mark 6:34; Mark 8:2; Luke 7:13; Luke 10:33). This observation is interesting in light of Paul describing his affection as being of Christ Jesus. While there are a number of different ways this expression could be understood, it most likely means “the affection that comes from Christ Jesus.”

Paul longs for the Philippians with a deep-seated affection that comes from Christ Jesus Himself as they experience fellowship in the gospel. 

How can we love our enemies?  How can we love those who have hurt us deeply?  Cannot be done through our will or our best efforts.  Only through the love of Christ.

John 17:26

And I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.

What we need is God’s love in us.  Not our ability to love but literally God’s love for the Son in us so we may love like the Son.

Let’s pray for someone today.

· Give thanks always – every time you pray (1:3).

· Give thanks joyfully (1:4).

· Give thanks because of God’s work in their lives (1:5-6). 

· Give thanks because you love them (1:7-8).
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