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Philippians 1:9-11

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Message

So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish and that you will not only love much but well. Learn to love appropriately. You need to use your head and test your feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush. Live a lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of: bountiful in fruits from the soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved in the glory and praise of God.

V. 9 And this I pray,

Paul doesn’t just give us a model for prayer, now he actually prays.  

It seems the modern Christian thinks about prayer, reads about prayer, and procrastinates about prayer but not many actually pray and if they do they put very little time into it.

Eleven leaders of conservative renewal movements, representing eight groups from within six Protestant denominations, pooled common concerns at a third annual meeting.

Conference convener Matthew J. Welde, of Presbyterians United for Biblical Concerns, noted an increase in renewalist groups, and Gordon-Conwell Seminary professor Richard Lovelace told the group that greater unity among evangelicals, across denominational lines, is possible. One concern of the group: prayerlessness. They cited recent studies showing that "the average pastor surveyed prays only three minutes each day." 

1979.

CS Lewis

The moment you wake up each morning, all your wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild animals. And the first job each morning consists in shoving it all back; in listening to that other voice, taking that other point of view, letting that other, larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in.

I love the way Lewis points out the challenge that we face everyday, every morning as we start our day how we will live our life that day – depending on God or depending on ourselves.

Gospel Gangstas


Get on my knees n start my day with a praya


Guess I gotta pray just to get me through the daya

Do you know the root of prayerlessness?  It’s not laziness or lack of time management skills – its self-sufficiency.  

We don’t pray because we believe we can do it ourselves.

First day on job, first date, first time you brought the baby home – so much prayer.  Now you kind of know what you are doing.  Then when we are in a situation that we can’t handle we go back to prayer.

First sermons…

Disciples used a different word for prayer.

To pray is euchomai – sometimes translated as wish but primarily means to pray to God.

Disciples used proseuchomai.  Pros – near, by, towards

Jesus didn’t just pray.  He was nearer to God when He did so.  It wasn’t just words from His mouth but a union and communion with God.

True prayer is more than just words though words are used.  Sometimes moans, groans.  Your prayers do not need to be eloquent.  Remember one of the most powerful prayers in the Old Testament came from a woman whose religious leaders confused for drunkenness – Hannah.

Richard Sibbes


God can pick sense out of a confused prayer.

True prayer is union and communion with God.

True prayer changes us.

William Law


There is nothing that makes us love a man so much as prayer for him.

Are you struggling loving or even liking someone?  Pray for him/her.

Prayer does something to us. It changes us.  It brings us closer to God.

Oswald Chambers


Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.

I once forgot that.  I had recruited some personal intercessors in my life who were very gifted in prayer.  I thought they were much better at praying than me so why don’t I outsource prayer so I can focus on other things.  Let me leave prayer to the pros.  Soon after I started to become very dry and my sermons lacked the anointing that I was accustomed to.

Prayer primarily does something to me, in me.  

James 5:17

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed…

How does God use a fearful, suicidal, self-absorbed man?

He is just like us.  And he prayed…

Let’s be honest and say that we are spending way too much time talking and listening to other people instead of talking and listening to God.  Let’s pray.

1 Corinthians 11:23-30

Oswald Chambers

God answers prayer on the ground of Redemption and on no other ground.
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